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Agenda 

Working Group Purpose: This group will review the current regulations for entry into the profession, 
advancement, and continuation and make recommendations to the Commissioner for potential changes.  The 
workgroup will also provide suggestions on various approaches to engage the larger field on possible 
changes. This work is aligned with Governor Baker’s Executive Order 562 to reduce unnecessary regulatory 
burden. 

Meeting Norms: 
• Be Respectful (pause for check-ins, let others complete thought, step-up/step-back rule, assume best 

intentions, come from place of support) 
• Voice, Solicit and Listen to diverse opinions 
• Bring Solutions 
• Meeting notes are taken by ESE and sent to working group members following the meeting 
• Set and keep to timelines outlined in agenda  
• Individuals make their opinion known (in support of or in dissent from the group), but then the 

group will move on 

4:00 -  Welcome & Procedural Checks  

• Notes from June 14th meeting 
• A review of survey results 

 
4:10  - Meeting Objectives 

• Working Group members provide ESE with 1-3 options for providing additional forms of engagement 
with the field.   

• Review, discuss and make recommendations on a variety of licensure topics including a potential new 
name for the Preliminary license, changes to the grade levels and fields offered, process to add a new 
license, create regulatory paths for standardized Commissioner’s Determination/Reconsideration 
cases and optional career path endorsements for educators.  

• Review the “parking lot” items that members identified as issues to discuss.  
 

http://www.mass.gov/governor/legislationexecorder/execorders/executive-order-no-562.html


 
4:15 -  Working Group feedback on other mechanisms for engagement with the field 

Objective – Obtain 1-3 ideas from the Working Group on additional ways in which the Department can obtain 
feedback from the field on potential recommendations.  
Activity:  

• Discussion 
 

 
4:35 – “Miscellaneous” Licensure Topics 

Objective – Obtain an understanding of the regulatory requirements for various aspects of licensure and 
develop ideas to streamline the process and/or to obtain a licensure.  
 
Activities:  

• Review the names for point of entry for licensure (Preliminary vs. Initial) and review options for a new 
name for Preliminary.   

• Review the grade levels of licenses offered and discuss recommended changes  
• Review potential changes teacher licenses offered (currently 34) and discuss recommended changes 
• Review the procedure to “add” licenses and discuss recommended changes 
• Review the Commissioner’s Determination/Reconsideration process and discuss proposals to imbed 

“standardized cases” into regulation 
• Optional Career Path Endorsements – review the results of the survey related to potential career 

path endorsements for ESE to possible development in the future  
 

 
5:45 – Parking Lot   
Objective – Review the items and ESE responses that members have placed on the “parking lot”  
 
Activities:  

• Review parking lot items  
 
 
6:15 – Next Steps & Overall Feedback 
 
Next Steps:  

• Review areas of significant agreement 
• Notes from June 28th meeting sent week of July 4th 
• Working Group Summary – mid July 

 
Meeting Feedback: 

• What went well about the process? 
• What can we do better next time? 

 
 


	/Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

