
Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/6/2016 11:19 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

I would like to express a priority for new accurate hiking trail maps once the new 

trail system is established (preferably with miles noted between way points) for 

all state forests, particularly Pittsfield. The current maps are inaccurate (and 

even mis-leading in some cases). This seems to be the case with most state 

forest trail maps. The AMC maps provide a great example (although I'm not sure 

if they include trail lengths in all cases).

bob fournier 2 maple lane

PIttsfield, MA 01201

US

PIttsfield MA 1201 rogefo@twc.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/6/2016 11:53 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

While visiting the Pittsfield state forest I was planning on riding my Can AM UTV 

( also known as a Side by Side). I was told by an employee that they are not 

allowed on the trails. The max weight limit was 1000lbs.

I find these rules very outdated compared to other state and national forests.

UTV sales and use have grown substantially in the past decade and 

Massachusetts off road laws have fallen way behind the times. 

I was also told that Massachusetts does not reciprocate with other nearby states 

as far as registration goes. This again is another antiquated rule.

I currently hold residency in both Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. I have 

owned, ridden, registered and insured many UTV’s in the past 8 years , but only 

in Pennsylvania, due to the outdated laws and requirements in Massachusetts.

I hope to see when you fix up the state forests, you will amend the rules to allow 

more taxpayers the use of the lands.

Robert Couture 1402 Justine st.

Pittsburgh, PA 15204

US

Pittsburgh PA 15204 rodco@rodcogroup.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     
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7/6/2016 17:01 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

My comment is regarding the illegal vs legal trails in PSF and October. My 

thought is this: 

Since all these trails (illegal and legal) are already created and already on the 

ground I think it would be extremely wise of the DCR to look at all of the trails 

objectively from a trail QUALITY standpoint instead of a legality standpoint. I 

personally know of every inch of illegal trail in both PSF and October and I'm of 

the opinion that despite being "illegal" these singletracks are the highest quality 

and most sustainable trails in the entire trail system. They are better than the old 

CCC trails, they are better than the eroded OHV trails, they are better than the 

unmaintained and forgotten old hiking trails.

It would be an absolute shame to see the DCR close some the best trails on 

these properties because of legality reasons. I am of the opinion that the "illegal" 

Honolulu trail is the best trail in PSF...and I'm incredibly thrilled to see it included 

in the "to be legalized" plan, along with several other currently illegal trails. 

Remember that all of the Family Trails were also illegal once...now they are a 

tremendous resource to the PSF trail system. It has been great of the DCR to 

adopt many of these illegal trails over the past 5 years. Doing so has benefited 

all trail users. Adopting more of these trails would continue to benefit everyone!

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE do not close illegal trails just because they are 

illegal. Close the trails that are eroding, unsustainable, and permanetly 

damaging to the land....Following those 3 descriptions ZERO miles of the illegal 

trails fit the bill for closure. 

The "illegally" created singletrack is the best trail resource we have in Berkshire 

County. Please do not close them because of how and by whom they were 

created.

Bret Bedard PO Box 519

Cheshire, MA 01225

US

Cheshire MA 1225 Bret12926@yahoo.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     
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7/10/2016 18:40 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

I have made these comments at the outreach meetings but wanted to add them in writing:

Upgrading maps should be a high priority as well as trail signs

Legalizing existing mountain bike trails before closing will help the renegade situation I believe

I see a lot of expansion of ORV trails but no mention of future maintenance issues- without 

maintenance you will have the same problems as before.

The Anderson vista is growing in esp down low with big trees- there are several certified chain saw 

people who would be willing to volunteer their time to help out

Adding some mountain bike trails near the campground is great but the topography is very steep and 

trails will require a lot of bench cutting and many switchbacks to make them ridable by the general 

population.

Roaring Brook Trail should be continued further up- all the way to the road- its beautiful in there and 

would make a wonderful addition for longer distance hikers. It should also be made into a loop up and 

over Dewey hill.' There should be a parking area made for 3 or 4 cars at the Roaring Brook trailhead 

by simply removing some vegetation so people stop parking on the road and causing traffic issues. 

There is an old hiking trail with views of Lenox and the Housatonic River from Roaring Brook- it 

should be re-opened- there is a lack of nice hiking trails in Oct Mt with views. Its a good trail for 

snowshoeing too and not accessible by trucks and ORV so it could exist with minimal maintenance 

effort. The two bridges that were washed out on Roaring Brook Trail should be replaced with small 

hiker friendly bridges. 

The Schermerhorn hiking trail on the south side of the stream needs to be upgraded and switchbacks 

added.

There is invasive hardy kiwi on Woodland road just south of the Schermerhorn Road- it should be a 

priority to eliminate it - its right off the road and would be easy to remove it asap. 

Thanks for re-opening the Schermerhorn road!

Ruth Wheeler 152 Roaring Brook Rd

Lenox , ME 01240

US

Lenox ME 1240 meanwheels@aol.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     
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7/10/2016 19:17 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Section 6.10 of the proposal recommends a new parking area for OHV’s adjacent the 

existing Taconic Crest hiking trail/rest area parking on Rte. 20. Section 6.9 also 

recommends rehabilitating and opening the south and north sections of the Skyline Trail to 

allow OHV use. Implementation of these costly would degrade the landscape and rob hikers 

of the joy of experiencing nature. 

- Section 4.2 – Ecological Impacts of Trail Activities very clearly and graphically details the 

significant trail damage caused by OHV’s due to their weight and torque. 

- The new OHV access parking area would draw increased numbers of OHV’s into the 

park, resulting in trail damage and noise pollution. 

- Section 2.3 of the study indicates that PSF already has a significantly higher percentage 

of ‘poor’ condition trails than the statewide average. Allowing more OHV access would only 

aggravate the problem. 

- Section 6.9 Recommendation Table reveals that it would cost $260,000 to install a new 

parking area and add new connector trails. In addition, it would cost over $1,268,000 for 

general trail repairs. How much of this is directly related to OHV damage? 

- Section 5.3 – Trail Repairs reports that it recently cost $345,000 for one mile of repairs 

due to OHV damage in the PSF. Repair costs can only increase with additional usage. 

- There is a great potential for illegal OHV usage on the Taconic Crest hiking trail (TCT), as 

there are a number of places where the Skyline Trail and the TCT trails intersect. 

Section 6.9 of the proposal and the PSF draft trail plan map shows additional OHV used 

would be allowed on the CCC trail which is used by hikers completing the Shaker Mountain - 

 Holy Mountain - North Family trails loop. This is incompatible with hiking and the 

preservation of what the Shakers considered holy ground.

As an alternative, I recommend improved preservation of Shaker artifacts and better 

signage. Neglect desecrates the past. 

Cliff Prewencki 30 Upper Flat Rock RD

Delmar, NY 12054

US

Delmar NY 12054 cprewencki@aol.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/12/2016 12:33 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Your public comment site is not working.

Not able to submit complete comment.

Joan Delaney 77 Adams St

Quincy, MA 02169

US

Quincy MA 2169 jdelaneynp@msn.com

8/9/2016     
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7/16/2016 22:19 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Please keep motorized vehicles off this beautiful trail! Ben Mastaitis 17 Prince Ct.

Loudonville, NY 12211

US

Loudonville NY 12211 staitsb7@yahoo.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/17/2016 10:33 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Peter Morrison 1425 Thickett Rd.

Castleton, NY 12033

US

Castleton NY 12033 inethlpr@hotmail.comMy concerns include the environmental impact, diminished experience for hikers and extremely high 

cost. 

- The new OHV parking area would draw more OHV's into the park, bringing added risk of injury to 

riders and hikers, soil erosion, trail degradation and noise pollution. 

- There are many intersections of the Skyline Trail and the TCT trails and OHV's "inadvertently" use 

the TCT, degrading the hiking trail and diminishing the experience for hikers.

Section 6.9 Recommendation Table shows the new parking lot and connector trails would cost 

$260,000, and it would cost over $1,268,000 for trail repairs. How much of this is from OHV damage? 

The PSF draft trail plan map shows OHV on the CCC trail, used by hikers for the Shaker Mountain - 

Holy Mountain - North Family trails loop. OHV travel is allowed on the Shaker Brook section of this 

loop. The proposal would allow OHV travel on the CCC trail between the Shaker and Holy Mountains.

Section 2.3 - Trail Conditions shows, "many sections of the OHV trails...in PSF...are in 'poor' 

condition, showing channelization, on-going erosion, and have many areas of mud. With 16% of the 

PSF trails in 'poor' condition, PSF has significantly higher percentage of 'poor' condition trails than the 

statewide average." With the trails in such bad shape and the cost of fixing them, why would the DCR 

try to bring more OHV usage into the park?

Section 4.2 - Ecological Impacts of Trail Activities details the trail damage caused by OHV's due to 

their weight and torque.

Section 5.3 - Trail Repairs reports that it recently cost $345,000 for one mile of repairs due to OHV 

damage in the PSF. Repair costs can only increase with OHV usage. 

This DCR study agrees that mixed usage should not be allowed: Section 6.10, second bullet 

recommends building a new non-motorized connection for the Shaker Mountain - Holy Mountain - 

North Family trails loop to separate hikers and OHV's.

8/9/2016     
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7/17/2016 15:25 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

July 17, 2016

Sirs:

I shall dispense with the sample letter by the Albany Chapter of the Adirondack 

Mountain Club that you have read already.

Our society and its entertainment preferences are literally top-heavy with 

overweight people who love to twist the throttle grip of All Terrain Vehicles and 

feel the surge of petroleum power to tear breakneck on off-road trails. The planet 

is being accessed-to-death by engine-powered machinery. Such development 

ultimately becomes blight and trash.

The damage, noise, and stink of such engine equipment has been well 

discussed. Once paved or accessed, reversal never seems to occur. All 

development, including that convenient to me, is planet degradation. Please 

delete your plan to extend ATV use to the Taconic Crest Trail. People 25, 50, or 

100 years from now are much more likely to appreciate the area unaltered. --Or 

do you not care about their future?

Thank you, Wm. D. Gordon, 518-456-3903, 7 Court Street, Albany, NY

William Gordon 7 Court Street

Albany,, NY 12205

US

Albany, NY 12205 oldtech@nycap.rr.com

7/17/2016 19:29 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Do NOT open the trails to any motorized vehicles. Charles Holster 325 W Chester St

Long Beach, NY 11561

US

Long Beach NY 11561 cholster@optonline.net

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/18/2016 9:48 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

As a member of the the Albany Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK), 

I welcome the opportunity to submit comments regarding the Draft Recreation 

Trail Plan for the Pittsfield State Forest (PSF). Due to its proximity to the Albany 

area, I visit the state forests and parks in western Massachusetts and hike 

extensively on the Taconic Crest Trail (TCT).

I have several concerns regarding the environmental impact, diminished 

experience for hikers and extremely high cost for the proposed parking lot for 

OHVs adjacent the existing TCT/rest area parking on Rte. 20 and the proposal 

to rehabilitate and open the south and north sections of the Skyline Trail to allow 

OHV use. From observing OHV use in numerous places over the years, I am 

sure that the proposals would draw increased numbers of OHV's into the park, 

resulting in added erosion, trail degradation and noise pollution. Likewise, I am 

confident that the OHVs would be used on the TCT, as there are a number of 

places where the Skyline Trail and the TCT trails intersect. This would create 

rapid degradation to the hiking trail and diminish the trail experience for the 

hikers. Finally, the cost $260,000 to install a new parking area and add new 

connector trails and a cost of over $1,268,000 for general trail repairs must be all 

attributed to the increased OHV use. A cost/benefit analysis suggests that this 

money could be better spent on hiking trails. 

OHV use should not be permitted on hiking trails. There are many other places 

where OHV are allowed. I urge you to not go forward with these proposals.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely yours,

Michael Jensen

Michael Jensen 27 Centerview Drive

Troy, NY 12180

US

Troy NY 12180 JensenMK@gmail.com

7/19/2016 11:17 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Please do not allow ATVs in Tacinic Crest. They make it a mess. Jacqueline 

Tremont

300 Sheer Rd

Averill Park, NY 12018

US

Averill Park NY 12018 JTre115@yahoo.com

8/9/2016     
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7/20/2016 9:49 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Good Day: I do not understand why you want to increase access for ATV's. Your 

parks are being destroyed by these vehicles and the trails which are used by the 

ATV's are severely eroded and in many areas quagmires and very ugly. 

I do not use massachusettes parks for that reason and do not spend money in 

MASS. I would prefer to go to NYS state parks where I can hike in peace on 

more beautiful trails without fear of being run over by a drunkard on a machine 

barreling down the mountain. 

I was hoping to see regulations that would further limit access for ATV's, not 

expand access. Build dedicated ATV trails in industrial waste zones or other 

already blighted areas and do not expand the use of ATV's into natural areas.

Sincerely,

David L Herman

Albany NY

David Herman 38 woodstream Drive

Delmar, NY 12054

US

Delmar NY 12054 dlherman10@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/20/2016 12:28 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

The area to be developed for a trail is part of the beautiful Berkshires. It would 

provide additional usable trails for professional and non-professional hikers alike 

to appreciate the wonderful surroundings. This in turn will raise the profile of the 

land and may inspire future stewardship or financial giving by people who utilize 

the trails.

It is also a way to ensure into perpetuity that other generations will have access 

to the great outdoors.

Thank you for your consideration.

Cathy Holladay

Cathy Holladay 467A 18th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11215

US

Brooklyn NY 11215 cathyandminnie@yahoo.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     
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7/25/2016 13:42 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

187 Elk Street

Albany, NY 12210

(518) 462-4062

mplaat1@nycap.rr.com

July 25, 2016

RE: Draft Recreation Trail Plan for the Pittsfield State Forest. 

Department of Conservation and Recreation

Office of Public Outreach

251 Causeway Street, 6th Floor

Boston, MA 02114. 

To whom it may concern:

Although I am a resident of New York, I am writing to your office in regards to a 

Massachusetts issue pertaining to the Pittsfield State Forest. Specifically the use of ATVs 

on the Taconic Crest Trail.

Due to its proximity to the Albany area, I often hike the state forests and parks in western 

Massachusetts, especially on sections of the Taconic Crest Trail.

I have witnessed the extensive damage, erosion, trail degradation and noise pollution ATVs 

causes on the TCT.

Their continued access to the TCT should be limited and discouraged.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion

Sincerely,

Mark Plaat

Mark Plaat 187 Elk Street

Albany, NY 12210

US

Albany NY 12210 mplaat1@nycap.rr.com

8/9/2016     
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7/28/2016 16:18 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

Two sections of the plan are of concern: Section 6.9 - to open numerous trails 

within the park to legal OHV (ATV) use and Section 6.10 - to build a new parking 

area on Rte. 20 for OHV (ATV) access. As a hiker, I have hiked the TCT 

numerous times. I've even volunteered to help do trail work along the TCT. 

Allowing ATV access to the Skyline Trail could potentially add increased serious 

degradation that is already occurring due to illegal ATV use on the TCT. The 

TCT and Skyline trail intersect numerous times. In addition, adding a parking lot 

near a TCT access trail head could potential add to increased ATVs on the TCT. 

Allowing ATVs will make the TCT unsafe for hikers like myself, especially in the 

winter months. When there is snow and ice on the trail, you are unable to see 

the ATV tracks already there, and you fall into them, sometimes up to knee 

height. If these proposals pass, there will be one less hiker using the TCT. 

Thank you for allowing me to comment.

Scott Daley 3 Hopi Street

Albany, NY 12208

US

Albany NY 12208 scott.e.daley1@gmail.com

7/29/2016 7:39 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

I am a member of the Appalachian Mt Club, and I am very upset with the draft 

trail plan as it effects the 

Taconic Crest Trail and its access trails and the Hancock Shaker trail loop. I live 

on Taborton Rd and as I am retired I spend most of my days outside hiking, 

snowshoeing and cross country skiing. And we are regularly on the TCT. I am 

also do trailwork with the Rensselaer Land that maintains and creates trails in 

Rensselaer County and we have worked hard on parts of the TCT in 

coordination with the AMC Local trail group. 

Allowing ohv and atv vehicles on the trails will definitely ruin my experiences on 

them. They are noisy, come flying down the trails while we are peacefully hiking. 

They seem to cause considerable erosion to the trails; Especially intense ruts in 

the mud season which if not remedied quickly turn permanent. 

Marcy Steinberg 1053 Taborton Rd

Sand Lake, NY 12153

US

Sand Lake NY 12153 marcygs@aol.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     
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7/30/2016 10:46 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Thank you for this opportunity to share my thoughts. I appreciate the time and effort that has gone 

into this review and trail plan proposal for October Mountain. 

I was very pleased to see that you have included a plan to link existing trails for hikers and that you 

are working with the Highlands footpath collaborative in their hopes of create an East/West hiking 

experience that would link villages and enhance the communities along its route. I look forward to 

working with DCR to develop and help maintain a long distant footpath envisioned by the Highland 

Footpath collaborative.

It is very important to me that our state parks not become a playground for all terrain vehicles. I do not 

believe that the park land was set aside for any motorized vehicles use and I am disappointed that 

while other states are reducing access we are spending taxpayer dollars to encourage and facilitate 

vehicles in our parks. 

States where the cost of this form of recreation have been studied and assessed have decided to 

deny access on all state land. I believe Mass. will, in time, come to find that recreation on vehicles is 

not in keeping with the states mandate, environmental conservation goals nor economically feasible. 

“ Effective January 1, 2006, except where specifically allowed, riding an ATV on state or municipal 

property may result in charges of criminal trespass. (Public Act 05-234)

At the current time, Connecticut does not have any public areas open to quads. Additionally, there are 

no State managed areas open to dirt bikes…..”

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325298

It is very important that the costs of designing, building, restoring and maintaining trails be separated 

into use categories so that citizens and representatives of the commonwealth can clearly see the cost 

of the various uses and decide the best use of our conservation dollars. 

Enforcement: One area that I believe must be addressed before any funds are expended is the policin

Meredyth Babcock 56 Benton Hill Rd

Becket, MA 01223

US

Becket MA 1223 meredythbabcock@outlook.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/30/2016 11:38 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Thank you for your thoughtful trail plan

Please request more enforcement and the ability to fine those using the trails 

illegally.

Cost analysis for construction and maintenance of different user types should be 

included and posted

I do not like my tax dollars used to encourage recreation on motorized vehicles 

I am a hiker and do not enjoy hearing the sound of motorized vehicles in my 

state parks.

Yours Truly,

Michael Wolski

Becket Resident

Michael Wolski 56 Benton Hill Rd

Becket, MA 01223

US

Becket MA 1223 michaelwolski@earthlink.net

8/9/2016     
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7/30/2016 16:50 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Thank you for your work on the trail plan. October Mountain is one of our 

precious resources, and your project is very important to our region.

As part of the project, please request more enforcement and the ability to fine 

those using the trails illegally.

Cost analysis for construction and maintenance of different user types should be 

included and posted.

I do not like my tax dollars used to encourage recreation on motorized vehicles. 

I am a hiker and do not enjoy hearing the sound of motorized vehicles in my 

state parks. I am excited by the work being done on the Highlands Footpath and 

look forward to seeing and using segments of the trail opened in the future.

Yours Truly,

Barbara Palmer, Tyringham Resident

Barbara Palmer PO Box 391, 59 Main Road

Tyringham, MA 01264

US

Tyringham MA 1264 abpalmer2@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/30/2016 19:52 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

RE October Mountain

First: what a great paving job you did in October Mountain, thank you.

I use the park frequently to go on long runs at all times of the day when there is 

no snow. In the winter I X-C ski. It is clear that the Quad/4tracks do a 

tremendous amount of damage in a short time. After the ATV's have used a trail 

for a short time it is no longer usable for running, hiking or mountain biking. Just 

go visit the trails. Very few people do a disproportionate amount of damage. 

Interestingly, from your report it is clear that the trails are not much fun for the 

ATV riders after a while either because they are nothing but rocks - like riding in 

an empty stream bed. The terrain of the forest does not support ATV use - too 

little topsoil and too many rocks! 

The early settlers faced the same problem and if you look carefully you can see 

how roads were moved after they became too washed out to use any more. This 

is exactly the same thing the ATV riders are doing and why you will always have 

new illegal trails as long as you let ATVs in the park. If you insist on letting ATVs 

in the park over time you will need to create new trails because it is impossible to 

keep them from rutting out or the riders will do it without permission. 

Unsustainable.

There are very limited financial resources to upgrade the park and it is unfair to 

spend huge amounts trying to maintain ATV trails which are used by very few 

people and destine to fail.

It is unfortunate that these vehicles do so much damage but you can't ignore the 

fact that they do. ATVs must be banned from the Park, sorry to say. On the 

positive side it won't effect that many people and with your efforts many new 

visitors will come and use these great natural resources.

Tonio Palmer PO Box 391

Tyringham, MA 01264

US

Tyringham MA 1264 toniopalmer@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/31/2016 11:37 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Love Oct. Mtn., would like to ask about Mt. Washington St. Forrest, we hike 

there at least once a mth., noticed the grassy trails to the woods and the fields 

haven't been mowed like in the past. If I can help, please contact me, Thank You

Steven Mackey PO Box 3711

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

US

Poughkeepsie NY 12603 glmgasd@yahoo.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/31/2016 19:44 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Speaking as a local mountain biker, I believe the Draft Trail Plan as posted will 

serve to alienate a large state forest user group, the local Mtn Biking community. 

I am intimately familiar with the set of trails that were built without DCR approval 

in the northwest section of Oct Mt State Forest, the trails we know as the Blue 

Sink trail and Sweetheart trail. The rationale cited in the plan sees to be arbitrary 

and vindictive; that they are disruptive to wildlife and/or damaging to 

environmentally sensitive areas. 

In general I have found mountain bike trails to be very low impact to the 

environment, especially in comparison to motorized ORV trails, horse trails, and 

most especially in comparison to logging operations which for some reason, the 

DCR seems to exhibit illogical favoritism towards. They have been built with 

erosion preventing switchbacks and avoid wetland areas (we do not like to ride 

thru mud, unlike ORVs). The short duration that those trails are occupied by mtn 

bikes and the quietness of our human powered equipment are not disruptive to 

wildlife.

Firstly, I would recommend acceptance of those trails by the DCR. Secondly I 

would suggest that if there are any particular sections of those trails that are 

deemed to be treading in environmentally sensitive areas, that the DCR work 

with the mountain biker community to re-route them as needed.

Thanks for the opportunity for my public input.

Davis Wallace

30 Post Rd

Lenox, MA.

413-329-9992

David Wallace 30 Post Rd

Lenox, MA 01240

US

Lenox MA 1240 dewalla0724@yahoo.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/31/2016 21:31 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Hello I'm writing this as a mountain biker and an outdoors enthusiast, I spend a lot of my 

time in both state forests on my bicycle and on foot. Although these trails have been built 

without permission from the DCR, they were built by experienced people who care for the 

woods and are not out to destroy it in any way. The minimal footprint our bicycles make 

while going through the forests is very small compared to the ORVs and logging. We 

always keep our trails clean and never disrespect the forests. Mountain bikers are very 

respectful to the outdoors, unlike some others who go into the woods with their off road 

vehicle and tear up land, have parties, etc. The logging on October mountain has left a 

huge mess with a lot of tree debris left everywhere and skidders dragging through the mud. 

The mountain bike community is very thankful for our states forests and would like to 

continue using these trails, and if there is anything we can do to help work something out 

I'm sure there would be plenty of volunteers. If any of the trails are in question of disturbing 

wildlife I'm sure we could change the trail. We tend to stay away from wetlands anyway 

because that's no good for anything, us or wildlife. 

In conclusion I hope you come to an agreement with these new trails. Mountain bikers are 

not here to hurt the forests we just like to get out and enjoy our state land. Thank you for 

giving your time to read this

Jake VanDeusen 58 Franklin st 

Pittsfield , MA 01201

US

Pittsfield MA 1201 jvd850@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

7/31/2016 21:40 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

I am writing to comment on the Draft Trail Plan for Pittsfield and October 

Mountain State Forest. 

DCR should accept as many mountain bike trails as possible. This is consistent 

with DCR’s stated goal to contribute to Berkshire County’s success as a 

recreational destination, and with good stewardship. Any closure of mountain 

bike trails should be a last resort.

Many users, including runners, hikers and walkers, like and use the mountain 

bike trails. These trails are minimally intrusive, with appropriate design and 

construction for the topography and conditions. They are sustainable by nature, 

and mountain bikes on appropriate trails have been empirically shown to have 

minimal impact. The mountain bike community has shown they are willing and 

able to maintain these trails at no cost to DCR. The trails are a great asset to the 

community.

The proposal to discontinue the Taconic Skyline Trail to Potter Mountain Road 

should not be pursued. The Taconic Skyline Trail is an important recreational 

asset that provides a unique opportunity for long ridgeline tours without crossing 

paved roads. Also, the trail is historically significant, dating back to the 1930’s, 

and DCR has a policy and obligation to maintain historically significant assets. 

The connection to Potter Mountain Road was part of the Skyline Trail from the 

beginning – the 1941 publication State Forests and Parks of Massachusetts, A 

Recreation Guide, published by DCR’s predecessor Department of 

Conservation, shows the trail extending beyond the northern and southern 

boundaries of the forest, and the connection is a necessary part of many valid 

uses.

Edward Carman 935 N. Main Street, P.O. 

Box 173

Lanesborough, MA 01237

US

Lanesborough MA 1237 edwardccarman@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/31/2016 21:42 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

The policy direction to discontinue trails leading outside state forest boundaries 

is not appropriate for Berkshire County. DCR is the largest landowner in 

Berkshire County. It owns tens of thousands of acres including a great majority 

of the highlands and ridgelines. Those properties have been used recreationally 

since they were acquired by the state, and recreational users have been able to 

use a wide network of trails to connect them together and with other parts of the 

county. To break each state forest unit into a self-contained island with 

minimized access points would do real damage to the recreational value of these 

lands for residents and visitors alike, and to the Berkshires’ value as a 

recreational destination. The Berkshires’ state forest lands, and those in the 

Franklin, Hampshire, and Hampden County highlands, need more connections, 

not less.

Thank you,

Edward Carman

935 North Main Street

P.O. Box 173

Lanesborough, MA 01237

Edward Carman 935 N. Main Street, P.O. 

Box 173

Lanesborough, MA 01237

US

Lanesborough MA 1237 edwardccarman@gmail.com

7/31/2016 22:38 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

I am a mountain biker in the Berkshires and use many of the trails that are on 

and off the official map. All of these trails are maintained by the users and well 

within a week, sometimes days of a storm and high winds any debris that litters 

the trails is removed. The dedication of the mountain bike community to maintain 

trails is quite strong and it would be a diservice to the recreating 

commuity(hikers, trail runners, snow shoers, dog walkers) to remove trails that 

are already in place. They do not go through wetlands as no users want to ride 

or walk through mud and they have been built with longevity in mind by not being 

too steep and by using switchbacks to gain elevation. As many of these trails are 

10+ years old it is a testament to the proper construction techniques that were 

used that no erosion has taken place. I have met many visitors to the Berkshires 

that use official trails and local trails and they are always thankful for the great 

trail networks that exist. Incorporating local trails will allow more signage to be 

used and provide an even better experience to those people who are not from 

the area. The amount of damage done by motorized vehicles in the state forests 

dwarfs the minimalist trails that mountain bikers use. In fact, when a trail is not 

used for 12 months you would not be able to detect it ever again. That is far from 

what happens when an ATV trail is closed. That trail will be there for decades as 

a memento to the destructive nature of motorized vehicles. Mountain biking is a 

human powered recreational sport that is low impact to the land and allows its 

users to enjoy the public forests that are set aside for conservation and 

recreation.

Adolphson Odin 46 Lanark Rd 

Pittsfield , MA 01201

US

Pittsfield MA 1201 oadolphson@hotmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/31/2016 23:17 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

As a local park and trail user, I primarily access the Beekahire area state parks 

as a mountain biker. Even though also enjoy hiking, snowshoeing, and skiing, I 

have become most familiar with these parks via my mountain bike, which has 

allowed me to explore miles of trail in a serene and exhilarating manner. 

Through mountain biking I have also doscovered a close-knit community of park 

users who not only protect and promote trail usage, but work tirelessly to 

maintain trails and protect the surrounding area.

Over the past few years I have become more heavily involved in the New 

England Mountain Bike Association (NEMBA), which works regionally—through 

chapter groups—to promote mountain bike riding while also upholding positive, 

collaborative relationships with local land organizations to both build and protect 

trails.

Although I have heard of mountain bikers not upholding these values, as a 

newer member I have heard and experienced a LOT of passion for the natural 

landscape that we are so lucky to have here. Many of my fellow riders, and 

especially those involved in NEMBA are eager to work with DCR and other 

organizations to help keep the access and use of these beautiful parks strong by 

maintaining trails and promoting safe, positive park usage that draws locals and 

visitors alike to our area en mass.

I urge the DCR to consider a renewed collaboration—much like that developing 

at Greylock Glen—in both Pittsfield and October Mountain. As a lover of these 

trails, a NEMBA member, and a mentor to youth mountain bikers through Little 

Bellas, I want more than anything to preserve the trails that already exist and 

collaborate with DCR to alleviate any concerns on the previously illegally built 

trails so that they can remain in place while also meeting standards. I am 

prepared to help my fellow riders document and increase their already strong 

and passionate trail maintenance and would love to collaborate further we with 

DCR to ensure we meet requirements.

Alison McGee

McGee Alison 979 North Street

Pittsfield, MA 01201

US

Pittsfield MA 1201 aamcgee@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/31/2016 23:23 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

As a local park and trail user, I primarily access the Berkshire area state parks 

as a mountain biker. Even though also enjoy hiking, snowshoeing, and skiing, I 

have become most familiar with these parks via my mountain bike, which has 

allowed me to explore miles of trail in a serene and exhilarating manner. 

Through mountain biking I have also discovered a close-knit community of park 

users who not only protect and promote trail usage, but work tirelessly to 

maintain trails and protect the surrounding area.

Over the past few years I have become more heavily involved in the New 

England Mountain Bike Association (NEMBA), which works regionally—through 

chapter groups—to promote mountain bike riding while also upholding positive, 

collaborative relationships with local land organizations to both build and protect 

trails.

Although I have heard of mountain bikers not upholding these values, as a 

newer member I have heard and experienced a LOT of passion for the natural 

landscape that we are so lucky to have here. Many of my fellow riders, and 

especially those involved in NEMBA are eager to work with DCR and other 

organizations to help keep the access and use of these beautiful parks strong by 

maintaining trails and promoting safe, positive park usage that draws locals and 

visitors alike to our area en mass.

I urge the DCR to consider a renewed collaboration—much like that developing 

at Greylock Glen—in both Pittsfield and October Mountain. As a lover of these 

trails, a NEMBA member, and a mentor to youth mountain bikers through Little 

Bellas, I want more than anything to preserve the trails that already exist and 

collaborate with DCR to alleviate any concerns on the previously illegally built 

trails so that they can remain in place while also meeting standards. I am 

prepared to help my fellow riders document and increase their already strong 

and passionate trail maintenance and would love to collaborate further we with 

DCR to ensure we meet requirements.

McGee Alison 979 North Street

Pittsfield , MA 01201

US

Pittsfield MA 1201 aamcgee@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

7/31/2016 23:28 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Dear DCR Comment Review Committee

I was greatly saddened that after so many of us Mountain Bikers have been 

attending info meetings, work groups, and trail building events in collaboration 

with the State that there is such an irrational and incomprehensible closure of 

trails to occur. Taking terrain away, with more and more users coming into our 

area for the great trails, means more traffic on legal (and illegal) trails causing 

faster decline to even the most well built and "fully State approved" trails (Case 

in point is the"Turner Trail" in PSF!)

Of particular concern are the trails in the Northwest Section of October Mtn that 

appear arbitrarily and prematurely set for closure ("Blue Sink" and "Sweetheart"). 

These trails, along with many others in the local state forests are built and 

maintained with great care and cooperation among Mtn bikers as evidenced by 

the way they switchback steeper terrain to avoid issues with runoff, and avoid 

muddy/soft areas, streams and off camber hill sections. In addition to the 

environmental reasons, this is done because we dislike mud, having to get off 

our bikes to walk, and falling!

The majority of Berkshire County Mtn bikers are between the ages of 35 and 55 

with probably as many over 55 as under 35. It is a mature, cooperative, typically 

upper middle class group of people who spend $1200-$6500+ on their bikes and 

make up the largest and most frequent user group in the forests at 2-4x/week. 

These same people also make up the most frequent winter users for 

snowshoeing, backcountry skiing, and winter biking. 

We use email lists and our Facebook groups to address issues on trails 

(I.E.trees down, bridges out, pricker bushes needing trimming, ground bees, etc, 

etc.) Have you ever wondered who picks up all the small branches that fall on a 

weekly basis? It's us, the Mtn bikers...because they get caught in our derailleurs 

if the wheel flips them up...

Let's try working together like other communities are doing!

Betsy Kellogg 26 Stormview Rd

Lanesborough, MA 01237

US

Lanesborough MA 1237 zestylewis@hotmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

8/1/2016 9:27 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

To whom it may concern:

I am a member of the Rensselaer Land Trust. These are my comments and 

concerns regarding the Draft Recreation Trail Plan for the Pittsfield State Forest 

(PSF). Due to its proximity to the Rensselaer County, many of us extensively 

visit the state forests and parks in western Massachusetts and hike extensively 

on the Taconic Crest Trail (TCT).

I have several concerns regarding the environmental impact, diminished 

experience for hikers and extremely high cost which would result from these 

changes.

- The new OHV access parking area would draw increased numbers of OHV's 

into the park, resulting in added erosion, trail degradation and noise pollution. 

- OHV usage should not be permitted on hiking trails. Areas for OHV usage in 

MA should be in very separate areas from hiking trails as we have already seen 

much illegal usage on the Taconic Crest Trail which has resulted in erosion of 

trail and at times making it unusable for hikers. Many hours of volunteer time 

have already gone into repair of this trail. Countless hours of volunteer time are 

completed yearly to maintain open drainage and water bars on the trail. These 

can become wasted hours if one episode of OHV usage occurs during a wet 

season or after a heavy rain. 

I know many MA citizens appreciate and use this extensive hiking trail for both 

hiking and trail running, giving them a taste of the wilderness within 30 minutes 

of major metropolitan areas in NY and MA without having to travel to the 

Adirondacks or the White Mts. in NH.

The State of Massachusetts has an opportunity to work with NY and VT to 

continue to protect this great recreational trail and wildlife habitat.

Thank you for your time and attention.

francille egbert 50 maple trail

Sand Lake, NY 12153

US

Sand Lake NY 12153 fran.egbert@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

8/1/2016 0:00 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

DCR should accept as many mountain bike trails as possible. This is consistent with DCR’s 

stated goal to contribute to Berkshire County’s success as a recreational destination, and 

with good stewardship. Any closure of trails should be a last resort. Many users, including 

runners, hikers and walkers, like and use the mountain bike trails. These trails are 

minimally intrusive, with appropriate design and construction for the topography and 

conditions. They are sustainable by nature, and mountain bikes on appropriate trails have 

been empirically shown to have minimal impact. The mountain bike community has shown 

they are willing and able to maintain these trails at no cost to DCR. The trails are a great 

asset to the community. I believe the Draft Trail Plan as posted will serve to alienate a large 

state forest user group. I am intimately familiar with the set of trails that were built without 

DCR approval in the northwest section of Oct Mt State Forest, the trails we know as the 

Blue Sink trail and Sweetheart trail. The rationale cited in the plan seems to be arbitrary 

and vindictive; that they are disruptive to wildlife and/or damaging to environmentally 

sensitive areas.

In general I have found mountain bike trails to be very low impact to the environment, 

especially in comparison to motorized ORV trails, horse trails, and most especially in 

comparison to logging operations which the DCR seems to exhibit illogical favoritism 

towards. They have been built with erosion preventing switchbacks and avoid wetland 

areas (we do not like to ride thru mud, unlike ORVs). The short duration that those trails 

are occupied by mtn bikes and the quietness of our human powered equipment are not 

disruptive to wildlife.

I would recommend acceptance of those trails by the DCR and also would suggest that if 

there are any particular sections of those trails that are deemed to be treading in 

environmentally sensitive areas, that the DCR work with the mountain biker community to 

re-route.

John Severin PO Box 82

Great Barrington, MA 

01230

US

Great 

Barrington

MA 1230 jsev22@gmail.com Please add my 

contact information 

to an outreach list 

on the selected 

topic, in order to 

receive future DCR 

updates and public 

meeting notices on 

the topic

8/9/2016     



Draft Trail Plan Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests

Public Comments
deadline August 1, 2016

Date and Time Topic on Which You 

are Submitting Your 

Comment

Comment Name Address City State Zip Email I would like to 

receive future 

DCR updates

8/1/2016 0:00 Draft Trail Plan for 

Pittsfield and October 

Mt - deadline August 

1, 2016

Dear DCR - 

I write today to commend DCR staff on developing a Trail System Plan for the 

Pittsfield and October Mountain State Forests. I realize that DCR's mission is to 

provide outdoor recreational opportunities for hikers, bikers, snowmobilers and 

OHV users, and that maintaining a fully functioning trail system for all these 

modes is a challenge, particularly given the continued lack of funding from the 

Governor's office.

I am currently working with an enthusiastic group of volunteers who are working 

to create a Highlands Footpath that will link public and private recreational lands 

with villages along the Jacob's Ladder Trail and Route 112 Scenic Byways. A 

significant portion of the proposed route travels through October Mountain State 

Forest (OMSF), and we appreciate the guidance and DCR staff have offered as 

we investigated various routes to travel from Lee to Becket. I support the 

recommendations being offered for OMSF, particularly those focusing on 

creating additional non-motorized trail linkages. Most particularly we appreciate 

the recommendation to evaluate a potential footpath connection to the 

Washington Mt Marsh Trail, an exceptionally lovely spot within the state forest.

As we move forward with the Highlands Footpath initiative we look forward to 

working closely with DCR staff to create a footpath route that can most 

effectively take advantage of trail improvements, trail marking and user 

information in OMST and other DCR lands.

Lauren Gaherty BRPC, 1 Fenn Street, 

Suite 201

Pittsfield, MA 01201

US

Pittsfield MA 1201 lgaherty@berkshireplanning.org

8/9/2016     
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