Massachusetts Department of Revenue Division of Local Services
Navjeet K. Bal, Commissioner Robert G. Nunes, Deputy Commissioner & Director of Municipal Affairs

Charter Components

ARTICLE 1 - INCORPORATION, SHORT TITLE, POWERS

Incorporation

Short Title

Division of Powers

Powers of the Town
Construction
Intergovernmental Relations
Definitions

ARTICLE 2 - LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Town Meeting

Presiding Officer
Committees

Time of Meeting

Special Meetings

Warrants

Initiation of Warrant Articles
Availability of Town Officials at Town Meetings
Clerk of the Meeting

Rules of Procedure

Report to Voters

ARTICLE 3 - EXECUTIVE BRANCH

In General

Board of Selectmen
School Committee

Town Clerk

Board of Library Trustees
Town Moderator
Planning Board

Housing Authority
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Charter Components

ARTICLE 4 - TOWN MANAGER

Appointment, Qualifications, Term
Powers and Duties

Delegation of Authority

Acting Town Manager

Removal and Suspension

ARTICLE 5 - ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION

Organization of Town Agencies
Merit Principle
Authority of Departments Heads, etc. to Appoint

ARTICLE 6 - FINANCE AND FISCAL PROCEDURES

Fiscal Year

School Committee

Submission of Budget and Budget Message
Budget Message

The Budget

Action on the Budget

Personal Liability for Expenditures in Excess of Appropriations

Capital Improvement Program
Independent Audit

ARTICLE 7 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Elections

Charter Changes

Severability

Rules of Construction

Rules and Regulations

Certificate of Election or Appointment

Periodic Review, Charter and By-Laws
Procedures Governing Multiple Member Bodies
Removals and Suspensions

Notice of Vacancies

ARTICLE 8 - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Continuation of Existing Laws

Continuation of Government and Administration
Transfer of Records and Property

Effect on Obligations, Taxes, Etc.

Time of Taking Effect
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