Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant Project 5.3

FY2013 Early Education Partnerships: Birth to Grade Three Strategy

Question and Answers
ADDRESSING ALL COMPONENTS
1. We are a community-based early education and care program in a high need community looking to strengthen our relationship with the local public school system and other key community partners to align Birth to Grade Three outcomes.  We currently engage in informal collaborations with potential key partners to achieve many of the required service goals; however we do not have a “formal” Birth through Grade 3 infrastructure or strategic plan in place.  Does this prohibit us from applying for this grant opportunity? 
A.     Applicants must respond to each of the 5 bullets for each of the 8 components. Applicants may be doing comprehensive work in some of the component areas and may be weaker in others, but must still speak to each component in their response.  If applicants are weaker in some areas, funds may be used to advance and accelerate work in that area.
 

These resources must focus on both the outcomes of informal and formal programs and can be used to formalize the infrastructure.
 

Strong applications will respond to each of the five questions under each of the eight components and will demonstrate they have been successful in moving alignment for the birth to grade three population in their community forward and will have a strong plan to advance these efforts with the infusion of grant funds. For example, the response may focus more on plans to use funds for professional development if that is the area(s) in which they feel their community needs the greatest support to accelerate their alignment work. 
 

If this birth to grade three work is currently being done in your community EEC would encourage you to partner with all applicable partners in order to collaboratively submit a grant application that demonstrates the current efforts and how funds would be used to accelerate your community’s work.
 

2.       We realize we need to address each of the five questions under each goal.  Are we required to allocate new funding for each goal, or can we describe current funding or in-kind resources that are now supporting that goal?
A.      Strong applications will respond to each of the five questions under each of the eight components and will demonstrate they have been successful in moving alignment for the birth to grade three population in their community forward and will have a strong plan to advance these efforts with the infusion of grant funds. Grant funds do not need to be used to support each goal; grantees may focus on plans to use funds in one or more areas in which they feel their community needs the greatest support to accelerate their alignment work. Applicants should describe how in-kind and other cash resources support the goal and address needs in their community.  
FUND USE / BUDGET
3.       Are per diem substitutes an allowable expense? (In order to free up teachers to attend joint planning meetings, observe each other, etc.).
A.      Yes, salaries and fringe benefits, as well as contracted consultants are allowable expenses for this grant as noted in the “Fund Use” section of the RFR. These costs should be represented in the budget under the “Personnel” or “Stipends” line. 

 

4.       How much in state grant-related travel do you estimate per year, in order for us to calculate mileage needs? 
A.    Applicants should anticipate a one-day statewide event and a one-day regional event per year of the grant. The statewide opportunity will likely be held in a central location in the state in order to accommodate grantees and limit travel expenses.  
 

5.       What rate will you reimburse for mileage? 
A.   The State approved rate is $.45 per mile, but applicants may be reimbursed at the rate the applicant agency has already approved for its employees.  

 

6.       Are subscription costs for online assessment tools an allowable expense?
 A.  Yes, “assessment related costs” are allowable expenses as noted in the “Fund Use” section of the RFR. 
 

7.       What can agencies do that do not have an approved IDCR letter?
A.   An applicant must have proof of their IDCR.  If an applicant does not have a federally approved IDCR or fails to submit the requisite documentation, the grant applicant may only request in its budget a maximum of 8% for administrative expenses based on the categories/line items specified in the grant application, budget, and budget narrative form.

 

PRIORITIZED COMMUNITIES 
8.       The RFR states “All communities are eligible to apply, but EEC will prioritize high need communities that are defined as Gateway Communities, District with Level 4 Schools and/or Home Visiting Communities (see Appendix B for a list of these communities)”. How will prioritized communities be given priority?   
A.      In the grant review process grantees will be eligible to receive up to 350 POINTS on their applications. Prioritized Communities (listed in Appendix B) proposing services in high need communities will be eligible to receive an additional 50 points in the scoring process, as noted in the preliminary score sheet below.

	SECTION
	SCORE

	PROPOSAL NARRATIVE
	                  ____/ 200

	BUDGET SUMMARY AND BUDGET NARRATIVE 
	 

                  ____/ 50

	IN KIND BUDGET 
	                  ____/ 50

	ADD X POINTS IF PRIORITY COMMUNITY (SEE APPENDIX B) 
	            
                  (____/ 50)

	                                                   TOTAL:
	                 ____/350


 

