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SUMMARY OF MAJOR PROPOSED CHANGES FOR DISCUSSION


25.02: Definitions

Agricultural Unit: a parcel of land whose use, in the determination of the Department, is predominantly for agriculture or farming as defined in M.G.L. c. 128, § 1A and which has been actively farmed for at least three (3) years prior to the application for a composting registration.


Agricultural Materials: organic materials produced from the raising and processing of plants and animals as part of agronomic, horticultural, aquacultural or silvicultural operations, including, but not limited, to animal manures, animal products and by-products (including carcasses), bedding materials, plant materials, leaves, and other vegetative materials. 
On-Site: on land owned and/or operated by the applicant and which is predominantly used for agriculture or farming as defined in M.G.L. c. 128, § 1A.

25.04: Composting Materials

(1) All materials received for composting from off-site locations must be source separated compostable material.
(2) In addition to agricultural materials generated on-site by the agricultural operation, registered agricultural compost operations may only use compostable materials generated off-site which are listed as example materials in 310 CMR 16.04 (2)(b) Table 1 Examples of Organic Materials, unless otherwise approved by the Department.
(3) Physical contaminants must be removed from feedstock materials prior to mixing at the compost site. Separated physical contaminants must be appropriately removed and disposed of in a timely manner.
(4) Animal carcasses originating off-site may not be brought onto an agricultural unit where livestock and poultry are kept or raised. 
(5) Animal carcasses may not be brought onto any agricultural unit without clear authorization in the Agricultural Composting registration certificate. 

25.05:  Agricultural Composting Registration
(1) Criteria for a Registration
(a) The agricultural composting operation is located on an agricultural unit.
(b) The agricultural composting operation complies with at least one (1) of the following:
1. Agricultural materials, whether generated on-site or off-site, make up fifty percent (50%) or more of the feedstocks used in the composting process over the course of a calendar year; or
2. The agricultural composting operation uses fifty percent (50%) or more of the finished compost in its on-site agricultural activities over the course of a calendar year; or
3. The agricultural composting operation, over the course of a calendar year, generates manure which is composted with a quantity of feedstocks and bulking agents sufficient to provide a favorable compost mix, and the volume of feedstocks and bulking agents combined do not exceed four (4) times the volume of manure inputs generated on the agricultural unit.
25.06:  Conditions of a Registration

All Registrations issued by the Department shall be subject to the following:

(1) The applicant or the manager of the operation shall successfully complete a Department-approved compost training program.

(2) The applicant shall certify that there are no restrictions on the land that would prohibit the proposed agricultural composting operation. In the event that a restriction would prohibit, limit or impact the proposed composting operation, the applicant shall certify that all necessary approvals have been obtained prior to engaging in agricultural composting.

(3) The applicant shall agree to a site visit by the Department and to comply with the Agricultural Composting Guidelines.

DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION AND INPUT ONLY.

SUBMIT COMMENTS AND INPUT TO: GERARD.KENNEDY@STATE.MA.US


