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FY2014/FY2015 EEC QRIS Measurement Tools Grant 

Questions and Answers 

Programmatic Questions

Q1. 	 Where is the training that’s already been developed and is it accessible to use or revise?

A1:  	Training previously developed may be available to the new Grantee upon request. However, the Grantee will be responsible for ensuring that the training aligns with EEC’s current purposes and priorities for this grant, and in particular, awards college credit or Continuing Education Units (CEUs).  CEU training must be developed in accordance with the grant’s required services.

Q2. 	If the bidder plans to implement QRIS measurement tools in the Chinese language, which dialect is preferred?  – Cantonese or Mandarin?  

A2:  	The Chinese-speaking population in Massachusetts is evenly split between Cantonese and Mandarin.  As the printed language is the same, a Grantee may choose to do the training in either dialect (or both).
Q3. 	 Does the QRIS measurement tool itself need to be translated into multiple languages?

A3:  	 No, although a Grantee may decide to translate portions of the measurement tool into other languages for training purposes.

Q4. 	 Is there interest in having the bidder develop online courses for this grant?

A4:  	Courses in the QRIS measurement tools may be delivered face-to-face, online or in a hybrid model.  All courses must award college credits or CEUs.

Q5. 	Is the number of trainees reported per Fiscal Year or in total?

A5:  	As stated in the RFR, the number of educators who received training on the QRIS measurement tools will be collected and		 reported on a monthly basis.  

Q6. 	Are MOUs or agreement letters from consultants and subcontractors required for the grant application?
A6:  	No, MOUS or agreement letters are not required.
Q7. 	For the training of instructional leaders – does this training have to be for CEU or college credit?
A7.  	 No, instructional leader training does not require college credit or CEUs.
Q8.	In the Narrative Questions – under Content of training, #1 – should we be anticipating how many training sessions of each measurement tool (content)? Is there ability to modify this during the grant period, after outreach is done and if participant needs indicate training is needed in different tools than those that were originally anticipated?
A8:  	It is EEC’s expectation that Bidders will anticipate the number of training sessions needed for each measurement tool based upon the Bidders’ knowledge of the field and/or a needs assessment.  There is some ability to modify the number of training sessions during the grant period as needs change or additional needs arise.  However, all modifications to this grant are subject to EEC approval.
Q9. 	On page 3 of the Procurement Information document (not the application questions); under Purpose of this grant, it states that the funding is intended for programs serving children birth to 13 across the mixed delivery system.
On page 3 of the same document, in the Priorities section, it states that the funding is intended for educators serving children birth to 8 in the mixed delivery system.
On page 5, in Required Services (number 1) it says that we are required to serve educators in the mixed delivery system, but does not specify age(s).
On page 6, in Required Services, under Target of Services, it states that services and materials must first be made available to programs serving children ages 2.9 to kindergarten eligible.
Could you please clarify who is eligible for support in this funding, and whether there is (1) any prioritization by age group or program type within the mixed delivery system; or (2) whether any program type or age group in the mixed delivery system is ineligible to receive services and/or materials?
A9:  	EEC serves children from birth through age 13. The Grantee is expected to conduct training on all the QRIS measurement tools, including the School Age Care Environment Rating Scale (SACERS for educators  registered in the PQ Registry.  However, as stated in the grant application, the Grantee must first target programs that:
·  serve preschool aged children (2.9 years to kindergarten eligible);
· have 50% or more children receiving financial assistance; and 
· are currently participating in QRIS.  
 It is encouraged that services be made available to those serving less than 50% or more children receiving financial assistance when possible (i.e., trainings are encouraged to be open to all).  Scheduling and delivery should be coordinated with the EPS Grantees to ensure adherence to EEC’s priority system for providing professional development.
Fiscal Questions

Q10. 	Are individuals responsible for training registration considered direct or admin staff?
A10:  	Individuals responsible for training registration are considered admin staff.
Q11. 	Regarding the “Other (Flat Rate)” option should the “other” be specified in the budget narrative?

A11.  	 Yes, please specify that “other” represents a flat rate in the budget narrative.
Q12.	Do you need the names of all staff involved?

A12.  	 Please list all staff names if they are known. If the staff names are not known at this time, list TBD.
Q13.	 Is “Rental Space” for training considered a direct cost or an admin cost?

A13:  	If you are requesting funds for Rental of Space to complete the admin work of the grant, these funds would be considered admin costs. However, if the Rental of Space is being used for training purposes, please choose the drop down “Other” under Tab 7) Other Costs.  Rental of Space for training is considered a direct cost.

Q14. 	Can applications be hand-delivered?

A14:  	 Yes, applications can be hand-delivered.   However, all required documents must be received at EEC’s Central Office by 4:00 PM on September 25, 2013. 

Q15.  	Does the first $250,000 for FY2014 begin in November?

A15:  	The start date of the grant is estimated to begin November 1, 2013.  Funding for FY2014 will be up to $250,000 and will cover the period November 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.
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