Massachusetts Regulations Crosswalk: Professional Support Licenses 
Overview
This document is a summary of the regulatory (603 CMR 7.00) requirements of obtaining a School Guidance Counselor, School Social Worker/Adjustment Counselor, School Psychologist, and School Nurse license. 
General Routes to Professional Support Personnel Licensure
	Regulations
	Recommendations

	Initial License
· Passing score on the Communication and Literacy Skills test.
· Candidates seeking professional support licenses who have substantial experience and formal education relevant to the license sought but who do not meet all of the specific requirements listed in 603 CMR 7.11 may demonstrate that they meet the requirements, through a Panel Review, with some exception, for example, MTEL. 
	· Please see recommended changes next to specific c professional support personnel license. 
· Include regulatory language related to “reciprocity,” rather than referring back to the teacher requirements for “reciprocity.”




	Guidance Counselor
Regulations
	Recommendations

	Initial: 
Bachelor’s Degree
Passing scores on the Communication & Literacy exam
Master’s degree with a major in counseling
A practicum of 450 hours in an educational setting
Demonstrate/meet subject matter knowledge (SMKs) requirements through one o f the following:
1) Approved guidance counseling program
2) Panel Review
	· Change the name from “Guidance Counselor” to “School Counselor”
· Shift SMKs to Guidelines

	Professional:
Initial license & 3 years of employment
One of the following: 
1) 60 graduate credits in a discipline appropriate to the license sought
2) NBCC certified
3) NBSC certified
	



	School Social Worker/Adjustment Counselor
Regulations
	Recommendations

	Initial: 
Bachelor’s Degree
Passing scores on the Communication & Literacy exam
A practicum of 900 hours, 450 of which must be working with children, adolescents, and families in an educational setting
Master’s degree in Social Work or Counseling
Demonstrate/meet subject matter knowledge (SMKs) requirements through one o f the following:
1) Approved SSW/Adj. counseling program
2) Panel Review
	· Align the practicum hours with the Guidance Counselor License – 450 hours in an educational setting
· Shift SMKs to Guidelines

	Professional:
Initial license & 3 years of employment
One of the following: 
1)  60 graduate credits in a discipline appropriate to the license sought
2) MA license in LCSW, LICSW, LMHC or LMFT
	



	School Psychologist
Regulations
	Recommendations

	Initial: 
Bachelor’s Degree
Passing scores on the Communication & Literacy exam
One of the following: 
1) Completion of a master’s degree in school psych. approved by NASP
2) Panel Review 
	

	Professional:
Initial license & 3 years of employment
One of the following: 
1) Passing score on the National School Psych. exam 
2) Certified by the MA Board of Allied Mental Health Professionals as an educational psychologist OR NASP as a school psychologist. 
	



	School Nurse
Requirements
	Recommendations

	Initial: 
Bachelor’s Degree
Bachelor’s or master’s degree in nursing OR Panel Review (degree only)
RN license in MA
2 years experience as an RN in an appropriate setting
Orientation as a school nurse
Passing scores on the Communication & Literacy exam 
	

	Professional:
Initial license & 3 years of employment
One of the following: 
1) National certification as a school nurse
2) Master’s degree in health or nursing  
	



Data
	Initial License
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011

	Guidance Counselor (5-12)
	265
	330
	313
	299
	342

	Guidance Counselor (PreK-8)
	165
	181
	154
	121
	134

	School Social Worker/Adjustment Counselor
	256
	270
	274
	199
	206

	School Nurse
	181
	200
	153
	132
	125

	School Psychologist
	102
	139
	127
	126
	109





	Initial Extension License
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011

	Guidance Counselor (5-12)
	25
	38
	34
	37
	37

	Guidance Counselor (PreK-8)
	2
	3
	4
	7
	3

	School Social Worker/Adjustment Counselor
	13
	10
	10
	6
	4

	School Nurse
	30
	51
	48
	40
	38

	School Psychologist
	6
	9
	14
	11
	11









	Professional License
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011

	Guidance Counselor (5-12)
	99
	161
	136
	97
	125

	Guidance Counselor (PreK-8)
	38
	47
	38
	31
	23

	School Social Worker/Adjustment Counselor
	114
	148
	152
	102
	112

	School Nurse
	83
	135
	81
	60
	80

	School Psychologist
	94
	128
	75
	56
	61



