From: David Harris [mailto:dkhamisfimac.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2014 3:41 AM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP

Here are some of my concems regarding Scusset Beach State Reservation that 1 would like to see
addressed in the Myles Standish Complex EMP

Upgraded electrical service — 50-30-20 amp senvice, not shared between two
campers, and in close proximity to the camper's pad. A reliable electric supply
line from the reservation entrance to the campground.

Water spigots, not shared between campers , that are in close proximity to the
camper's pad.

More lifeguards on the beach.

24 hour security during the camping season.

Repairs need to be made to the fish pier. This is a well used attraction to people
of all ages.

The beach bath house has undergone some cosmetic improvements, but needs
to be totally refurbished and modemized. ( not like the last time when work began
on July 1 during the height of the beach usage season)

Reinstitute winter camping with the bathrooms available and the dump station
open.

Provide the staff with the equipment (reasonable age and working condition) that
is needed to maintain the buildings and grounds.

Improvements to the entrance and exit so that campers can enter and leave the
reservation during peak beach usage and the traffic backups occur_(similar to
Salisbury State Park)

Improvements in drainage, both within campsites and and the roadways.

Many of the camper parking pads need to have the ground surrounding them
brought up to grade with the pad and leveled.

Improved beach parking with better traffic control (use of islands & speed bumps)
paving the jetty parking lot

water spigots for the tent sites (campfires are allowed with no readily accessible
water — plus the convenience for cooking purposas)

the fees charged to out-of-state users needs to be addressed; they should be
higher in keeping with what other states charge MA residents to use facilities in
their state.

I thank you for includimg the public nput mn developing a resource management plan. As
secrefary for the Fnends Of Scusset Beach Reservation I appland the working relationship we
have with DCE. I also recogmze the need to keep our facihty attractive and safe for all to enjoy;
a facility one would expect m the 21st Century. The plan 15 a start and 1t wall take ime and
money to successfully miplement 1t.

Thank you

Dave Hams
Hanson, MA



From: ednafaria [mailbo:ednafaria@hotmail.com)
Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2014 3:47 AM

To: David Harris; Updates, DCR. (DCR)

Subject: RE: Myles Standish Complex RMP

Thike 1t

Sent wia the Samsumg GATAWY 54 Active™ an ATET 4G LTE smarfphone

Onginal message —--——

From: David Hams <dkhams/@mac.com=
Date: 01/02/2014 9:41 AM (GMT-05:00)

To: derupdatesizistate. ma us
Subject: Myles Standish Complex EMP

Here are some of my concems regarding Scusset Beach State Reservation that 1 would like to see
addressed in the Myles Standish Complex EMP

Upgraded electrical service — 50-30-20 amp senvice, not shared between two
campers, and in close proximity to the camper's pad. A reliable electric supply
line from the reservation entrance to the campground.

Water spigots, not shared between campers , that are in close proximity to the
camper's pad.

More lifeguards on the beach.

24 hour security during the camping season.

Repairs need to be made o the fish pier. This is a well used attraction to people
of all ages.

The beach bath house has undergone some cosmetic improvements, but needs
to be totally refurbished and modemized. ( not like the last time when work began
on July 1 during the height of the beach usage season)

Reinstitute winter camping with the bathrooms available and the dump station
open.

Provide the staff with the eguipment (reasonable age and working condition) that
is needed to maintain the buildings and grounds.

Improvements to the enirance and exit 50 that campers can enter and leave the
reservation during peak beach usage and the traffic backups occur_(similar to
Salisbury State Park)

Improvements in drainage, both within campsites and and the roadways.

Many of the camper parking pads need to have the ground surrounding them
brought up to grade with the pad and leveled.

Improved beach parking with better traffic control (use of islands & speed bumps)
paving the jetty parking lot



« water spigots for the tent sites (campfires are allowed with no readily accessible
water — plus the convenience for cooking purposes)

« the fees charged o out-of-state users needs to be addressed; they should be
higher in keeping with what other states charge MA residents to use facilities in
their state.

I thank you for includmg the public mput m developmg a resource management plan. As
secretary for the Fnends Of Scusset Beach Reservation I appland the working relationship we
have with DCE. I also recogmze the need to keep our facihty attractive and safe for all to enjoy;
a facility one would expect m the 21st Century. The plan 15 a start and 1t wall take fime and
money to successfully miplement 1t.

Thank you

Dave Hams
Hanson, MA



From: Womstrifiaol.com [mailto: Womstriiaol.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2014 8:42 AM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Subject: Myles Standish Complex RPM

Dear DCH,
Some additional areas fo help improve and promote Scusset Beach Reservation and improve safety.

I know | brought up the need for additional life guards at Scusset Beach (7-8) there is also a need for
additional guard stands.

Improve: camp ground eleciric needs fo be updated and upgraded

Jetty parking lot pawed
Fe paving of main road from entrance to beach

Promote: Winterize camp ground bathrooms
Dump station open year round - even if fee charge

Safety: 24 howr staff on duty in season
Redesign of beach parking lot
increase of ifeguards

Possible places to look for lifeguards: Sandwich High School, Dudbuwry's Percy Walker Pood, Colleges,
and American Red Cross.

Thank you for involeing evenyone in your process. The ideas above come from many different people as
they talk to me when | am at the park. As president of the Friends of Scusset Beach | try fo look at all
areas of the park as it is so muli-dimensional. We fry hard as a group fo make owr projects reach to all
areas of the park. tems | have listed abowe are really not projects we can do but need to be looked at and
addressed.

Elise Smith



From: Linda Porazzo [mailto: porazzo@icomeast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, January 01, 2014 2:27 PM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Subject: Myles Standish Comples RMP

As per attached



To: dorupdates@state ma us
From: Linda Robbins Porazzo
Pembroke, ha.

subject: ktyles standish Complex RMP's

As per your letter dated December 11, 2013 regarding the new RMP's these are my concerns and ideas about
priority management issues related to recreation, stewardship of resources, and park facilities within the pyles
standish Complesx. 1| understand that this will be my only chance to woice my opinion and can help you see things
from a different set of eyes. When you start your process for this policy and planning document for the DCR's
management of Myles Standish Complex please take some of these into consideration. After serving 38 years as a
government official | realize it all comes down to cost but, we need to give a little to make things safer for all and
enjoy our beautiful rescurces. The opinions within this dooument are solely my opinions only and | thank you for
allowing me to address my concerns.

scusset Beach State Reservation |

Az o member of the Friends growp we con anly do so much to help Scusset and these are mojor projects. We connol
controf or help with these issuwes but | am pleased to have been part of what this Friends group hos done o make
this pork mare enjopable to ol who use it

Lurrent Electricgl systeny within the campground needs to be brought up to code with today's standards. | know
there have been studies done regarding the electrical system within the park, but nothing has been done in many

years.

1. Electrical Boxes need to be replaced. They shouldn't fall owver when you try to plug in, plus the plugs inside
the boxes were installed upside down.

2. The nead for the electric boxes closer to the parking site 5o you don't have to run extension cords.

3. The wiring to the boxes needs to be replaced to adequately supply the correct voltage to each site. The
Isowes should house 50¢/30/20 amp plugs in each box

4. It would be nice that you don't have to share a box with your camping neighbor.

Life Cugrds

In the wake of what has happened in the DCR swimming pools, it is 2 lot more area for Scusset’s [feguards to cowver
for public safety. They need more life guards and fe guard stands, two stands are not enough to cover such a
large area. Also they need a dedicated AT “that runs properly all the time” for just lifeguards to transport for first
aid and patrols

Jgier svaiom

Scusset needs more water stations to hook into. This is another issue that should be close to where you park so
you don't have to run miles of water hoses. | have seen in the summer water hoses bursting because people have
o rum 50 much hose to readh their faucets. all the water and electrical bowes should be next to each other and
near the parking area so you don't need to go searching thru brush looking fior them.

i

There is a need for camperound security especially after dark. Mot only for security but medical reasons. One
reason is due to the bocation of being next to canal, which is open to fisherman and the public after dark. Also that
most of the campers are an older base and that is when most medical needs happen.



Eish pigr
This fish pier is a safety hazard. It is a major attraction for young and old alike but it is in desperate need of
attention. Buch of the decking material needs to be replaced and it is a tripping hazard just walking on it.

Geoach Euilding
Cement was falling out of the ceilings and roofs. It was repainted by the prisoners this year and masonry repairs

done only addressed part of the issues in this area. Much of the concrete walkways are uneven or broken and also
@ huge tripping hazard. 1 think this building was built right after | was born and | am getting old and it is in need of
atbention.

. .
I s2& no reason why Scusset cannot keep the campground bathrooms opened in the winter. This could be a real
maoney maker for the State as a lot of people like to camp at Sousset in the winter_ A lot of BV units are winterized
in the winter they need toilet facilities plus only a few of the BV people have places to dump in the winter having
the dump station opened would help also.

Campground Eguipment

As | stated having worked for a government agency for 38 years, we buy things and buwild things but never put in
place a fund to do the upkeep on these projects. it is not fair to ask your employees to operate gny equipment that
is not safe or buildings which could be a hazard waiting to happen. 1 have seen the equipment they have to use and
someone could get hurt

Entronce to Campground

It should have a double drivewsay coming into the guard shack like Salisbury Beach. If you leave the camperound
just for an errand and try to come back in the summer you better pack a lunch because you are in line forewer
waiting to get in especdially on a hot beach day.

| niyles standish state park

Bring Myles Standish's policy guide wp to dote. Also they need mare lighting during the evening hours especially
when holding meetings in their buildings. | know there are motion lights but they should be able to stay on until
after the public has left the meetings.



From: Reed?S0684@acl.com [mailto:Reed?S06848acl.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 12:04 PM
To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP"

» Lpgraded electrical service --- 50-30-20 amp service, not shared between two
campers, and in close proximity to the camper's pad. A reliable electric supply line from
the reservation entrance to the campground. Their are many times the power drops to
110 volts and below which can damage some Motor Home appliances.

« |nsfifute winter camping with the bathrooms available and the dump station open.
= Water spigots, not shared between campers | that are in close proximity to the
camper's pad.

= More lifeguards on the beach.

= 24 hour security during the camping season.

= The beach bath house has undergone some cosmetic improvements, but needs to be
totally refurbished and modemized. { not like the last time when work began on July 1
during the height of the beach usage season)
» Provide the staff with the equipment (reasonable age and working condition) that is
needed to maintain the buildings and grounds
* |mprovements to the entrance and exit so that campers can enter and leave the
reservation during peak beach usage and the traffic backups occur (similar to Salishury
State Park)

Friends of Scusset Beach

Ray Reed



Plvmouth County League of Sportsmen's  Clubs
John P. Murray RECEIVED

Deparment of Conservalion and Recreation
CHfice of Public Chutreach

251 Couseway Street £ Suite 600

Boston, MA 0214

December 22, 2003
[e=ar 3r, Sray

On behalf of the membership of the Plymouth County League of Sportsmen | write o provide
festimmiy regording the Resource Management Plan for the Myles Standish Complex.

The Plvmmouth County Legewe of Sportsmen represents the following 13 member oreanizations, Hansan
Eod and Gun, Carver Spartsmen’s Club, Fin Fur and Feather of Matmapoiseit, Holbrook Sportsimen’s
Club, Marshfield Rod and Gun, Old Colony Sponsmen's Club, Plymouath Rod and Gun Club, Sagamore
Kille Club, Somoset Rod and Gun Clob, Sciuaie Bod and Gun Club, Standish Sportmen’s Association,
Upland Sportsmen's Club and W ankinguosh Rod and Gun. Collectively the Plymouth County League of
Sportsimen represent sevieral thousund srea sportsmen who utilize (hese fecilites regularly and all of
whonm have an sclive interest in fhe resource management plan uoder considerution by vour agency. The
etz members support the sugestions conbained herdm by unamimous vole of our December mecting.

We support strengthening the plans hunting, ttapping und fishing provisions. We sugmest changing the
existing language perfaining te bunting in Myles Standish Stale Forest as follows

Change Paragraph 3 on page 50 to read

The entire [orest 1= open for hunting and rapping excepd the area near the prason cunp, park
headquarters and Barrett Pond, Hunting, Trapping and Fishing seasons and lwwiul methixls are
regulated by the Division of Fish and Wildhie Retf MGL Chapter 13 land 131 A& 321 CMR [0 - 1100
and the Federal and Massachusetis Migratory Gamse Bind regulistions, No discharge of firearms, bow
and amows or other weapons. is allowed outside the seasons and restrictions of the above laws and

re gulations without special permit.

Change Paragraph 4 on page 50 to read

MSSF contains two Wildlife Management Arcas that are managed by the Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife., The pheasant and quail areas are stocked with game birds from mad-Chemober through
Movember. MSSF is also popular for deer honling duning the deer sexsons which run from Miil October
throwzh late December, Turkey humters utilize the forest during the Spring Turkey sea=son whch ran [ile
April through late Muay. Rabbitt. Covote and sl mome hunters utihze MSSF from Mid October until
euarly March. The above general seaons are nol meant e be exhaustive. A complete listing of legul
scasons is available in the Annual Guide to hunting, freshwater fishing and trapping published by the
[Dnivision of Fishernes and Wildlife.



Youth Turkey Hunl, Youth hunting proerams of the Division offish aond wildlife are allosed doring the
May Youth Turkey season, Generally the Saturday prior to the start of the Regular spring turkey season,

Youth Phesant Hunt, Youth Hunting programs of the Division of Fish and Wildlife are allowed during
the Youth Pheasant Program time slot determined by the Division of Fish and Wildlife Generally the 6
weeks prior to October 15,

Adld toy the Other Partoerships section on poape 69 Local sportsmen's clobs in cooperation with the
Diivision of Fish wnd Wikdlife condsct youth bupts within MSSF for the porposes of humter recroitment
and retention.

Add o table 54,0 Provide sizmoge and edvueational nterials desiomned o pablicize and encourpee the
pise of loonier orange gacients for all visilors during bonting seasons,

We bhelieve it's the proper role of the DCR to insure that these lands remain open to public honting as a
way o efTectively manage Myles Stamdish State Forest and associated arens. These sugeestions
strengthen the management plan for the forest and sssociated properties and recognize the unigoe and
Important role of sportsmen in the loture management of the Torest,

Sincerely,

John Faliroski
President Plviouth County Leagoe of Sportsmen
For The membership

Aetor fubrode



From: Mark Gately [mailto:mark. gatelyiibe.edu]
Sent: Thursday, January 09, 2014 3:52 PM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)
Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP

My name is Mark Gately and | am a Duxbury resident. 'm confining my
comments and a request to the Myles Standish Monument State
Reservation. The reservation is neary alwavs closed. As one of the
jewels of the new Myles Standish Complex for Resource Management,
1 feel compelled to insist that funding be appropriated to maintain the
park open daily, at least during the summer season. It's an excellent
opportunity for a couple of (work/study) college students to function as
docents for this beautiful resource. If funding is too tight for this
reasonable request, simply open the gates and the monument tower
unattended in daylight hours with periodic police patrols...






"Gdveation either functions as an intrument which i7 vred to facilitate
integration of the younger generation into the logice of the present and
bring about conformity [ it becomes the practice of Hreedom; the means

by which men and women deal critically and ereatively with reality to

LU

disrcover how to participate in transforming the world.” “Paolo Freire,

of the Oppressed =




From: Dean Phaneuf [mailto:deanol 7 20vahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 11, 2014 12:41 PM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Subject: "myles standish complex rmp"

| was wondering if replacing small firepits back to each campsite could be addressed?
My family and | camped oufl at scussett beach in 2012 and loved it here but really missed
the campfire feel at night

Thanks sincerely
Cean Phaneuf and famiby



From: amason®4438acl.com [mailtoiamason3443@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 11, 2014 5:19 PM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP

To Whom it may Concemn,

The following are my comments on the Myles Standish Complex RMP:

| have bheen made aware that the Myles Standish State Forest has been zoned as
Reserve under this planning system. This means that no forest management can be
done in this DCR facility. There are a number of white pine plantations that were planted
in the 1930s and the 1960s that have had a substantial amount of silvicultural activities
done to get them to their present condition. These forest stands should continue to be
managed both for assthetic reasons and for forest products. The nursery stock that was
used to plant these stands came from seed that did not originate from Southeastern
Massachusetts. They were planted in areas that used to be pine bamens and have been
an item of discussion as far as being intrusive to this ecosystem. If the white pine
plantations are going to remain, they should continue to be managed and possibly be
converted to pine barmens over time. These stands have been regenerating into the
barens and some areas are reverting to white pine. The rare species will benefit from
these plantations eventually being phasad out. The main reason that the forest has
been zoned resenve is to protect and manage the pine barmens for its rare plant and
animal species.

On the west side of the forest, there is an area that was always called the "Ryan Lot."
This area has a native mature stand of white pine where there has been shelterwood
cutting done in the past. There are sections of the area that need to have some
silvicultural activities done to better space the trees and remove poor quality individuals.
The reserve zone does not allow for any more activity to take place here. Even if a light
amount of cutting is done, it would improve this area aesthetically. If it is the desire

of DCR to expand the pine bamens into this area, trees will eventually have to be cut.

Please consider these as my comments to the Myles Standish Complex RMP.
Austin B. Mason.



From: wivick@laol.com [mailoowrvickiacl.com]
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 11:03 PM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP

Attached are my cbhservations from time spent at all  properties in the Myles Standish Complex.

Regards,
Bill Wicksirom



Myles Standish Complex Planning Suggestions
Myles Standish State forest

Preserving fragile environment

Pond protection - Boat owners should be made aware that invasive or unwanted
plant life can be transported form hull bottoms from pond to pond. Certain ponds areas
should be restricted to protect rare and endangered species.

Removal of invasive species - Spotted knapweed is very prevalent in the
Cutterfield area and has been identified in many other locations throughout the forest.
Knapweed Weevils have been introduced in several selected areas and hopefully more
can be released im the future to control this aggressive plant. Carolina Fanwort has
heavily infested the East Head Reservoir and nearby Federal Pond. Group outings could
be arranged to assist with removing certain invasive species.

Protecting frost pockets — Maybe having signs posted around these fragile area
miight be helpful. I'm sure many visitors have no idea what a frost pocket is.
Education - Many users of forest are unaware of the fragile nature of pine barrens.

Having educational displays might help making people more aware of the emvironment
they are in. Postimg more information at kiosks and at campgrounds would be helpful.

Roads and signage / Parking lots

Build bridge. Tens of thousand of extra miles are driven each year on detour around a
windy poorly conditioned road around East Head Reservoir. Find a way to settle
landowner differences and get the bridge rebuilt. It was usable once and certainly could
and should be rebuilt.
Continue with better signage. Myles Standish is a very large and at times confusing
park, even for those familiar with it. Improved road signage induding mileage to key
locations would be very helpful. Becent new signs have been helpful, but more are
needed.
Improve condition of roads. Roads other than main entrances from Carver and
Long Pond Road are showing major signs or wear and tear and should be improved
when possible. Sections near East Head Reservoir, Barret Pond and Fearing Pond

are in rough shape.

Kiosks at PL#2, East Entrance and Campgrounds. Display more information at key
park areas. Additional information at the existing kiocsks would be helpful. New



ones at the campgrounds would be worthy. Education of the people is very important
for park preservation and awareness. | was encouraged to see the kiosk building
program in the maintenance building and hopefully more will be built for Myles

Standish.
Improve parking situation at East Entrance. A major entry area with a very poor

parking situation. The whole East entrance are could use much improvement as it is one
of the two major park entrances.

Landscaping

Continue with projects around park HQ. Friends groups have had some
involvement. There should be numerous opportunities for Service Projects for Scouting
and other organizations. Improved landscaping at HO would be a worthy project
Improve area around East Entrance - Recent landscaping done to improve this

area has been damaged at least once by park employees and again recently by winter
users. Money should be set aside to protect and uperade this area.

Trails

Better trail signs - Many other start parks have wooden signs at entrances and key
intersections along trails. More signs on the East Head Reservoir and the Friends trails
would be very helpful to the average hiker. This would also make a good Eagle Scout
project. Borderland 5State park is good example of a park with good trail signage. M55F
should follow their lead. Also endosed maps within the park with a “you are herg”
armow would be very useful. Many other parks have this including the Blue Hills. This
has been done recently on the Bentley Loop and has been a major improvement.
Improve maps and add additional trails. Currently the Friends trail is not on the
map, despite being tagged with trail markers. Hopefully this will become approved to
be an official trail. M5SF is different in that it is intersected with many fire roads which
can be excellent for walking. A few selected hiking routes could certainly be added as
suggested routes and trail signs added to guide walkers on selected forest road routes.
A hiking only map with description of each trail or loop could be added. Nickerson and
Borderland parks have trail descriptions in their brochures. If people had a better idea of
the trails, they might get more use.



Recreation

= Blke pﬂtlls. A grant for trail repair was given , but the money allocated for another
use. The trails are still in fair shape but have signs of wear after 40 years of use. The
bike paths are a great resource and certainly could be utilized more. The trails do need
miore maintenance and many areas last summer were covered with pine needles. There
are also a few windy and hilly areas where trail signs would be very helpful and signs
near approaching roadways and gates should be added where needed.

» Fishing — Encourage fishermen to be more environmentally conscious. Too often

fishing litter is left behind, including fishing line that can strangle wildlife. Maybe more
receptacles and “No littering’ notices to encourage keeping park dean.

. Fil'illg range — not a very favorable idea that was presented at one hearing. People
don't come to park to hear guns being fired. Hunting season is an exception.

* Hu nting - 5igms up at entrances when seasons in progress. Also maybe notices in kiosks
encouraging non-hunters to wear orange when deer season is in progress.

. Equestrian —The park has many miles of wonderful equestrian trails. However many
have been ruined by ORV use. More funding should be provided for trails in disrepair

and also money for improved parking and better signage. Many equestrian trails are
wooded paths and better signage would be a welcome addition.

Camping

=  More yurts

* Keep on improving bathroom facilities

* Longer season if there is demand.

» Keep fixing erosion areas around other ponds. Recent work done at Fearing
Pond was a good improvement.

Park Entrance [ Visitors Center

» Displays for educational purposes.
= Gift store for additional revenues. This would also keep traffic down a bit if

visitors don't have to drive out of park to receive services that could be offered at a park
store. Private campgrounds offer this, why not a State park?

» Improve check in process during busy times. Campers should not have to
endure long wait times when entering park. Increased staffing during busy check in



times certainly would help this. | was surprised to hear the front desk can only handle
one car at a time.

Care of Forest

» Future plantation management - Have plan to manage plantation areas for future

and convert back to pine barrens habitat when possible. Recent plans for removal of
diseased red pines plantations will be a major step for pine barrens restoration.

Ponds

= Allow greater access. Charge and Fearing Ponds could be used by general public to
take pressure of College Pond. Add gates with fees for parking such as at Borderland 5P.
Continue erosion prevention projects.

» Encourage more fishing and better cleanup by fishermen. Many fishermen
are sloppy and leave litter behind. Better education and maybe more trash containers
would help. A few more signs to keep park clean and no littering might help.

= Bath house facilities. Fix, preserve and open the bath house at Fearing and improve
the situation at Charge Pond.

» Protect environmentally sensitive areas. Some areas with rare plant and wildlife
species should be restricted at certain times of the year. People need to be better
educated and may be more informational kiosks at recreational areas would help.

= Vernal Pools Track areas of this type habitat and maybe open several for nature
trail/educational purposes. How many city visitors are aware of what a vernal pool is?

Misuse of forest

» A better effort to prevent ATV and ORV use. Would bold warning signs at key
entry points have any affect? There is still very heavy use in the forest with very little
enforcement.

« More effective prosecution of offenders with stricter penalties. Hopefully
after May 1%, the laws will have teeth to them. Repeat offenders should encounter
much stricter penalties and all offenders should be kept in a database for future
reference. This is a public resource and all that abuse park property should be penalized
accordingly.

» Educate park visitors of Park Watch. The more awareness made the better. The
miore violations reported, the better our chances to cutting down future park abuse.



» Educate visitors of major OTV damage. Displays of damage and why ORV are
prohibited here should be displayed.

» Add stiff fines for littering and enforce those fines. Maybe having more “Keep
Park Clean” and ‘Mo littering’ signs would help. Lots of litter such as coffee cups and
water and juice bottles carelessly discarded.

* |llegal dumping — stiff fines for anyone caught doing illegal dumping of appliance or
other items. A boat was recently left in forest near Mast Road.

Expanding Park Property

« Expand park boundaries when possible with new acquisitions. This has been
done for several small parcels in last three years.

* Add existing adjacent conservation land to park. With the ever increasing

population growth in Plymouth County, any opportunity to permanenthy preserve land
should be taken.

Going Green

. FlE[t";f.:ling — There should be a way to encourage recycling in a park as there is
certzinly lots of waste generated. All bottles and cans should be recycled. There should
also be a method for capturing all types of paper products. Recycling containers should
be set up in key park area with heavy usage.

* Composting toilets at selected park locations.

* Renewable energy sources. Explore opportunities for solar and small scale wind
opportunities if there is grant money for this. MCI property might be an area for this

possibility. Solar panels are appearing in more areas and are accepted. With the ever
increasing cost of oil, and with green technologies becoming more efficient and

affordable, this should be an option in all future planning.



Myles Standish Monument — Duxbury
This is @ great property that is greatly underutilized and neglected.
Entrance gate is usually closed and locked. When is this property open?
A kiosk at entrance with resenvation hours and information would be helpful.
There was lots of litter in woods surrounding fields near monument.
A bonfire with burnt wood was scattered on lawn near monument base. Charred
remains damaged the cement near entrance.
Lots of downed trees along side of road leading to monument. One fallen tree was
actually taking up two parking spaces.
An old formerly used hiking trail was overgrown and fallen trees blocked the path in
several places. A restored hiking trail would add to the experience.
Grounds did not receive fall landscaping and lots of leaves on grassy areas.
This property could use the TLC a Friends group cold offer.
What are future plans? A nominal admission charge might help improve this facility.

Bay Farm — Duxbury
A beautiful and well used property, run by the town of Duxbury.
A kiosk at parking lot with trail maps and other information would be helpful.
Mumerouws doggie litter bags left along trails. A sign at a kiosk educating users to
properly dispose of dog waste in trash barrels would be appredated by other users.
This seems to be a common problem at many properties.
Some dogs left loose to roam despite signs stating that dogs should be leashed.
A kiosk along an inner trail needs a badly fading an peeling map to be replaced.
This beautiful location could have some educational signage in key areas along bay.

Mulliken's Landing — Kingston
A small property with access to Jones River.
Trail was extremely muddy near stream bank. A dock and improved walkway or
boardwalk near river would improve accessibility.



Scusset Beach Reservation

+ A great scenic property with very good facilities .
* (One area for improvement was the 3agamore Hill Trail which could use better trail

signage. The Marsh trail was not marked. It was a beautiful loop and could be improved
upon and made an official trail.

Ellisville Harbor State Park

= A begutiful property with a great marsh area, scenic overlooks and interesting unspoiled
beach areas.

+ LUpland grounds are totally overrun with spotted knapweed, and aggressive invasive
Species.

=  [Driveway into main parking area has a huge dip that was water filled and needs to be
regraded.

Kingston State Forest

A large forested area that has been greatly altered from its original state by the relocation
of Route 44 which bisects the middle of the property. Beautiful wooded areas, ponds,
kettle holes and vernal pools and rolling undulating terrain make this property an
interesting place to explore. My visit was when the ground was snow covered, but it
appears that heawvy DRV, dirt bike and trail bike usage occurs here. This is good terrain to
offer this type of activity because the one drawback to this property is the constant highway
noise that detracts from a quiet woods experience. [t would still be a fine place to offer a
defined network of hiking trails and there is an underpass under Route 44 that connects the
two parcels. There are some attractive ponds for fishing opportunities and also good
terrain for humting. | found very limited parking areas and wonder what the state has
planned for this property?



Pilgrim Memorial State Park

A heavily visited historic tourist area in Plymouth Harbor area. Some effort has been made
recently to improve the waterfront area, with extensive renovations of the Plymouth Rock
area and new informational signage and flower plantings. The rocky shore area is
unattractive and is also an area that collects litter. This area could be made much more
attractive than it is now, considering the large volume of traffic it receives. The Town of
Plymouth has greatly improved the Brewster Gardens across the street. DCR should take
the lead from these changes and continue to improve their prized parcel. The town of
Plymouth has very extensive renovations planned before the year 2020, the 400™
anniversary of Pilgrims landing. Hopefully the state will do their part to improve the
waterfront area.

Forefathers Monument

This is a prized property with a very historic granite monument that is one of the largest in
the country. This property is greatly underutilized and under publicized. It also could use a
facelift and preserved better for the future. The grounds are OF, but could use more
attractive landscaping and some TLC. Any tourist visiting the area should also include this
stop as part of their visit.



From: Sharl Heller [mailto:slheller@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 12:31 AM
To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Cc: Carclyn Gould

Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP Comments

Attached are comments from the Southeastern Massachusetts Pine Barrens
Alliance regarding the Myles Standish Complex Resource Management Plan for your

consideration.
Thank you,

Carolyn Gould
Sharl Heller



southeastern massachusaetts

. pine barrens alliance
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14 Japuary 2014

Commissioner Jack Morray

Drepartment of Conzervation and Fecreation
Cifice of Public Outreach

2531 Canzeway Street, Swite P00

Boston, MA 02114

Fe "Alfles Standish Complex ELIF”

We are submitting the following conuments as reprezentatives of the Southeastern Massachusetts Pine
Barrens Alliance (ZEMPBA) to your request for public response to the drafting of Resource hanagement
Plans (FAPs) for the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR's) properties in what is being
called the Myles Standish Complex.

We appland the DMCE’s effod to extend the BLF process to all of its properties. A mumber of the members
of our newly forming alliance played an mtegral role in developing the BMF for the hivles Standish State
Forest as members of the Proends of hyles Standish State Porest (AMSSF). Now that DCE has mstituted a
new manapement structure, it needs o adapt the BEAPs to this Parks Unification program. We wish, first of
all, to re-emphazize our backing of the original M33F EAP and, secondly, to provide a few brief observations
about the BEMFP process as it moves forward and about the Mvles Standish Complex in particular.

Jha peed S0y balance
As you have stated, by statute, RWFPs must
* Ee prepared for all “reservations, parks, and forests” under DCR. manaserment,
*  “clode puidelines for the operation and land stewardship of. .. reservations, parks and
forests™;
“provide for the protection and stewardship of natoral and cultural resources™; and
ensure consistency beftreen recreation, resource protection and sustamahble forest
management.” (A& L. Chapter 21; Section 2F).

These statements clearly call for a balance between stevardship, resource protection, sustamable forest
protection, on the one hand, and recreation, on the other. Unformmately, it is our belief that the pablic
contribution process can often result in statements that more heavily concentrate on recreational use than on
public lands stewardship. Fecent moves on the part of the DCE to help restore the rare ecosystem of the

scoah mk,-"PmEbmens community by removing red pine plantations from WMESF have helped to fulfill in part
some of its environmental protection and management mandate. Bat it is not enough.

We are calling for increased forest management practces, which, for example, can help reduce the fel load
building up i MSSF and other forests within this Complex while helping to maintain the natural beauty of

this, the world’s second larpest Adantic Coastal Pine Barrens repion. These efforts=—and many more that we



have not addressed—uwill not only help mamtain the natoral beauty of the forest properties, they will also
increase public safety.

Staffine
TWe are also concermed that the Parks Unification program, which places the management of cultural

resources—like the hivles Standish Monument State Reservation and the Pilprim hlemorial State Park—
alongside the manasement of natural rescurces—dike MESF, BEllisville Harbor State Park, and Seusset
Beach—is putting undoe stress and an mereased workload on an already belespuered staff. Currently, the
staff is hard preszed to mamtzin properties, let alone Drrest in their acfve manzrement and restoration, not to
mention the enforcement of existing laws affecting recreational wse, particularly the monitoring of dlegal
DOBEN uze.

Building “Complexes™ of EMPs may look on paper as if the DCE has the facilites under its care adequately
staffed, but visitors are guick to notice when parks are understaffed. Well-maintained parks generate tourizm
and increase revenue. In an area known as a mecca for tourists, skimpig on park staffing will exacerbate the
depradation of our heavily visited parks and eventually result reduced tourism, an mportant economic factor
in southeastern Massachuasetts. We sugpest that the BAE Draft include 2 section reparding toarizm
enbhancement for every park in the southeast repion’s BIE Complexes.

Properties vs. the Eeplon

We understand the need for a propertv-based approach to developing BWFs, to ensure that the effective
management of any single property does not get ovedooked. We also believe that, m the BEMF process,
regional jszues also need to be addressed  The newly formed Myles Standish and Mickerson Complexes
comprise an area we ¢all the Greater Pine Barrens Region of Southeastern Massachusetts. We hope to gain
encourage the DCE to consider the needs of the region, as well as individual properties, in its planning
process.

Some issues, like legal OFRWV use, may affect only large forested areas, bat other issues, like mvasive plants,
more positively when its regicnal identity and narrative are addressed zlongside the local parks’ needs. The
naming of DCE complexes should come from ecological and peographical featares, not from the existing
names of the largest properties. 3uch a shift in naming reflects a more park user-friendly approach rather

Elisalle Habor State Park

We believe that the upland area of Ellisville State Park would best be managed as a sandplain prassland
community {zee hitpe/ /s mass.gov, eea/ docs /dfy/nhesp /namral-commmunities-facts /sandplain-
grasshand pdf). Less frequent mowing by the DACE. 1ast fall resulted in a wonderfol meadow, nmach like the
meadow n the Prances Crane Wildlife Refuge. In previous years the fields received frequent mowing and
appeared more like pastareland ﬂunmﬂdnwimﬂ_'fhjsymweubaemad milkeeed plants that had sprume up
among the tall grasses and shrobs. The pods weze allowed to reach maturity and reseed themselves. The
numbers of butterflies and birds seemed to have increased sionificantly and the field was much more aded,
interesting and besmiifol. If the commumity type is sandplain prazsland, then the fields would benefit from a
carefully developed management plan aimed at mproving habitat for the twenty-toro rare animals associated
with this habitat. Inwasive plants are a hope concem all through the park. We trust that the INatural Heritage
and Endangered Species Propram (NHESE) will evalozte the Ellizville fields as part of the BLP process. We
wold support 2 management plan that inclodes prescribed fire for the control of exctic plants, as
recommended by the WHESP for sandplain grasslands,

The field station at Ellisville tits atop a hillside ovedooking Ellisville h{arsh to the south and Cape Cod Bay to
the east and north, which is arpuably one of the loveliest views on public lands in southeastern hMassachusetts.



Pleaze consider opening the view for greater public enjoyment and adding a few park amenities, such as
picnic tables, viewing benches and interpretive signs highlishting the park’s natural and cultoral resources at
this site. Finding a rense fior the recently abandoned Geld station would help make the park fesl safer to
visitors and sigmify that the State understands the importance the park to the local community and it's
geological and ecolopical significance on the plobal scale.

Ellizville comprises several namral communities, inchidine a salt marsh, which requires active managsement It
iz comprised of 2 mumber of natural commumities, providmg breeding sronnds for several rare and
endangered species. The site contaims and a building, which is in the Historical Curatorship propram, and has
a rich history that is fading from knowledge. This richly diverse property deserves 2 full inventory and a
carefully crafted managemment plan.

Cur concermn is that with the DCR's imited resources, it will not be able to develop a thoroush Dventory in
the tme frame of the current FAMP process. We suppest that the DCR acknowledge the need for onpoing
monitormg and research of this complex property and mechade a program for cnpoiy assessments and
consequent updates to the Ellisville Harbor State Park management regime.

Emeston State Forest

It is our understanding that Kingston State Porest does not contain pricty habitat or any sipnificant cultacal
or natural features. Becanse it is known to be an area of heavry illegal OBV wse and is fragmented by roadways
and highways, we suggest creating a destination OBV DCE—run facility at this site. We realize that the
property may not pass the “fine filter™ test for the development of an OBV site, but those criteria are
cutdated and need to be reevaluated. Begistration mereases the revenue earmarked for OFV education,

The DCE. should acknowledge that the Kingston State Forest i= 2 hot bed of ORV activity. Investment in an
OREN facility at this site would improve DEER” credibility with the OBV community that has been promized
more fddng areas. Opening a new OFV site may encourage greater cooperation and mrvolvement of riders
and (hopefully) reduce illegal riding in the area. The DCE manages polf courses, swimming pools, ski areas
and skating arenzs. It seems fair that the DCE would provide recreational facilites for ORV enthusiasts as
well. Simply opening an area to bfding is no more reasonable than opening an area for golfing without the
Just as any other sport’s field, ORW facilities require development and management. A frst—class OREWV
facility in Kingston might prove self-supporting through the collection of user fees. A new OBEN facility may
also kelp move the OV cultore, which seems to sanction llegal fding under the excuse that too few legal
riding areas exist, towards 2 more compliant and cooperatiTe Nser group.

TWe can no longer afford to ignore the ORV problem The degradation to our conservation lands grows
worse every vear. We must decide whether to provide sustainable recreationsl opportunities for OFV: or ban
them from hfassachusetts, as has been done recenty in some of our neighboringe states. It is time for the
DCE to become proactive in bailding cooperation among the riding comnmunity or else work for the
banishment of OBRVs. Developing an OFRV recreationsl facility in the Fingston State Forest would provide a
good testing oroumd for informing that decizion.

Mational Mommment to the Forefathers

The Forefather’s Monoment is the largest solid granite momument in the United States but it i tocked away
on a side street makimg it difficult to fnd. For this reason the park has far fewer vizitors than one would
expect for 3 monument of such sipnificance. We appland DCE’s parmerzhip with the Deers o Himsry Iitiative
that resulted in a tour of the Momment in September 2013, We suprest that the DCE. continue to devalop
partnerships to increase visitation to the site, conduct frequent tours and publizh a puidebook for sale
explaining the history and meanmg of the Monoment.



In 2012, we received a report that while the property has some wondecfiol native eastern red cedar trees
prowing near one side of the Momoment, an invasive plant, oriental bittersoreet, was found ronning all the way
up the trmks, endangering the trees. The DCE might consider a plan to enlist volunteers to help control
imvasive plants on smaller properties where control is relatively easy. It was sugpested that planting more
eastern red cedar on the opposite side of the hill would add balance to the scenery.

‘I'hmkjﬂnﬁu:ﬂnupgﬂrﬂlmtyhummmmt We look forward to reviewing the Diraft
Sincerely,

Carolm Gould
Sharl Hellar

Tbe Norrbern red—beified marer foand oniy in ponds in Plymasrh Coswary

204 Long Pond Road, Plymouth, MA 02380
wwew pinebarrensalliance.org



From: Heidi Ricc [mailbo: hricd @massaudubon.org]

Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 3:41 PM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)

Cc: Silva, Jason (DCR); Orfant, Joe (DCR); Qiend@networkingfriends net
Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP

Attached for your consideration are Mass Audubon’s comments regarding management planmng
for the Myles Standish Complex of DCE. properties m and around the South Shore.

Thank you

Heidi

E. Heidi Ricc
Senior Policy Analyst
Mass Awdubon

208 Sowth Great Road

Lincoln, MA 01773
FAI-259-2172

bricoipmazzaydubon.org
Shaping the Future of Your Community Program - waw massudubon org'shapinethefitura
Visit yarer massaudubon grg to learm more about our conservation, education, and advocacy work.

. . =
Ewe Y little bt |||-=|||f- )
Please ceasider the emvironment befere printing.



:) Mass Audubon

Advocacy Depariment
208 South Great Rosd « Linooln, Massachusets 01773

tal TE1-250-2172 & emall hricd@massaudubon o

January 14, 2014
Jack Mureay, Commissioner
Departmeent of Cotservation and Recrestion
231 Causcway Strect, Suite MH)
Boston, MA G214

Via Email: DO Lipdanes msiate. ma s

oo Myles Standish Complex Resource Management Plan (RMP)

Dear Commissiones Murray.

On behalf of Mass Audubon, [ submdt the following commenis m elation (o dafiing of a Bezource
Monagement Plan (RMP) for the Depariment of Conserviadion and Recreation™s (DCR) properties in and
around the Sewly Shore. Mass Audubon suppors the developmeint of RMPs based oo unit comglexes of
propertics located mthe some geographic reman and managsd a5 a amy, provided those BMPs address the
property-specific resources, tratls, and management needs,

RMP Title: We recommend that the title for this RMP reflect the general geographic scope of the RMP,
i.c. “Myles Standish and South Shore EMP” or somcthing similar,  We understand that Myles Standish
State Forest is the staffing unit that will coordinate management of the other propertics in the complex.
However, the titke of the document should reflect the geographic scope so that it is easily undersiandable
b the public what areas this EMP encompasses, Properties covered by this RMP include Bay Farm,
Ellisville Harbor State Park, Kingston Siate Forest, Mulliken's Landing, Myles Siandish Monument State
Reservation, Myles Standish State Forest, National Monwment to the Forefathers, Pilgrim Memaonal State
Park, and Scusset Beach State Reservation.

Resource Protection and Management Challenges: The propentics covered by this EMP include

inportant and sensitive natural resources including habitat for many rare species including birds, reptiles
amphibians, butterflics and moths, dragonflics, beetles. and plants as well a5 rare natural communitics and
high quality examples of more commaon natural hobitats, Myles Stamdish Stane Forest contains globally
rare pine barrens habitat, and this s recognized in the existing RMP for that propenty. These propertics
are also beavily utilized for recreation, paricularly during the summer months, I¢ s important that the
FEMP recopnize and provide for protection of mre species as well as more conmon notural hobicats chat
may be damaged by inappropriare use, a8 well as protection of fresh and salt water quality. The EMP
should also recognize the impacts of climate change on both eoasal and inland properties and should
include appropriate plans for adapiation fo anticipated impacts such as sea level rise, increasing stonm
intensities, and more frequent droughts.,

Mass Audubon works cooperatively with DUR to monitor and protect rare coastal waterbirds including
Piping Plovers that breed on several DCR beaches. We annually provide recommendations to DCR
regarding refinements to the monitonng and management programs and leok forward to contimuing these
covperatmve efforts o protect rre and endangered birds.

We also note that some DCR propenics including Bay Fanm in Duxbury and Kingston {comiguous with
other conservanon property owned and managed by the two towns) include ficlds that provide breeding
habitat for grassland birds ¢.g. Bobolinks. As documented in Mass Avdubon s Seave of the Binds repont
{wowns mgsssaudubon orplaatesithebinds), birds dependent on early seccessional habdrat such as

1



grasslands and shrublands are decliming, and management of remaining habatat 15 importiane. We
recommiend that felds not be mowed before August | in order o esable buds o fedee. Off-leash dops
are also a concern at Bay Farm and other ssics including coastal waterhird breeding beaches and even in
forcsis whire ground and shioub-nesting birds are casily dsturbed. DUR regulations requine dogs o be
leashed. but there is inadequate staff capacity o enforce the regnalations, Additional edueational signage
and meterials would e helpful wmborm the public of the preblems unleashed dogs ereme for birds and
orther wildlife

DCR s siaffing and budgetary shorages create significant challenges lor providing o safe and enjovnble
recreational expenence for the public at all of 15 sites while protecting myriad and often sensitive maturl
and cultornl resourcss. This challenue is particularly scute at umstaffed locations, but 15 an issuc
throughout the entire DCR park svstem. It is important that the EMP adequately document and
acknowledor these problems, and priontze action recommendations o address the most seriows issues.
Commonly encountered problems include: off-leash dogs, illegal or unanthorized uses such as party
spots. ATVs. dumping and litter. These issues exist at many locanons throughout the park system.

The recently updated DCR Violunteer Policy positions DCR to work more extensively with Friends
groups and other volunteers. It is importans that specific staff be assigned within cach Conplex 1o
Excilitate parmerships and projects with volunteers.

The EMP should clearly identify (with maps) rails that are open to the public and the associated allowed
pses. Unmuthonzed mails that pass through environmentally sensitive areas should be prioritized for
elosure, Unpaved roads or paths that facilitare access by velicles or ATV to unsupervised locations
should be pated. Every site should have sigrape that identifies the property as DCE property, provides
basic rules ond regulstions, ond DCR contact information

Masz Audubon will continue to advocate for an adequats budget for DCR to manage its propertics and
ensure proper siewardship. RMPs play a key role in documenting unmet needs as well as prioritizing
allocation of lmited agency resources.

Thank vou for the opportunity to comment.

Simcerely,

5 Yl roe>

g Jason Silva, Diveceos of Palicy, DCR
Joe Orfang, Bureau of Planning and Respurce Profection
Forest and Parks Friends Weowork

Masy Aucdubon works fo grotect e pature of Mascacheeess forpeople aod wildiife. Topethor with mare Hem
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s for 225000 ehiliven cond achaley aneanlly, o ofvecate for sonind sinirorigsniol podicies ar becal, shote,
mwd federal vele. Famrded fn 1898 e o mspirsrional wenmeny wke were comemilteef o te predection of Birds,
Mirss Anelidon i5 pow ane of tee Bargrest owd s peomminent copsenaaiion orgarizations in New England, Today we
e repected for oo soreid sofeace, successid advocacy, e Dmovadive appeoeches fo coniecing peogde oo
e, ook vear, oue siobewiche metwork of wildfife souclearies welooones renrly adl o midFon visitors of el ages,
alsilities, ard harekgremedls mod serves as the Dose for oo works Tooappor fuese miportions effors, coll SO.
AUDUBON piie 38282066 o visil wwoy smssadifye. o

Protecting £ fee Madure q,l“ Marsacheeseits



From: Tom Broadrick i i
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 3:58 PM
To: Tom Broadrick; Updates, DCR. (DCR)
Cc: Rene Read

Subject: RE: Myles Standish Complex RMP

Ciops! Forgot to include the aftachments! Hers they ars.
Tom

Thomas A Broadrick, AICP
Duxbury Planning Director
781-934-1100 x 5475

You can't stop the waves, but you can learn fo surf
- Jon Eabai-Zinn

From: Tom Broadrick

Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 3:50 PM
To: dor.updates@istate.ma.us'

Cc: Rene Read

Subject: Myles Standish Complex RMP

Mr. John P. Murray
DCR Commissioner

RE: Myles Standish Complex RMP
Hedlo Mr. Murray,

As the Planning Director for the Town of Duxbury | attended the information session held December 10,
2013 regarding the RMP for the new Myles Standish Complex.

Of important interest to the Town of Duwcbury are the Myles Standish Monument and the Bay Farm
Conservation Area. As | am sure you are aware Dudbury was setled by Myles Standish alomg with John
Alden and cthers and Captain Standish’s original homestead is located on Standish Shore.

We are very concemed about the status and future plans for the Myles Standish Monument Recreation
Area as it has limited opening on weekends during the months of July and August and yet is a freasured
resource year round. . it is visible from Plymouth, Kingsion, Duwdury and even Marshfield. We would be
very inferested in participating in discussions of the site’s fulure management.

Bay Farm is "managed” mare by the Duxbury Bay Farm Management Commitfee than any other group |
am aware of and as such we encourage DCR to contact the Town with regard fo future management of
this freasured fract of open space.

I've included two links here fo the Town of Duxbury Website and the Bay Farm Conservation Ares




In additicn | have attached Chapter 3 "Matwral and Cultural Resources™ from the Town of Dusbury 1920
Comprehansive Plan which further explores the uniqueness of Duxbury's natural and culiural heritage.

Thank you for the coparfunity fo comment and pardicipate in the Myles Standish Complex RMP.

Tom

Ihomas A Broadrick, AICP
Planming Offfce

Town of Daccbury

278 Tremont Sireet
Dhechrry, M4 02332
TRI-S34- 1100 exd 3475

W Eem_drroiery maL Ry




Bavbary Compreferstoe Plog

Section 3:
NATURAL & CULTURAL
RESOURCES



Puxhrry Comprehensive Flan

Section 3: NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCES

Introduction

Duxbury s attractive landscape of forests, beaches. fields, wetlands, homes, and small village-
like conupercial nodes gives the rowi a undgue semi=-meal characrer and distingwishes it froam
iy of 15 e e=developed South Shore neghbors, While some of Dusbury™s special places
el iuporiant natural soad eoltueal vesowrces are profected. mwany are subject to suburban
development pressures. These pressores ave likely o intensify as the new MBTA Old Colowy
Ralroad {acilitates daily commuting tfrom the South Shore to Boston and makes Duxbury a more
aftractive place 1o live,

The 1997 Duxbary Open Space nnd Recreation Plan outlines an ambitious five-year course of
aenon o pretegt the wwwn s spectal places and natueal resources. Tlus Plan sddresses four goals
shnred by Duxbury™s citizens and fown officers: protection of Duxbury’s drinking water supply:
predechon and enhancemsent of matical resoaees and ecosyatems, improvement of recrearional
opportunities: and preservation of Dhxbury™s chomacter. To meet these goals. the action plan
recommenkds specific programs of land scquisttion, resource assessment and monitoring, public
edvientiow, amd other proganes

The Namral and Culmiral Resowrces section of the Comprehensive Plan uses the 1997 Open
Space and Recreation Plan both as a resowee for mformation and as starting-point for
conservation goals, strategies, med recommendations. In its recommendations. this section of the
Conyprehensive Pla pursees e goal expressed i the Comprelensive Plan Scope: “1o msire
that new developiment takes place i an ecologically sound manner and that ewviroummentally
sepsitive areas and culmral and historical areas will be protected.”

A1 EXISTING NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES, AND PROVISIONS FOR
THEIR FPROTECTION

This sub-section identifies Duxbury’s natural and cultural resources. using information from the
1997 Open Space and Fecreation Plan, MassGIS, the Massachnsers Manwal Heritage Program,
interviews witl town officers, mud other sowrees, The Geograpluse Infonmation Svstem (GIS)
maps whicl supplement this section display the spatial extent of each resource. This section also
examnes the existing provisions for resonrce protechon, such as conservation lands,
conservation easements, and enviromnental laws,

Open Space

Public and private owners maintain almost 40% of Duxbury's land area as open space: forests.
farms. cranberry bogs, wetlands, beaches. parks. and riparian comdors. The Conservation
Conmumssion currently owns aboun 12.6% of he wwn's lapd, held n perpemiry for conservarion
purposes. Much of this land was acquired under the recommendation of the 1969 Duxbury
Comprehensive Plan, which suggested that the town acquire large amounts of apen space,
ilrl:]lldu:lg cranberry bogs and the Duxbury Salt Marsh. 1o profect agamst overdevelopment. Land
acquisition virtually ceased m the early 19805, as new state and local laws hnated taxes and

spending.

Narwral & Colturai Besainrees Prpe 3-2
T X aR



Dwxbury Comprehiewshve Plug

Lo v Dt few weengs, the Conservatuon Comnmssion bes Begon o second wave of land scqusiiion,
as Teconnmmended in (e 1997 Duxbury Cpen Space and Recreation Plan, which outlines goals and
civleria fo goade thes secpisition. I 1995 the Town scguired 373 acres of conservation land,
mciuding 354 peres of the Camp Wing property. The Town allocates an anoual budget of
approximarely 5100 000 1o a Conservation Fupd thar may be used o purchase land or land
options, seek propery appraisals, and manege exisnng conservation land. The Conservarion
Fund 1= an unportant complement to Town Meeting-approved property purchases because 1t may
b vsed ar shoat nonee e take advaniage of nme-sen=i1ve Conservatisn opprTaniies,

Most of Dnuxbary™s open space is not protected specifically for conservation parposes, bat
remiams wdeveloped for other reasons, Tlis includes Tand owned by the Dusbiny Wates
Department. other town departments. and non-profit and church organizations. as well as
“inholdings. " or parcels surmousded oo all dides by open space, In addition. almest cape=third of
Dangbany’s apen space s tenponly protected uoder Clhaprers 61, 1A or 618 of 1l
Massachusetts Crenernl Laws, Under these laws, property owners receive tax credits for retaining
their band an forestry, agricnlnral or recreational uses, respectively, rather than selling or
developing this land.

Chaprer 61 15 designed 1o keep forested land saider prodictive forest mmnagement, Ooners with
maore than 10 acres of forest are eligible for enrollment. They must subnut a Department of
Envivonmental Managenent (DEM) approved forest innnagement plan and 4 management
certificate to the town assessor for 0 new fax classification to begmn. The pssessment of laod
classified undey Chapter 61 s redyced by 93%, The loss of raxes 1o the town is partially offset
by & vield rax of 3% that the owoer pavs on the valve of wood barvested from the land annally,

Chapter 61 classifications run for ten vear periods. An owner wlo wisles to sell land classified
unger Chapter 61 for o different use during the first ten years of certification mwst repay all back
taxes to the town, plus interest, nuinus payiments made for the 2% vield tax. The town has a 120-
daw vight of frst refiesal ro parchase the Tawd if it can match the price offered o the landowper,
The town may also transfer the right of first refusal to a non-profit conservation organization.

Chaprer @1A 15 mwost commuonly applied o agreulnral or horteulmral Tasd bur can be nsed for
the forested portions of a farm, provided a forest managemsent plan is approved by the
Massachnsetts Departiment of Environisental Management, To qualify for Chaprer 614, a farm
owner must have five or more contiguous acres being used for agncultural or horticulhural
prapeses, This land omst prodice anonal gross sales of pof less than 530000, For each
sdditional acre over five, the muoimom produce valve is 3300, There is oo product value for
woodlands and wetlands, for which the added value 1= 30,30 per acre. Property under Chapter
G1A is assessed at rates that vary for different agriculiural uses. Generally, classification will
result i a reduction of B0% i assessad value.

Chaprer ¢1B is similar 1o 6 1A, bur applies w lands designaned for recreational nse, containing ar
least five contignous acres. The land nmst be retained in a natural state to preserve wildlife and
natural resources, must be deveted prumanly to recreational use. and must provide a public
benefit. Recreanonal uses ehzible for Chapier 81B mclude kg, camping. nature sy,
shootingtarget practice. hunting, and skiing. The assessed valuation of Chapter 618 land is
reduced by approximately 73%
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Daxhury Comprefensive Plm

Towns offen have difficulty taking advantage of the right of first refusal. becanse they must have
available a large cosh reserve to oy the land, as well as a political stracture that can quickly
approve the parchase.

The Duxbury Conservation Codmmissiod 65 responsible for implementing and enforcing local amd
state environmental regulations, and may use these laws as an effective and mexpensive tool to
preserve wetlands, floodplains, rare species”™ habitat, and areas with porous soils or high
groundwater. Thongh inexpensive, this foom of open space profeciion is less certain than
ncquisition m the long term, since envirommental laws are subject to change.

Table 3-1 summanzes open space boldmes i Duxbury according to ownership and degree of
protection. Appendix 3-1. mn index of conservation lands from the 1997 Duxbury Open Space
and Recreation Plan, itemires this iformanon by parcel, address, and acreage. Figure 3-1,
Existing Open Space classifies Duxbiny’s open space according to degree of protection
Classification of open space lands on this map 1s as follows:

#  Profected In Perpetuity: Ths category e ludes Town lands designated for conservation,
State lands designated for conservation. and lands held by non-profit conservation
o ganizations

Protected emporarily: Thus catepory includes Chapter 61, 61A, and 618 lands, and
certam Tewn lands not designated for conservation.

o  Limired Protection: This category inchedes most Town lands oot designated for
cotservation (e.g School Departmeent and DPW lands), and certain lands held by non=profin
organzanons other than conservanon organiZations

* No Protection: This category inchides inheldings and certain lands held by non-profit
organizations other than conservation organizations.

*  Unknown: This category mecludes certam Town-owned lands (such as tax title properties)
aed certain lands held by nen=profit crganizations other than conservation organizations,
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Towns often bhave difficulty taking advintage of the nght of fivst refusal, because they must have
vindnfile o lncge cash reserve to by the lnod, as well as 8 political structure that can quickly
approve the purchase,

The Duxbury Conservation Cormmission 15 responstble for implementing and enforcing local amnd
state environmental regulations, and may use these laws as an effective and mexpensive tool to
preserve wetlands, flondplains, rare species’ habitar, and areas with porons soils or high
groundwater. Though inexpensive, this form of open space protection is less certain than
acquusition mn the lm:lg term, sinee envirommental laws are subject to change.

Table 2= supmnamezes open space holdings 1 Dusbury aceording 1o ownership and degres of
protection. Appendix 3-1. an index of conservation lands from the 1997 Duxbury Open Space
atnd Recreation Plan, tenmzes s mformation by parcel, address, and acreage. Figure 3-1,
Existing Cran Spece elnssiflies Dhhury's open space according to degree of profechon.
Classification of open space lands on this map s as follows:

Protected in Perpetalty: This eategory meludes Town lands designated for conservation,
Sinte Innds desipomted for conservation, and londs held by non-profit conservation
CTZANIZNTINE

#  Protected Temporarily: This category wcludes Chapter 61, 614, and 61 B lands, and
certn Town lnxds nol designared for comservation

o Limibbed Protecibon: Tlos calegory meludes most Town Lands not desigoated for
conservation {e.g. School Deparment and DPW lands). and certam lands held by non-profit
organizntions other than conservation orgamizations.

* Do Protection: This category inchides inholdings and certain lands held by non-profi
organizations other than couservation orgaan zations.

*  Unknown: This category includes certain Town-owned lands (such as tax title properties)
and certain lands held by non-profit organizations other than conservation organizations.
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Table 3-1
Open Space in Dusbury, Classifted According to Ownership and Degree of Profection.
Chmership Acires (%ol lown) Protection Status
Dby Conservalpot Con s 1945 (126%a) Protecied
Wonspuodit lind presecvtion orgmiestions 5T (R0 Protecied
Cenucaiwedil of Mlassachiseits 29 (0. 2% Piatecied
DCuecbury "Wter Deparime 193 {1.2%) Profecied
Drepchury Farul & Histonenl Society L4 {1.9%%) Protecled
Ol ton Taned (Seloe] Dspe, Recreation 3T (6 ™) Limaitesd prodection: puhlic coamership, ot
Depl, oils=rs) no legal resimcions on land nse.
Cluwch & Nen-poofif crghiizatins 331 (2.0%) Mt profecied
lexchding non-profit lnnd preseryahion
[ 11| Fr (BT
Prvate: held m Claptes 61 for loreshry ROT (5. 1% Temporanby prodected
Brivate: luedd w Clapler 614 for nepsculiine Q64 (6.1 Tewperanily prodectad
Private: beld in Chapter 1B for recrestion 20 (1. 3% Teuaporarily provectad
Tailal ol (30 %) 17, 9% profectsd

21, 5% uprodected or seni-protected

Sources: MassGIS: 1997 Duxbury Open Spoce nnd Recrention Plan: Duxbory Planming
DClepart et

Giroundwaier Resoarces

Dby contanis bwo muin types af geologion] deposits. Steatified drift deposits ave poroms,
tramsit gronmdwater, and comprise Duxbury’s several thm sgquifers. Till deposits are relatively
packed. mransmit groundwater posrly, aiad serve as the boundaries between aguifers.

Gronndwater recharge oceurs prinsarily throngh siratified drift fonnations and through fieslvater
weilands.

Dby 's grommdwater is the sobe public source of drinking water in tle tow, and is supplied
by ten drnking water wells, shown on Figiwe 3-3, Warer Resources. Duxbary's lacgest aquafe
underlies North Hill Marsh in north-central Duxbury. Since this prinsary aqmt'er is whaolly
confined within the town, auy greundwater pallution resulting from unwise land wse in Duxbury
will duectly inpact deinkig water quality. The porows satuee of the sverlving soils makes the
towie's aquifers especially susceptible to pellutien, drowght, and salowater intusion. In Duxbury,
nopseini=sonree pollntants, soch as oad salr, sepric wastes, lawn aod gaden chemeals, aod
bonsebold chemsicals, pose the greatest theeat to pronndwater queality.

The Massaclnsers Sate Envirommental Code, Tirle “57, and the Duxbury Supplememtay Rules
and Fegulations, control the placement of on-sife sewage disposal systems for new development.
Soals that are to0 porous or teo impenmeable are unsuitabls for sephe tanks, as are areas of lugh
grovmdwites, Cne or imore of these condinons oceinr on mieh oF Dusbairy™s undeveloped Tmet,
essentially limiting where vew development may ocowr. Figise 3-2, Constrainty or
Drevelopmeny, Title "37 (310 CMR State Envirommesntal Code), idennfiss areas of severs and very
severe sepric Honntanon dig 1o wminble sopls

The Dusbory Zoning Bylaws (see Duxbicy Zoning Bylaws, Article 406, 1997) regulare activiry
i Lone I Aquifer Protection Districts, shown on Figore 53-3. (Zone 11 districts are the areas of

Narwral & Cadinral Besowrees Prge 45
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[nnd determined o rechorge duectly in1o agquifers osed for dronking water supply.) These laws
pralubit poxions uses. it residential dwellings (o one unit per acre, and prohibit golf courses.
cluster developureniz, o e use of hazardons wilerials, exeept by special perour,

Freshwater Hivers, Ponds, and Watersheds,

The 1997 Open Space and Recreation Plan groups Duxbury™s ponds and rivers info six watershed
svsleins! the South River, Green Hmbor River, Back Raver, Island Creek, Jones River, and
Bluefish River watersheds. A watershed 1s defined as the area of land that draimns into a particular
water body Duxbury™s six watersheds provide mogsoatant habitat for birds, fish, and mammals, as
well as seemic awd recrenational valee for humans. The Five-Year Action Plan m the 19497

D bury Open Space and Recreanon Plin recounnends that Duxbory™s watersheds serve as the
centerpicce of n network of conservation lands and greewways.

The Maosspchusens Rivers Protection Act of 19496 and the Town of Duxbury Wetlands
Eegulatons resmct development withae 200 feet lJfl:I-I!'I'l!'I'I]I.LFIl rivers and streams. Hovwever, the
upland region beyond this 200 foot butter also plavs an important ecological role by serving as
the pecharge aren for nvers: by providing o complemeniacy habatar for pipacian species raquitng
uplanid resources; and by allovang fipanan cormidors to serve as effective migration coridors for
species requinng larper areas habitat, Carrently, Duxbury’s mparian cooridors are primartly
ndeveloped, ur mmweh of this land s semi-prorecied o unprotected,

[Chccbury contains several relatrvely small. shallow ponds. some of which are currently
experiencing ewrophication (elevated levels of the plant nutrients nitregen and phosphoms) and
associated weed mfestation. Evtroplication m Dby is the result of nonpoint-sonrce pollution
from agricultural chemicals (for example. from cranberry bogs). street mnoft, septic systems. and
lawn and household chenmcals. Duxbury’s ponds are especially prone to elevated nuinent levels
becanse the Town's porons soils readily transmit pollution and becanse fhe pomds are shallow
and incapable of buffering pollution loads. Remediation of weed and nutment problems 1s
ongoing at Island Creek Pond. Garside Reservoir. and Lower Chandler Mall Pond through a
combination of techoigqnes incliding weed harvesting, planting of native aquatic species, and
chemical treatment. Homeowners™ groups also play an important role by educating lakeshore
residents on how to reduce nonpomt source pollution from their property.

Table 3-2 simumarizes impoatant quealities of Dukbary's siy watersheds, Additional information
15 avatlable m the 1997 Duxbury Open Space and Recreation Plan,

Nariral & Crlfural Resourres Prge 2-4
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Important Characteristics and Current Protection Status of Duxhuary's Six Watershedds

Winkershed
Sl Biver
P Tyt Dby )

Lreen Harbor Biver
i Pty Dngecbiy )

Wack River

(Froms North Hill Marsh
Emi 1o Duxbuory Muah)
Lsksmil Creck
{eurilwessat Dhaskoy

Tomes Hiver

| Somithern Dhaxbury

Rheefizh River
{Eastern Duxbury)

Walmalibe fesoirces
High-qmahty fish & valdlife habrint
%14 Notura] Henitnpe Fxemplary Natiml
Conrmmmaty
Agquifer prodeciion distoet o Marshiisld &
Drwnlboary swealky
High-rpnakiry fush & waldlife abitat
Slellfish barvestmz area mar month
Becrention v in Marth Hill Marsls mea

Lalamd Creedk Mol Galing & Dol
Aaiachrommens fish mon vartls fisli laddes®

Agquifer prodection disinet for Kingston

Loy part of watershed. 15 nn M4 Nnivm|
Heritage Exemplary Nanwal Commniny

Anacomons fish o, wrils fsli lndder®
Headwaters in Aquofer Protection Drstiict

Source: 1997 Duxbury Open Space and Recreation Plan.
* Mote: Both Island Creek and Bluefish River support alewife fish muns, according 1o the Ducbury
Conservation Admimstrater. The Island Creek fish ladder is Townw owned, and is planned for repair in

the upeoming vesrs, The Bleefish Biver fish ladder 15 privarely owned,

Nedurad & Culfiwral Bevowroes

Pyotection Stanis

C b puiy brge open taels whee
develapaent pressires ade iBeroasing.
Porizous of Coaygy Wites were pecently
acuiged, oflsas are still inpretected

Coabaiz somnbe medivives ied open tracts

ahiers developunent pressues e
mcrensne; opporimmly for protection

Moty L Ml s bargely protected
Lorwer streicles contam fow-deusity
residential, with Limmited epparmnsty for
[t

Lowewy portion o (e wasershaed coginime
sigmiicant development Tipper portion
img lides comservotion lands, with potential
ta prodect additional band areusd Tsland
Creek Poal

Almosi complet=ly wemoiecked. Some
bamd is in Chaprer 61A (agriculnaral nse).

Blich of the watershed is senu-protected,
im mmicipal amd nen=profit comersbip
Past pollubon problems from ieffective
septic systems have been corrected.
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Duxhiry Comprefensive Plan

Wetlands

Wetlonds are areas choracterized by standing water, vdric soils, andfor water-tolerant
vegetation, and typically occur along the shorelines of ponds, streams, and the ocean, as well as
in isolated depressions in upland areas. Wetlands provide several benefits both to humans and fo
ecologen] commmimtes. Important wetland fioctaons regulated uoder the hMassaclsets
Watlhnmds Protection Aot i]pt]ll.-!‘li_]lp_ e I':':-Ilﬁh'lrlg

s Pollution Conrred: Vepedated wetlands remove or detam sedinmenis, netoents (such as
mitrogen and phosphoris), and toxic substances (such as heavy metals) that are found in run-
off and foed waters,

*  Flood Control: Vegetated wetlands tempomnly store flood waters, allowing some
evaporato and slowing the release of flond warers to downstream areas

*  Storm Damage Prevention: The reduction of te quaniry and flow of flood waters lessens
domage to povate and pubhe property

s Wildlife Habivar: The hydeologpe regume, plag copummmanes, soils, ropography amd wate
chemustry of vepetated wetlands provide food, shelter, migratory, overwintering and breeding
areas for many birds, mammalz, amphibians and cepriles, Thirty-five percent of plants and
aninuls thar are isted as endangered or threatened in the United States live in wetlands o
depend tge eem for survival

»  Fisheries: Vepetated wetlands provide habitat for msects and aquatic invertebrates, which
are an impertant souree of food for fish.

*  Ground Water Supply: Some vegetated wetlands discharge ground water o the surface.
Wetlands also aid in maintaining base flow levels in rivers and streams and filter and clean
surface water as 1t percolates o the growmdwater

= Public and Private Water Supply: Vegerated wetlauwds help maintain high-gquality
growedwater, o pramary souree of donking water in wany comnpines ipeluding Duxbary,

Anather benefit of wetlands not discussad in the Wetland Protection Act 1s:

*  Passlve Recreation: Vegetated wetlands provide opportunities for pature study,
plotography, bird-watching, and other recreational nses,

Duxbury has approximately 1.165 acres of freshwater wetlands, marshes, and swamps: 425 acres
of freslwater ponds; and 370 acres of cranbenry bogs.

The Massachuserts Wetlands Protection Act restricts activity within 100 feet of wetlands and
other water bodies, The Duxbury Conservanion Comnunission administers this law locally, and
considers applications for activities in wetland zones. Genemlly wetland alteration 15 allowed
only in small areas when there are no feasible alternatives, and is subject to the condition that an
equivalent amount of wetland must be replicated elsewhere. In wetland buffer zones, work is
often allowed subject 10 an Ovder of Conditions from the Conservation Comnussion. Although
the Conservation Connmission las some discretion in deciding how el development to allow

Narwral & Cuitral Resourees Page 3-8
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m wetlands ond buffer zones. the MA Depariment of Envirommnental Protection las the authorty
fovoverride any Conservation Comumission decision

Thee Thuxlbuy Zonmg H:.flawg and Wetland Regtﬂaunm firther profect wetlands within Wetlands
Protection [istroets (Duxbury Zoning Bylvws, Article 403, 1997, In these distocts, wiach
melude both 1solated wetlands and wetlands bordering other water bodies. alteration of land is
prohibited except by special permit. The Duxbiry Wetlands Protection Districts inelude a small
amount of land outside of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act junsdiction. and vice
VEIRA

Beaches, Saltwater Wetlands, and Coastal Resources

Dby Beach, Duxbury Bay, aod Dusbury Salt Marsh provide important recreational and
ecological services. All thoee are cwumently protected from development. Duxbury Beach is a 485
imnile leng barrier beach, a long, warrew sirip of sand separafed from the mainland Ty Dacbary
Bay. As presult of tides, storms, and wind sction, barrier beaches are constantly changing.
Typically the beach erodes in the winter, when large stonus remove sand, and accrete in the
s, when lower-energy wives retm sand from offshore areas. Bamer beaches alse protect
the mamland from the ravages of winfer stormes by infercepting large waves and dispersing their
ELIETEY.

In the swmuner of 1999, Duxbury saw unprecedented crowds on the “drive on” portion of
Dancbury Beach. The sipnificant increase in activity was caused by several factors; a hot
sugpmer, the growing populscity of 4 wheel-drive vehicles, he profubition of 4 wheel-dive
vehicles on beaches m perghbonng Towns mod an merense inthe purchase of oversand beach
perimtz, 8% by Duxbary residents and 23% by non-residents, The Board of Selectimen formed a
eotnares o sidy e overcrowding, the vse of 4 wheel-drive vehicles on the beach and the
policies regarding the distribution of oversand permits.

Duxbury Beach supports a dune commnmity typical of Massachuseits’s coastal areas. The beach
15 a breeding grovond for theee rare bird species—ithe least tern, the avctic fern, and the piping
plover—and an 1mportant f:i:djng and resting area for many bird species migrating on the eastern
fyway. The Massachusetts Natural Heritage Program considers the beach a “high priority site
fior protection.”

Duxbury Beach Beservation, Inc., owns the beach and leases if to the fown on an annnal basis,

The Town and Duxbury Beach Reservation, Inc. jointly provide beach manapement and law

enforcement services. The beach 1s currently being managed inder the 1997 Duxbury Beach

Management Plan, prepared by the Town of Duxbury Beach Commuttee. Curment imsanagement

pctivities melude:

®  Duxbury Beach Reservation’s program of beach grass and shrub planting to enhance dune
stabaliny and provide greater habitar diversiry for hoeatened species

#  Enforcement of the Duxbury Beach Rules and Begulations to restrict pets, trash disposal,
removal of natural material from the beach, bonfires, camping, and other activities.

*  Town of Dusbury beach pattols daily from aab o 2AM in the summer, with shorter lours
i other ssasons.

Nwtmrald & Caliwral Reseunees Page 3.9
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w  Restrictions on off-road vehicle use, mchiding a limit of 300 vehicles at any one rime on the
beach,

Oeher recommmendations of the Duxbury Beach Management Plan concerning wildlife, pland
commmimties. off-road velicles, and l.'hu:u:-s- are rfhisoussed below m the Becommendations amnd

Options section of this chapter.

T s flats ond shorelioe of Dusbury Baysuppont some of the most important commersial and
recreationnl shellfisheries m southeastern Massachusetts, as well a3 commercial lobstering and
firefasbuae, Winle the Duxbuory Bay envicoment 8 generally ¢lean, the Shellfish Warden regoriz
localized seasonal contunnmation, fyprcally from sewape wastes,

The 10EM=scre Tiuxbary Salt Marsh is an imporfant component of Dsbary's marine ecosystem,
providing food and habitat for ivertebrates. fish, birds. and mammals. The town owns part of
s msarsh, and stafe wetland lows cirrently protect e entive 1marsh.

I oihier constal areas, the Duxbory Welland Fegulanons restiets sctivaty watlmg 100 feet of the
ocean and within 100 feet of land subject to tidal and wave action, such as beaches, dunes, and

aalt marshes.

Wildlife Habitat and Rare and Regionally Important Specles and Habitats

Dhucbury's matrix of forests, fields, water bodies, and edge zones provides habitat for a vanety of
ansinals aiac bavds, aneluding rsecoon, [ox, mbln, deer, ruoffed grouse, qual, nakey, red-tailed
hiawk, amd great homed owl, The subwrbsmzation of Duxbury insures that there 1= and will
continue 1o be plenty of edge habifat where two or more land use types abat—habitar nsefl for
conmion species such as rabbit, squarrel, miffed grouse, and quail. However, most of Taxbory”s
large. unfragmented parcels of wildlife habitat are currently unprotected. Duxbury”s less
coumon wamoals, such as fox, as well as its vare mirtle and salamander species, require these
larger parcels, and are threatened by roads, bouses, and otlier forms of habuiar fragnsestation,

Three regions in Duxbory provide habitat fior rare species and play an especially important role
in regtonal ecology:

= South Eiver Watershed: The Massaclnsetts Nahwral Heritage Program designates much of
this warershed as a high prioniry site for profection of rare species habitats and exemplary
natural communities, providing habitat for fish, mammals, and migratory waterfowl. This
watershed is very sparsely developed at present, Tf is partially wiprotected amd subject 1o
mwicreasing development pressure,

+  ‘Wetlands and Vernal Fosls: The Nataral Herttage Program has idenntied several wetlands
ared vernal pools as vare and mmportant Babsitar, iweleding pacts of e Mot Hall Marsh
h=tmict to the east and west of Route 3 and part of the South Rrver Watershed. Wetlands and
vernal poels provide habitat for rare amphibaans, inchuling the Eastem Doy nutle, spotred
turtle, and four-toed salaimander, and te birds incloding the Amencan bittern. The Duxbury
Wetland Regulations protect vemnal pools (whether or not they are certified by Natural
Heritage), However, many species that wiilize vernal pools and wetlands also require
adjacent upland for a viable babatat, and the Law does pot protect these upland areas
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#  Duxbary Beach: Duxbury Beach provides breeding habitat for the piping plover, a
Huestened species of botli the federal and state levels, and balatat for the least and arene
ferns, both Species of Special Coneern m Massachuserts,

A EXISTING CULTURAL AND HISTORTC AL RESOURCES. AND PROVISIONS

FOR THEIR PROTECTION

Duxbury s rich m heritape: histonc houses, sites, and artifacts recount the town’s long and
interesting lustory. In spite of this wealth of history, theve are no designated historie districts in
Duxlinry te profect these pesourees, For o town 0f s =ize, Dugbary also possesses g wide vaniely
of cultural attractions, mcludme musemmns asd hbraries.

A Briel History of the Town of Duslbiry
Ailnpeed froo the 1997 Open Spoce ad Becreation Plan

Incorporated in 1637, Duxbury is one of Massachosetts” oldest commmmnities, Tts earliest
inhabitants were Pilgrines who moved from Plyinouth Colony to estallish homesteads, Two of
the earliest settlers—Tobn Alden and Myles Standish—are remembered today by their hastone
homes and gravesiies.

By the begmming of the sighteenth century, shipbmlding and fishing had become major
enterprises m Duxbury. Becavnse of the aren’s abnandant timber supplies and sheltered harbors,
ships could be constructed at lower costs thn in England. Ezra Weston, known in Duxbury as
“King Caesar,” was n prommnent shupboilder nnd sea merchant who established a large
shipbuilding yord on Powder Point. His home still stands and 15 mmntained as o mussum. As
ships grew larger with deeper drafis, the shallow waters of Duxiury Bay could no longer
accomnodate them, and the master shipbuilders and workers began to move from the area. The
decline i the shupbuilding mdustry cansed a siamificant downtum i the local economy by the
mid- 1 B0,

The ratlroad came to Duxbary m 1871, bringiog with it pop-resident “sunnner peeple” from
Boston who sought Dasbury's cool oceantront amenities, This influx of toursts altered
Duxbury™s demograplics and town character, and the town increasingly became a seaside
oty where people cae to “sunnmer’ i their eottages. The ralroad also emploved many
toemespenple and facilitatied the transport of commesdities to major matkets in Boston. As a resolt
Duxbury’s economy began to shift from shipbuilding to agriculiure, including the harvesting of
Duxbury'’s many lowland cranberry bogs.

In 1943, the completion of Foute 3 changed Duxbury’s complexion once again. While sill
meAintaining a sumimer ambience, the town became a vear-round home for people working in and
around Boston, Sumumer coftages were weathenized and became yvear round bomes. Today,
Duxbury bas becomse o comumnting bedroom commmmry, o exurh, of Boston, Town services and
schools have been upgraded to meet the increasing vear-round demand for services. Duxbury™s
zoaing byvlaws allow for g diversaty of housing tvpes, bt excluded mdusiry aned extepsively L
conunereial development. This zoning encouraged o pattern of residential arens clustered arongd
small commiercial *“village centers.” Since the 19705, land and home prices i Daxbury have
increased dramatically. The Duxbury population today is well educated and economically
advantaged
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s Late 1957, the MBTA begon service foomn Boston o the South Shore along the Old Colony
commuter rail line. Although there are no mil stations in Duxbury, new conunuter stations and
comunuter porking lots m sumouding fowos such as Kingston are likely to increase growth
pressures in Duxbury. Duxbury may therefore be on the verge of yet another transformation.

Inventory of Historic Resources

Dby is rich in heritnge, as evidanced by its bref history retold above, Much of this history is
reflected m still-remaimng houses. sites. and artifocts that are desipnated Historic Sites. In spite
of this wealth of history, there are no designated Histonie Districts in Ducbury to provide
prodeciions o these properies,

Duxbury’s most important histonic and enlneral sites are listed below

s John Alden House, Alden 5t This house is a mmseum contaming artifacts of the Alden
family, who were among Dmxbury’s onginal Pilgnm setflers,

*  Afvles Stapdish Homestead/'Cellar Hole, Morslall 51, Standish Shore, Tlus site overlooking
Plymouth Harbor is the histonc homestead of one of Duxbury®s most prominent founders.

¢ ol Abden, Priscilla Mullm, sod Elder Brewster eravesites. Burial site for some of

Duxbury's earliest setlers

e Gershom Bradfosd Honse, Thew Honse, and King Caesar Honse, These thiree historic honse
museums are operated and mamtamed by the Duxbury Rural and Historical Society. Together,
ey recall Duxbory's shipbadlding era in the mud-1 5005,

*  Cable Honse, Duxbury Beach. This privately owmned house was the site, 1 1869, of the first
transcontinental cable connecting the 1.5, to France.

¢  Cuslunan Honse. This house contaims a memorial romm with exhibits of Captaim Coshiman s
artifacts and memorabilia. The Wild Lands Trost of Southeastern Massaclmsetts owns the
Tromise,

Inventory of Culiural Resources
Dby "s major culmcal attractions inelwde;

e Art Musenm. Alden 5t. This museum features an extensive research library, a Japanese tea
homse and garden, and rotating art exhibits. It 15 free and open to the public.

¢ Mew Duxbury Free Library. This new town public library recently opened o the renovaned
former Alden Upper Schocl building.

#  Ellen Bumpus Gallery. Located i the former Duxbory Free Library, thns gallery showeases
local artists on a rotating basis. The building itself is a historie structure donated to the town in
the late 1800s

Maturad & Cultoral Besonroes Page 312
F2AMRY



Dcivury Comprebensive Plor

s FEllisop Center for the Ars'Sourh Shore Conservatory of Music, South Shore Conservatory
of Music recemtly created the Ellizon Center i the fommer Holy Fanuly Church, Duxbury's first
Cathelic ehanch. Lectures pd concer! senes will be offered here throughout the yenr.

A3 NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES GOALS AND POLICTES

Becent simrveys of Dhxbory residents and Dicbary Town boards, commmittess, and officers
midicate general consensus concermng natursl and cultural resource management. For the most
part, Duxcbary valwes its mural chinracter, open space, high-quality drunking water, and freshwater
nnd saltwater resources. The Goals and Objectives section of the 1997 Duxbury Open Space and
Becreation Plag reflects many of these concerns, Tlis section of the Comprebensive Plan builds
on the goals expressed i earlier documents. but focuses more closely on natural resource issues.
It is mtended to complement the Goals and Objectives o the 1997 Duxbury Open Space and
Fecreation Plan, which focus primmarily on open space, 1ewn character, and drinking warer issues,

In Diecamber 1995, the Town of Duxbury masled a ten-page questionairs to 9,047 registered
voters i the town. The 2375 people who retumied thos questionnaire identified open space and
notmral resources as top concerns i Duxbury, and most indicated that they wanted 1o see these
fesatrees preserved and expanded where pessibille,  Specifically:

s o response o the question "What do you like mest about ving in Duxbuory? flee top three
answers were Ambiance, Beach/Water, and Nature.

» When asked to name the top three issues facing Duxbury, Schools and Taxes/Spendmng were
menticned most frequently, However, all of the other top isswes related to land vse and
natural resonrces, In order of perceived importance, these inclnded: Growth, Zoning,
Enviromment, Water, Beach, Sewnpe.

* A larpe majorty of residents were concemned with several emvirommental 1ssues: Water use &
purity (87%0), Dxbwry Beach (83%), and Environmental Protection (80%). 86% agreed thar
Dby should develop an on-going plan fo manage amd maintain open space (only 3%
disagresd). $4%% of residents wanted the town to pursue the purchase of addinonal open
space as it becomes available {16% did not).

* Residents were very concerned about water supply and water quality. §1%s thought that there
are problems with town water (24% disagreed), To rectify these problems, 6o%: were willing
o reduce their water use (21% were not), 0% favored a water filtration system {23% did
not), and 67% sad that the town should purchase developable land to preserve 1t for aquifer
protection purposes {104 disagreed).

The 1997 Dugbury Open Space and Becreation Plan distlled these questionnaie responses, ples
imput from Duxbury town boards, committees, and officials, mto four general goals:

1} Protection of the Town's drinking water supply,

Motural & Colfnral Reworrees Prge 3-13
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21 Protection and enhancement of Duxtury’s natural resources and ecosystems,
31 Lwprovement of Town recreationa] opporiunities with miniomun impact to the environment,
4)  Preservation of the character of Dichury.

The Plan then elaboraied on these broad goals by progsosing specific actions and sirategies, such
#s pubilic education progrems, planning efforts, and fnancial commubments.

The tollowing paragraphs describe six categonies of poals: open space, groundwater and drnking
wiler, Treshiwater resouices, beaches amd saltwarer resources, wildlife and rare species, amd
cultvrel and historical resonrces

« Open Space
Expand Duxbury”s open space holdings.
Where possible, merease the level of protection on wnprotected and senu-protected open
spice pacels
»  Explore innovative mechomisms to fund open space protection, such as Transfer of
Development Rights programs.

- =

2, Groupdwater samd Dirinking Water
¢ [dentify and reduce the majer sources of aquifer contamination, ncluding lvam chemicals

and failing septic systems.
Expand the town’s aquifer protection holdings around existing and proposed future well sites
where necessary

™

3, Freshwater Resources

= Safeguard Duxbury’s freshwater wetlands from development,

*  Implement a “watershed approach™ to freshwater resource management.

*  Manage water quality through moniftorng programs.

*  Educate the public on the importance of maintaining clean water, and on how individual
Fomeowners can promode this goal

4, Beaches and Salitwater Resources
#  Manage Duxbury’s beach to provide for both recreational and rare species uses,
& Spferuprd Dusbury Marsh from development.

5, Wildlife and Rare Species

= Madntain viable populations of state and federally Listed vare and endangered species in
Duxbury.

#  Maintain viable populations of all other native species.

6. Cultural and Historic Resources

& Protect Duxbury's historie baildings from demolition of inappropriate alteration

*  [dentify and imoplement historic districts o appropriate areas

«  Madntain the general architecnual consistency and visual character of Duxbury™s built
SOVITOIITENE.

«  Enforce the demolition delay bylaw.
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B poeny Toskans, e mnniize G pubshe ogimon come ennne open space and resouree preservation
wionld justify the presentation of aliermative resource management scenarios in the
Compreliensive Plag. In Duxbuy, where there is overwhelming public sentiment that the town
shoutd remain a nral, wooded commumity dedicated to environmental protection. this approach
appenrs to be inapproprinte. Instead, o single resounee management program is recominended,
bnsed largely on the opimicns of Town citizens amnd officers. expressed in written surveys and at
meenings, This program emphasizes opei space preservanion, environmental protection, and
lastoane susnll-tovy characrer, 1o cases where pubbc senriment 15 divided, unkoown, or i
Opposition (o portant resource management oljectives, a variety of options are presented.

A4 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
Frimary Kecommenidations

L. Idemntty parcels for open space acqusiion w accordance with criteria histed m the 1997 Open
Spoce sl Recrention Plag

= Furter ot e vses allowesd in the Aquifer Protection Creerlay District and examine the
need for addmiomal Bad protesnen aroumd existing sl potential futeee Town Well sites,
3. Imtiate a water quality mongtormg program on Duxbory's magor stremms and watershed.

4. Consider designating historic pacts of the Town as Local Historie Districts or as Mational
REegister Historie Dhstncts.

3. Develop a management plan for open space lands acquured |.1:,' the Town.

Secondary Recommendations

l. Seck open space linkages through a vanety of mechanisms. including open space purchases,
donation linear easements, cooperation with subdivision developers, and utilization of the
bassachnsetis Brvers Protection Act.

L

Identify and certify vernal pools in Duxbury,

L

Examine the possibility of wilizing Transfer of Development Bights (TR},

4, Continne implementation of the Duxbary Beach Management Plan as adopied in 1997 by the
Towen of Duxbuonry Beach O oamdines

5 Continne implementation of the recently adopred Demolition Delay Bylaw so0 as 1o
discourage the demolition of historically significant structures.
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Ajprpeniliy 3-2
The Frocess of Protecting Historic Resources

As mentoned above, althougly Duxlnry possesses o wealth of historic places and resomrees, it leas o
clisagmuted oy places ns oo Insfone destiact. In Doy, the profection of Instone aond colivnal pesonrces
hias washitionably beed accongplished by poovate Bistonic preservateon societies such as the Duxbory Bucal and
Historeal Society, non-profit comservation buwd tmst=, and by private deed restnctions or eassments. In the
pass. Duchamy has ponsidered the establislanent of historic distriets; owever, sufficient support was nil
masstered 1o iplement themn Should Deeebawy wisls 1o explode the establishinent of historse districrs in the
fure, below is described the namge of hastose districts and the process of establisling teem.  Histoow
[hstricts may be established at the federl, state or local levels, Each provides varying degrees of

protecteon. Loconl Historie Districts can provide the grentest protections to histons properties, Naticanal
Registar progerties and State Reaistar properties provade e lindted protections. Privately deeded
Testncions or easements con provide the grestest protectiom, bun mss be either privately donnted o
driecily e luased.

Local Historte Preservarion Programes am Disteicn

Thie Massachnsetts Historical Copmmisgion (MHCT was esdablished in 1963 to identify, evalnate sod prodect
ingpontant lastorical and archneclogieal assets of ihe Conunorwvealth. The BMHC is the office of the State
Histore Preservation {Hficer il the office of Sie Arclseologist, The MHC works closely with loeal
presereation groups sad, i omwe has been established, the Loeal Historie Comumesaion {LHC ) wiich nmst be
estnblishzd by vote of He tovwn.

As iz Stnle Histone Preservation Office, the MHC ncts s loison to federal, state, and [ocal development
agencies. The MH 15 authonzed by state and federal law, throngh s envirenmental review processes, o
review i coiment o certmin state and fedeially heensed o funded propects | d.e. the Odd Colomy Rail
Laze or the wideming of Rouse 3 ) tlial luive an ingact oo lustoric properties,

Loval Histerical Commission (LHC); Omee estnblished, the LHT 15 the nmoieipal agency responsible tor
ensurioeg ihat preservation concenns are considered in conmmmity plamung and developoset decisions,
They sexve as kecal preservation advoeates mwd as an inportat resoirce of inforussea abor fei
cotmmEnualy s cnlnwal tesoimeas and preservalica activities.

Local Histerle Districts (LRI An LHD s established and admaistered by a commumity to protect the
distipctive chamacteristics of ingortant areas and to eneourage new constmetsea that s compatible wath the
lastone setting, A Dhstrict Sty Committes 15 appointed to conduct a survey of the area and fo prepare a
preliviery report for state and local review. A final veport is ten subidtied o the Jocal governing body For
approval of the local ordmance. Ones the LHD 15 established. a Local Historie District Commassion (LHDC
I i appodnted 1o review all applications for exierior changes 10 boildmes within the district.

Thas d=sugn review process assures that proposed changes to properhies wall not destroy the distnict’s
charneter. Feview crateria, whech may be erther quate restrictive or quite flexable, are determuned logalky by
each town and city and vary considerably for eacl local distriet. Tlserefore, it remams the decision of the
towm as b the degree of discretion given 1o tee LHD fo vevaew propesed extenior property clunges.

Natioeral Regisier of Historic Places

The Mationel Fegister of Historie Places (NEHP ) docwments and regords the nation's siguificant buildings,
ates, and abjects as well as distnets wortly of protection. Based o local and state suveys, nomgistions 10
tlie NEHF nre genermlly unbated by the Locnl Historen] Conmmission, whach works with MHC staff to
prepare the nonunation form The MHC then reviews nominations, State Beview Board ot a pubdic meshing
amd forwarded to the Eeeper of the National Remster for approval.
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Listing omn the NEHP provides a basis for making ndosmeed  plamung smd development deciswons. WRHP
sfiities pilaces jir eotstaints ofi wWhial ovniers oy do stk then propeates when isang povare finds, Whle
fhie WRHP i ot o destgn review progranm, i dees provide limited protection from state and federal actions,
as wall os eligibility for nmiching state pnd federal restorngion and research orants and certaim federal tax
benefits for certified rehalulifotion projects,

State Repister af Historic Places

The Stele Bemster of Histone Plices [ SEHP ) was crenfed b serve as a masier list of designated historie
propeities i Massaclasents and 1o peovide ai added neasure of protection 1o these propedities. Propeifies
are melnded o tus Begister if they are: listed or detenmmed to be deternuned shigible for listng o the
NEHP, local listerie districts; beeal, state and patiosel basdhmmdos, state asclenealogical basdmarks: oo
propeimes with preservation réstrictions. The Stre Begister serves as a guide for project developers fo
determuns whethier n stafe fimded or hicensed projzct will sffect iy listone properties. The State Begster
reveEry provess 5 miodeled closely after tee federl review process and ensures thar State Blegistered
properties will not madvertently be banmed by activities supported by State ageneies

Provemvanion Reariciions

Preservation Festrictions protect lustone properiies from changes that mav be mappropriate, A preservation
restriction feasement) on & property restncts present and firhore owiers from altering a specified porfion of a
lankbing, strchre or sife. A restriction can nun for several years or in pespenary and may be included as
part nfa property deed. Preservation restnichions can be denated or parchased b a g-wtm:u:ur by, or
jaivate peservation ovgnnizatiot mnd are enforced by e holder of the restmetion. Charitable donatiens of
easenwents on mstoncal brldues or archaeclogical sites mry qualify tor federal inconse fax deduchons,
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Apypenddiv 3-3
MNatural And Cuoliural Resource Protection Toaals Available To Duxhuary

Adequate protecten of Dhxbinry's nanieal and enbmeal resources will reguire the wse of a vacety of tools,
melndma stnte and local emvirommental regndations, self-help grants, techncal assstance programs, axd
ather iools, In 1996, Massceetts passed o 53900 pulbhon Open Space Bond Ball, providamg £50 muillan fo
replenssli the Seli-Help and Urban Seli-Help gra programns. The following hist describes some of the
nagpoa eyl rescimoe peodischion bools avankalile to Dudney.

Sbeie mved Local Regrlmbioery

Massachusctis Environmental Policy Act, The MEPA review process requires the proponents of
ladge projpects bo exankne and witigate dee envisonmental npects of their projects. The Town of
Druxlnary may mdlvence Hus process by subnuiting compenls oo projects proposed i Dusbary,

Alassachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and Rivers Protection Act, The Dhaidbary Consenvation
C oinwnassio and the DEP adiunrister these stabe regulations. The Conmmnission bas sone discretion to
determine wWhether activities {such as the constmeciion of houses, septic systems, and roads) ane
peeriiiesd i wethats aucd the 18P focd TafTer zones aroumed wedlands, and wathin 200 feef of perenmal
HIRELT I

Areas of Critical Euylronmental Concern. Detipnated and adosmstered by the Departinent of
Ervmonmentnal Monsgement, ACECs e mrendad fo protect nanmal resoimees of tegnomal impartance,
whuels often sy iwo or nere mnmcpalines, Local cibizen o govenmment grougs may pefifion the
DEM for mclu=on m the ACEC program of an oufstanding nanmal resouree m their area. Omes
designated. an ACEC provedes additicdal protection aganst developanent. Ty Duxbory, several of e
wilersheds, as well as the salt marsh, mught be reasonable candydates for ACEC designation.

Alassachusetis Endangered Species Acts, Thas Act, achmmstered thoogh the Daxbory Conservation
Connenassdodr, allows for vevaew by the Nanural Hegitage aid Endamgeved Species Program of projects
proposed within desigoated babitat areas,

Seli-Help CFrovy

Alassachusetis Self-Help Progran. This program provides up fo 90% reinsbarserent for the cost of
lnmd purchase for conservalion of passive sldeor tectention prrposes, Propects that are successfl
Pveally protect water resmrces, inclisde rare or endangered species labatar, lmk 1o other profected
open space, o1 contam lstorie or archasolopeal resources, and ineloude partcrpation with ather
coverniental ar private woo-profit agencies. Anmeal filing deadline is Jane 1. Contact tee Division of
Conservahion Services at G17-T27-1552,

Alassachusetts Urban Self-Help Program, This program prosades up to 90% remmbursement for the
cost of purchasing andior developing land for recreational wses, meludimg ballficlds, golf courses,
plavgrounds, and other facilitses, Successfil] aequisition projects typically provide water hased
recrention, link protected open space, profect rare or endangered species labifat, o protect culhual o
archaeological sites. Cooperation with other governmental and nonprofit agencies 15 encouraged. Only
nmmaeipahities with a park, playgronmd, or recreation comnussion are ehizile. Anmnal filing desdlime 1=
Tape 1. Contact the Devision of Conservation Services af 617-727-1552.

Coastal Aceess Grant Program. Thes program suppents local effocts to enlsnce the pablic s abaliy to
access the shoreline. Gramts range from 51,000 t0 33,000, Comtact the DEM at 617-727-3180,
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Greenwnys and Trails Demonstration Grants Program. The DEM provides grands of 31,000 to
53,000 to ronmeigalifies i non-profits 10 suppon mmovative projects which advance the ereation and
promabon of greemwrry and trml networks i Massnchnsetts.

Lake amil Pomd Grant Program, Tlis prograc provides granes for comprebensive, integrated
ngspiresne]ses (o lake tmunesment, protection, aod restoration. A maxnmnn grant of £10.000 15 available
on n 550 cost sharng besis. Anvmal application deadline 15 m Nevembser or Decembser, Contact the
DEM. Office of Water Resonrces, at 6177273267

National Recreational Trails Act Grant Program. These grants provide timdmgg for tral projects to
private oiganzations and ounecipalities, Contaet the DEM at 6L 7-T27-3 180,

Faresl Stewnrdship Program. Tlas progimm provides sseentives for sonmd forest nsmageent o
pravats lands. Londowmers, with the assistanes of DEM foresters, develop n forest stewardshup plan for
thew property. wihieh imakes them eliable for federal cost-sharing dollass to help cary ont e pla
Most grangs vange froon 33,000 10 33,000, Congaed ihe DEM at 617-727-3180.

Utlran Forest Planidng and Educatbon Grants, Cerapts of up to S 100000 are available 10 asazsq
comummties ael weneprofit groups mm developang forestry programs that imvolve local residents and
educatars, Cofset e DEM at 617-727-3180

State Bevolving Fand. Tha: finsd supponts wates pollution abatensent projects, ad especially
wnberdbed mapenent ropects wath sibsimdeal warer quality and public healih benefits, Typical
propects aeelide new wastewnter weabnent falmes as well as noopodnt souree polluton abateosas
efforts. Contact the DEP at 617-292-574%

Acqaisition and Developient Fonds for Statewide Treaiks. This program offers grants to acquine
lonpgr-castance traal comadons as gresways hnking public asd sonprofit conservaticas laax] ad to

mecrperate lomg-distance frails inte local open space planning.

City and Town Commons Program, Ths program provides grangs o refinbalitats comonons and
suares 1 mmnieipal centers

Aupuifer Land Acquisition Frograme This program provides grants 1o parchase lands i the primary
amen of coutribuiion (2o T io public water supplies

Massachusetts Highway Department™s Bikeways Progrum. Crants are avadlable fo develop
bakeways and to provide bieyele packmg theilities

Clean Lakes Program. This program aids mmmsicipalifies im addressing problems of entroplication of
publicly cwmed lakees asd ponds nssd foo recreational puoposes.

hirer Resource Provection Toois

Conservation Bestrbctboms. A landowner nay place restrictions o lais o ler deed, either tempocanly
or in perpehuaty, to keep the Innd m an open, natwal, or scenic condifion. Local Conservation Districts
provide techmcal and fiancial assstance to ladowners seeking Comservation Bestnctions. Countact the
Plymsonth Conservation Dhatmet at 308-295-5495,

Mational amd State Registers of Hivtorle Places. These programs mesy b used o pootect historic
buildmgs, districts, aud sies. A local paaty ofien inmiates e registration process, These programs ase
discussed forther 10 the Cultural and Historienl Besourcss ssction, above,
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#  Local Historic Districis. These districts vary o ther level of protection, b conmealy provide for a
design teview piocess to ensire aestletic cosastency within the district. This option s discnssed
firther m the Culfvral snd Histonenl Ressorces sechion, above

Cinrairnity Prasarverion et

Chver the kst several venrs, the Massachisetts Stabe legislatirs has been debabng legslation that wold
enable mmicipalitess fo establish & small excise tax on the wansfer of land to be used for open space
preservation o affcadable bousig, To date, ts legislarion has failed. although several towmns have
suceeeded mensctoee special legislation tlest allows e to proceed with sach a program

Tt 15 importnnt to note that the legskation does ot require mumicipalitizs to eonct the deeds excise ta. Inn
recend deaft of the bill, ihe wacmmm excise tax is 1% and a conumunity can exempt up to £100,.000 of
every primelsnee frodn s e The lepshitea would sonndate et at beast D0% of te fiuned be nsed for ench
of flwes programe: apew space, historse preservataomy, and affeodable sonsing. The reqsinneg 70% conld be
allocoied in o owaer ok mests the commumty’s goals ood objsctives, In Duxbury, such o revenve strenm
conld be wsed o implement 0 namber of wwmad de olyectives, such as open space acquisition, kistoric
preservation, med sewaee dispesal ingprovenenis

Thas appronch bos worked m other copmmimtes, mest potsbly Mantucket and Martha's Vimeyard, which
harve mzed the fmds predomananthy for open space proservation, affordable housmg, and mamtaming
woimnity character. 1 fhis legislation becoases Law, Doy shonld conssder sdopring a real estate
transier tax. It will enhance the implementation of ibe reconumended land nse scenanio by providimg
addinonial fivatal resorees Tor scoqmring ope seece, therely protectmg commmimty character and ihe
Town™s eoviromment,
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To: Updates, DCR (DCR)
Subject: Myles Standish Complex Resource Management Plan Comments from WRI

Dear Commissicner Murray,

Please find the attached pdf with comments for the Myles Standish Complex Resource
Management Plan.

Sincerely,

Bob Bale

Bob Bale, President

Wildland Restoration International
PO, Box 262

Green Harbor, MA 02041 USA

bab. hale@wildiandrestorati
-1 bobbale.wri

Tel +1 781.361.5711
Cell +1 508.208.3798




Wildland Restoration International, Inc.

P.O. Box 262, Green Harbor, MA 02041 LISA
Tel. +1 781.361.9711
wianw wildlandrestoration.ong

January 14, 2014

Jack Murray, Commissianer

Department of Conservation end Recreation
231 Causeway Stresl, Suite 200

Boston, MA 02114

Dear Commissioner Murmmay,

On behalf of Wildland Restorabion International, | submit the following comments in relation to the
drafting of a Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the Department of Conservation and
Recraalion's Myles Standish Complex - specifically, Mylas Slandish Slate Forast (MSSF).

The RMFP should elevaie fo the highest pricniy the management of pine barrens vegetation in
M33F. The management practices should inchide:

«  Invasive species contral
Harvasting (removal) of non-native plantations
«  Machanical thinning and mowing Lo allow for safe, large scale prescribad burning

' And, mesl importantly, large-scale prescribed burning.

Being a pine barens forest, the exclusion of fire over recent decades has compounded the
hazard of wildfire. Pine barrens arz the most fire prons plant community in the Northeast, In fact,
the needies of pitch ping burn hotter than those of any other native pine tree in the entire country,
Wildfires have not so much been prevented here as posiponed.

The prasent condition of the forest leaves it vulnerable to a host of dangars that threaten DCR
amployess, visitors, the residents in the surraundng towns, the region’s emergency respondars,
and the health of the forest itself. These vulnerabilities include:

. Catastrophic wildfire
«  Pesis and pathogens (e.g., southern pine beetle)
Invasive plants (e.g., glossy buckthormn)

Increasingly harsh and frequent summear droughts in our region's changing climate will aggravate
thesa hazards.

Tha MZSF pine barrens’ ecological resilience can be dramatically increased and the risk 1o public
gafety dramalically decreased if modem forest fuels management practices are implemented at a
large: scale.

Thank you for the cpportunity to commeant
Sincerely,
Bob Balae



From: Melissa Guimont [mailto: madshamel@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2014 4:30 PM

To: Updates, DCR (DCR)
Subject: Forefathers Monument RMP

Hello. Iwould like to submat 2 comments for consideration on the Resource Management Plan
for the Forefather's Momumment in Plymeouth 1. Attenfion is needed on eradicating the mvasive
Orental Bittersweet vine that 15 growing up and ammdst the Cedar trees to the nght of the
momment. I would be mee to let those cedars thove without being chocked up by this vine.
The only effective way to remove 1t 15 to cut most of the vine and then pull out the roots, and if
the roots aren't able to be removed, then a high concentrated "round up” application on the cut
stem of the root will help prevent new shoots from formung. 2. It would be mee 1f there were
some birdhouses (on poles in the field areas) up to encourage native birds similar to the ones up
at Myles Standish State Forest. Thank you for consideration of these two things. -Melissa
Guimont, -Friends of Myles Standish State Forest.



