FY 2015 UPK Renewal Grant – Questions and Answers Document

FY 2015 Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) Renewal Grant - Fund Code 511
Questions and Answers 
Please note that some of the questions submitted by the grantees may have been rephrased and/or consolidated.

GENERAL:

Q1.
For the FY 2015 UPK renewal grant, can we change the UPK classroom that was funded from last year to a different classroom this year?

A1:
No.  As stated on page 3 of the FY 2015 UPK Renewal Grant application, "The FY 2015 grants are not intended to expand current 
grantees’ UPK programs.  Programs must continue to fund the UPK classrooms and family child care homes selected for funding by 
EEC in FY2014."
Q2.
Can I submit my UPK grant application prior to the May 5th date that was mentioned at the Renewal Conference?  I am leaving for 
vacation on May 1st and will not be back until after the 
deadline for the application.  

A2:
Yes.  UPK grantees may submit their renewal applications prior to the May 5th date. 
FY 2015 UPK REQUIRED SERVICES:
Q3.
The Program Quality (PQ) Registry link on the landing page of the PQ Registry that indicates the number of staff whose registrations 
have expired is incorrect: "Your program/organization has (specific #) educators not registered in the Professional Qualifications 
Registry" but this is always higher than what it truly is.  We would like to ensure that this incorrect count is not used to determine 
whether or not a program has followed the PQ Registry requirement. 
A3:
EEC recognizes that programs may encounter problems as they enter information into the PQ Registry.  If a program experiences a 
problem with the PQ Registry that might impact the program's ability to satisfy the requirements of the FY 2015 UPK Renewal grant, the 
program should notify EEC’s Help Desk via email (eechelddesk@MassMail.State.MA.US) as soon as possible.  EEC will not penalize 
programs for their efforts to  update the PQ Registry.  Please notify EEC's Policy Analyst via email (john.swanson2@state.ma.us) about 
any PQ Registry issues, along with the ticket number that was issued to you from EEC's Help Desk.  
Q4.
When identifying "high needs children" for the UPK grant, can we use the same children that we identified during FY 2014 for the FY 
2015 renewal grant?
A4:
Yes, provided that those identified "high needs children" are still in your program's classroom(s) 
at the time of the FY 2015 renewal 
grant's application deadline (May 14, 2014).  There is a reporting overlap with the FY 2015 UPK Renewal Grant application and the FY 
2014 UPK Grant spring reporting deadline of June 30, 2014.  Therefore, UPK grantees can use the same “high needs children” for the FY 
2015 UPK Renewal Grant as they plan to report for the FY 2014 UPK Grant spring reporting deadline.  
FY 2015 UPK ONLINE SITE SURVEY & ONLINE APPLICATION:
Q5. 
Is there a limit on the number of classrooms you can enter into the online site survey?
A5: 
Yes.  As stated on page 3 of the FY 2015 UPK Renewal Grant, "The FY 2015 grants are not intended to expand current grantees’ UPK 
programs.  Programs must continue to fund the UPK classrooms and family child care homes selected for funding by EEC in FY2014."  
EEC's online site survey will limit you to the specific number of UPK classrooms for which you were funded in FY 2014.
Q6.
For an agency that has four sites, do we need to complete four separate applications or do we complete one application?

A6:
For an agency with multiple sites, you will need to complete a separate application for each site.

Q7.
For the Narrative Questions, it states that there is a character limit of 7,000 characters; however, last year there was a page limit.  Is the 
character limit in this year's application comparable to the page limit from last year?

A7:
Yes.  The 7,000 character limit is approximately a page and a half which is comparable to the page limit from FY 2014.
Q8.  
For an agency that has multiple sites, can we use similar responses to the Narrative Questions?

A8:
Yes.
Q9. 
Should the total for the Projected Deliverables include a continuation of the previous year's UPK 
funded 
outcomes or just outcomes new 
for FY 2015?  For example, if a staff person increased their hours to cover planning time in FY 2014, should that individual and those 
hours be listed again?
A9:
The Projected Deliverables should focus on the new outcomes for FY 2015.
Q10.
Can you print out the entire application to review prior to completing the site survey and online 
application?
A10:
The Site Survey cannot be printed out before you complete it, but all the questions for the Site Survey are located in Appendix A.  Once you get to the Online Application, each section can be printed out before you complete the entire online application.  
Q11. 
Please provide instructions on how to create a PDF of the grant so that I can see the information that needs to be completed.
A11:  
At the bottom of each section of the Online Application, there is a "Save and Print" button.  Click on this button and a message will appear that will ask you to "Open" or "Save" a PDF document.  You can open the document or save the document to your computer.  Next, you can print the PDF document.
FY 2015 UPK FUND USE/BUDGET:

12Q. 
Can transportation for parents to attend on-site ESOL classes (cab fare) be considered Direct Service Transportation? 
12A:
No, cab fare for parents to attend on-site ESOL classes is not an allowable expense..  
13Q.
Is out-of-state lodging an allowable expense (e.g., attending an out of state NAEYC conference)?  
13A:
No.  As stated on page 11 of the renewal application, out-of-state travel is not an allowable expense.
14Q.
Why is there a 5% cap on professional development for the FY 2015 UPK Renewal Grant as stated in the Budget Guidelines?

14A:
Please disregard that bullet in the Budget Guidelines.  EEC removed the 5% cap on professional development for the FY 2014 UPK Grant.  
Therefore, UPK grantees may continue to use UPK funds for professional development that exceeds 5% of the total amount requested 
for the FY 2015 UPK Renewal Grant.
UPDATES/REMINDERS:

· The Classroom Demographics section of the UPK High Needs Summary Form in the online site survey has been updated.  There is no longer an alert that states, "The number of children provided in the demographic section must equal the total number of children in classroom.  Please double check the numbers you entered."  Therefore, programs will need to make sure that the number of children identified in the demographic section equal the total number of the children in the classroom.  Please see the chart below:
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* Classroom Name: Classroom A
* Total Number of Children in the Classroom 20

* Total Number of "High Needs Children" in the Classroom

* Total Number of Children who are English Language Leamers in the Classroom

Demographic section

* Total Number of Children who are Hispanic or Latino origin in the Classroom 10
* Total Number of Children who are Non-Hispanic or Non-Latino origin in the Classroom 10
* Total Number of Children who are American Indian or Alaska Native in the Classroom 0

* Total Number of Children who are Asian in the Classroom

* Total Number of Children who are Black or African American in the Classroom

* Total Number of Children who are Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander in the Classroom
* Total Number of Children who are White in the Classroom

*“ Total Number of Children who are Biracial/Mutti-racial in the Classroom

* Total Number of Children who are Other Race in the Classroom

* Total Number of Children who are Unspecified Race in the Classroom
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· Please note that the online Budget does not have an alert regarding the 10% cap on educational materials, supplies, or equipment.  When developing your budgets, double-check that Line Item 6 (Supplies & Materials) does not exceed 10% of the total grant award.  

· Please note that programs will need to identify the UPK-specific requests under "Other" in Line Item 9 (Capacity Building) when completing the Budget Narrative: Assessment and Screening Supports and Online Licenses; Accreditation Support; Comprehensive Services; Curricula and Enrichment Activities; Family Support; Full Day/Full Year Services; and Transition to Kindergarten Activities and Supports.  Please see the example below:
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$10,000

$0

$10,000

Accreditation Support: $5,000- The
program will continue to maintain
National Association for the
Education of Young Children
(NAEYC) accreditation.

Assessment Support: $5,000-
Utilizing Teaching Strategies GOLD,
the program will continue to interpret
and use formative assessment data
to individualize teaching and improve
program quality.




Programs should ensure that the Total Number of Children who are  of Hispanic or Latino origin in the Classroom and the Total Number of Children who are Non-Hispanic or Non-Latino origin in the Classroom equals the total number of children in the classroom.  





Programs should ensure that the total number of children identified in the eight demographic categories (i.e., American Indian, Asian, African American, Biracial/Multiracial, etc.) equals the total number of children in the classroom. 
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