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Volunteers Wanted!! Asian Longhorned Beetle Tree Surveys Being Held
Throughout the State

April 16, 10am-1pm, Boston, Commonwealth Avenue Mall (BU’s Global Day of Service,
in conjunction with Friends of the Public Garden)

MDAR staff will be joining city workers and volunteers for Asian longhorned beetle
(ALB) “walk-and-talks” in New Bedford, Fitchburg, and Boston this April. While ALB
infestations have thus far been confined to the Worcester area and a smaller, satellite
infestation in Boston (Jamaica Plain), the help of “Citizen Scientists” is needed
everywhere to prevent the spread of this invasive pest!

These will be walking workshops where people will learn how to identify ALB, ALB tree
damage, and hear about the history of ALB in Massachusetts. As we teach volunteers,
we will also be surveying trees in the park for any signs of the beetle. These sessions
will be led by Jennifer Forman Orth, Amanda Meisner and Stacy Kilb.

ALB Eradication program staff continue to survey regulated areas in Worcester and Boston, where ALB has been found.
However, they depend greatly on reports from the public to find infested trees as early as possible, as this is the key to
successful eradication. You do not have to live in or near a regulated area to be impacted by this invasive pest! Everyone
is urged to come and learn how to spot and report ALB!

Anyone interested in attending is asked to contact Jennifer Forman Orth at Jennifer.forman-orth@state.ma.us or 617-
626-1735. Participants should dress warmly and bring binoculars if you have them.

Reminder - Agriculture Day at the Statehouse — Next Week — April 7" — Click here for Program

MDAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of local agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four divisions — Agricultural
Development, Animal Health, Crop and Pest Services, and Technical Assistance — MDAR strives to support, regulate, and enhance the
Commonwealth’s agricultural community, working to promote economically and environmentally sound food safety and animal
health measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in energy conservation and production. For more information, go to
www.mass.gov/agr or follow us at www.twitter.com/agcommishsoares for the latest agricultural trends and updates. To keep up to
date on workshops and events, visit www.mass.gov/agr/events/coming up.htm.




