FY 2014 UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN (UPK) NARRATIVE QUESTIONS




Section 1: Screening/Formative Assessment Data:
A. Describe the process and procedures your program implements when administering the screening tool(s) and formative assessment tool(s) in an effort to identify the high needs children in the UPK classroom(s).  

B. Describe how your program uses the child-level data from the screening tool(s) and formative assessment tool(s) in making program improvements, individualizing teaching instruction, and sharing information with the child’s parents?
Section 2: Massachusetts Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS):
A. Describe your program’s participation in the Massachusetts QRIS to date (i.e., whether your program participated in the pilot and/or has applied for the QRIS Program Quality Improvement Grant(s) over the past years).
B. Describe your program’s plan to maintaining a level 3 in the Massachusetts QRIS.  Also, describe how your program will continue to improve in quality over time in an effort to reach a Level 4 in the Massachusetts QRIS.

C. Describe the anticipated barriers to maintaining a level 3 in the Massachusetts QRIS.  If there are no anticipated barriers to maintaining a level 3, please indicate “none” in your response.
D. Describe the specific resources and/or supports your program needs from EEC to be able to maintain and/or increase your program’s quality (i.e., evaluation tools such as ECERS, specific trainings, etc.).
Section 3: Compensation Packages for Lead Teachers:
A. Describe the compensation package(s) your program currently offers to your Lead Teachers (please include information on health benefits, sick/personal day benefits, paid vacation benefits, retirement benefits, professional development or tuition reimbursement benefits, etc.).
B. Provide your program’s score on the Program Administration Scale (PAS) if your program is a center-based program or your program’s score on the Business Administration Scale (BAS) is your program is a family child care program.
C. Describe the barrier(s) your program has encountered that has affected your ability to score a five (5) or better on the PAS or the BAS. If there are no barriers to scoring a 5 or better on the PAS or the BAS, please indicate “none” in your response.
Section 4: Program Match:
A. Describe how your program will match the funds it receives from the FY 2014 UPK Renewal Grant.  Please note that “program match” is a flexible definition: it can be considered cash or in-kind matching by the UPK grantees that creates a buy-in and shared responsibility for the UPK objectives towards program quality (i.e., relationships with local community colleges, office or classroom space, utilities and other facilities costs, meeting space, etc.). 
Section 5: Pre-Kindergarten to Grade Three Alignment:
A. Describe how your program works toward pre-kindergarten to grade three alignment with the public school district in which your program is located.  When responding to this question, be sure to address the following components of pre-kindergarten to third grade alignment: 
1. Instructional Tools and Practices;
2. Data and Assessment;

3. Instructional Environment (School and Classroom);

4. Engaged Families;

5. Administrators and Leadership Quality;

6. Transitions and Pathways;

7. Teacher Quality and Capacity; and

8. Mechanisms for Cross-Sector Alignment.
For additional information related to pre-kindergarten to third grade alignment, please visit the following link: http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/department-of-early-education-and-care/head-start-and-public-schools-community-meetings.html



Directions:  This document contains the Narrative Questions for the FY 2014 UPK Grant Application. All questions must be answered in the space provided and in the order they are asked. Please limit your responses to 2 pages per Section. Your answer should be typed in Arial font, font size 12, and single-spaced.  Some questions cover different aspects of the topic being addressed and some have several sub questions; please take time to cover all aspects of each question and sub question in your responses. 


























