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USDA Expands Grant Program to Make Wireless Point of Sale Terminals for SNAP 
(Food Stamps) Available to Growers Selling at Farmers’ Markets 

 
Last year, The Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2012 provided funding to increase the 
number of farmers’ markets around the country participating in SNAP (formerly Food Stamps).  Specifically, 
the funds were intended to expand the availability of wireless point-of-sale (POS) equipment in farmers’ 
markets not currently participating in SNAP.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) provided 
funding to the Massachusetts Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA), who in turn contracted with the 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) to implement the program.  
 
USDA recently announced a new allowable use for the funding to support individual direct marketing farmers 
who are participating in farmers’ markets that have not yet committed to SNAP participation. Per USDA 
guidelines, farmers who sell at farmers’ markets not currently authorized for SNAP, and where there are no 
other SNAP authorized vendors currently, can apply to MDAR to receive one free wireless terminal capable 
of processing SNAP payments.  
 
If you are a farmer who sells at farmers’ markets and may be interested, you can find the full details, including 
an FAQ and MDAR’s application here.  Applications from farmers will be reviewed on a first come, first served 
basis until the farmer application deadline of June 21, 2013.  
 
Funding is also still available for farmers’ markets. Eligible farmers markets can receive one wireless terminal. 
Market manager information can be found here. 
For more information, contact David Webber, 617-626-1754 or David.Webber@state.ma.us. 
 

 

    

MDAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four divisions 
– Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health, and Crop and Pest 
Services – MDAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of the Commonwealth’s 
agricultural community to promote economically and environmentally sound food safety and animal health 
measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in energy conservation and production. For more information, visit 
MDAR’s website at mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at twitter.com/MDARCommish.  
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