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For Use By:		Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (CCRRs) and EEC Contracted 	Providers

Synopsis:		Clarification on service need for the Teen Parent Child Care Services Program.
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Further Info:		http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/department-			of-early-education-and-care/subsidy-management-technical-assistance-				form.html 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

In reviewing the regulations and policies governing the Teen Parent contracts, teen parents are eligible for full-time child care provided that they are either (1) a full-time high school or (2) participating in a high school equivalency program. As such, the teen parent would not need to demonstrate participation in an approved activity during the summer months. They would need to report employment or any earnings to determine if parent fees are applicable, as existing federal law precludes a waiver from sliding fee scales unless under 100% of the FPL. 

If the teen already has a high school diploma or their GED, the teen parent would need to comply with the regular income eligible service need requirements.

Provided that the teen parent is either a full-time high school student or participating in a GED program, the subsidy administrator only needs to add a second service need activity of education/training to the authorization with an appropriate value of hours (i.e., assuming a 7 hour school day for 5 days per week, enter 35 hours for the high school activity). By doing this, the teen parent will qualify for FT care based on a combined eligibility of education and employment. If the teens in the contract slots already have their diploma or GED, the education activity shall not be added to the authorization and the authorization would be based on compliance with the regular income eligible activity requirements.
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