Appendix G2: Supporting Children’s Healthy, Social Emotional Development in Massachusetts
CSEFEL Pyramid Model 
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With DPH as the lead state agency, Massachusetts was one of three states selected in spring of 2009 to participate in a unique early childhood professional development opportunity designed by the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) to build the skills of infant and early childhood practitioners to nurture young children’s social-emotional development.  
CSEFEL’s, Pyramid model is a conceptual model of evidence-based practices for promoting young children’s social and emotional competence and for preventing and addressing challenging behavior. CSEFEL has also developed extensive, user-friendly training materials, videos, and print resources to help Massachusetts’ communities and programs implement the model to foster professional development of the early care and education workforce that: 1) enhances knowledge and skills; 2) supports the implementation and sustainability of evidence-based practices; and 3) increases the size of the workforce skilled in supporting the social emotional development of young children (birth – 5 years old). 
In FY11, the Connected Beginnings Training Institute (CBTI) was award a grant to develop and facilitate the CSEFEL Foundations Course. Through these professional development sessions, over 1,800 participants from 561 early education and care programs learned about the CSEFEL Pyramid Model to encouraging social emotional growth and preventing and addressing challenging behavior in children birth through five years who have a wide variety of needs. Topics covered included: the importance of building nurturing relationships; understanding how children communicate their needs; designing and assessing environments to promote social-emotional growth; Strategies for developing social competence in young children; Successful methods for developing targeted plans for children with persistent challenging behaviors; as well as, follow up coaching and mentoring sessions. 

CBTI has provided all of the CSEFEL Foundations Course materials on their website, including both trainer and participant materials in English and Spanish. CBTI is also continuing to offer CSEFEL-based trainings, including additional CSEFEL Foundations Courses and an Adopting the Pyramid Model Program-Wide training (for programs who want to implement the CSEFEL-Pyramid Model across their entire program). 
For more information about the CSEFEL approach, please visit http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/
For more information about Connected Beginnings Training Institute (CBTI), please visit  http://connectedbeginnings.org/
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Strengthening Families  
The Center for the Study of Social Policy’s (CSSP) Strengthening Families™, a Protective Factors Framework was adopted by Massachusetts in 2007 with strong leadership from the Children’s Trust Fund to prevent child abuse and neglect by building five protective factors. This approach helps child welfare systems, early education and other programs work with parents to build the following protective factors: 1) Parental resilience 2) Social connections 3) Knowledge of parenting and child development 4) Concrete support in times of need 5) Social and emotional competence of children. By building these protective factors in families Massachusetts aims to support family stabilization and optimal child development, which link to school readiness and school success.
Programs in EEC’s mixed delivery system have been working to use the Strengthening Families trainings and resources to inform their work with children and families, and the Strengthen Families Protective Factors Self-assessment
 is used by programs and family child care homes participating in the Massachusetts Quality Rating and Improvement System. 

For additional information about Strengthening Families framework and protective factors, please visit   http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengthening-families/basic-one-pagers/Strengthening-Families-Protective-Factors.pdf
� �HYPERLINK "http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengthening-families/resources/changing-programmatic-practice"�http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengthening-families/resources/changing-programmatic-practice� 





