Appendix : QRIS Standards and Core Competency Areas

	
	EEC Core Competency Areas

	MA Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) Standards
	1. 
Understanding the Growth and Development of Children and Youth
	2. 
Guiding and Interacting with Children and Youth
	3. 
Partnering with Families and Communities
	4. 
Health, Safety, and Nutrition
	5. 
Learning Environments and Implementing Curriculum
	6. 
Observation, Assessment, and Documentation
	7. 
Program Planning and Development
	8. 
Professionalism and Leadership

	Curriculum and Learning
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Safe, Healthy, Indoor and Outdoor Environments
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Workforce Qualifications and Professional Development
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Family and Community Engagement
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership, Management, and Administration
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Increasing the competency of educators also helps the programs they work in attain increasingly higher levels of quality.  This high-level comparison of the contents of Core Competency Areas with those of the QRIS Standards identifies where their contents mainly correspond.  All areas and categories align to some degree and none are mutually exclusive.  One QRIS Standard, Workforce Qualifications and Professional Development, encompasses all 8 Core Competency areas.



