Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge Grant  Project 5.3 
FY2014/FY2015 Early Education Partnerships: Birth to Third Grade Strategy 
Questions and Answers 
The following are questions submitted regarding the Grant Application and the accompanying answers.  Please note that similar questions have been grouped together by topic.
Programmatic Questions
Q1. 
Can you please clarify exactly what you expect with the in-kind donations?
A1:  
Examples of in-kind donations could be personnel hours to work on activities related to the grant that are not billed against the grant; overhead costs such as rental space, utilities, postage, printing, etc.; or a donation from a philanthropic organization that will be used to fund activities related to the grant. Generally, any item that a lead agent or community partner donates to support the grant activities can be considered an in-kind donation. 
Q2. 
Do the donations have to be given by the community? Can the donation be given by the organization who received the grant (i.e., if we receive the grant, can some of the donations for this project come from us?)
A2:  
In-kind funds from the lead applicant and/or the community partners are acceptable to fulfill this requirement. However, in-kind donations cannot be from other EEC funding sources that a lead applicant may receive. 
Q3. 
What is the process for submitting a multi-district (consortium/collaborative) 


proposal?
A3:       The process is the same as submission for a single community. However, the 
multi-district proposal must include a commitment from the educational leaders 
from all of the communities to be served and what contribution each will make 
to birth to 3rd grade alignment activities within their communities. Grantees 
must submit a separate Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for each of the 
following stakeholders:

· Private early education and care programs (center based, family child care and out of school time programs); 

· Public school pre-K to Grade 3 programs; 

· Coordinated Family and Community Engagement Grantee; 

· Educator and Provider Support Grantee. 

Q4. 
 What is the range of funding for proposals? Can you apply for more than one stage based on your current efforts to support birth to third grade alignment within your community? 

A4:  
Up to $100,000 per year.
Q5. 
Will the fact that a community has developed a strategic plan with EEC funding 
and the community is now ready to implement portions of its strategic plan, 
place that proposal in a high priority category?
A5:  
 No. EEC will prioritize proposals that will serve high need communities such  as Gateway Communities, Communities with an established Family Resource Center, District with Level 4 Schools, Home Visiting Communities, Communities with Family Resource Centers with an EHS School Liaison and/or Communities that are part of the Campaign for Grade Level Reading Learning Network, listed in Appendix D.  
Q6. 
 What is the expectations for the formatting of an Agency's Strategic Plan?  
A6:  
There are no expectations for the formatting of an Agency's Strategic Plan other than it is legible.

Q7. 
 On page 5 of the Grant Application, is the expectation that a Grantee must 
be able to support all activities listed?  
A7:   
 No, the applicant must clearly describe which of these goals the funding will be 
used to advance. However, the applicant must describe what is currently 
happening in its community to support the eight activities listed on page 5.
Q8. 
 Is this new grant opportunity a replacement for the Early Educators 
Fellowship program? 
A8:  
No, this is not a replacement for the Early Educators Fellowship program.
Q9. 
This grant was released in FY2013, what Agencies and/or communities 
received this funding? 
A9:   
 Boston, Somerville, Lowell, Pittsfield, Springfield.
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