INNER CAPE COD BAY ACEC

Boundary Description
The Inner Cape Cod Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) boundary is defined as follows:  
The area generally includes the salt marshes surrounding Namskaket Creek, Little Namskaket Creek, Rock Harbor Creek, Boat Meadow River, and Herring River; Herring and Cedar Ponds; and the barrier beaches and tidal flats along the shoreline between First Encounter Beach in Eastham and Weathervane Way in Brewster. The seaward boundary is the mean low water line while the landward boundary is generally based on the 10’ contour or certain man-made structures. All elevations referred to are NGVD datum as indicated on the USGS 7 1/2 minute topographic sheet of the Orleans, Mass. Quadrangle dated 1974. A map showing the ACEC boundaries is attached; a larger version is available at the Coastal Zone Management Office, 100Cambridge Street, Boston.

Specifically the boundary is defined as follows:

Beginning at the 10’ contour at a point where the 10’ contour intersects the northeastern edge of town-owned parcel 25 (Eastham assessor’s Map #16) adjacent to Samoset Road in Eastham where it enters First Encounter Beach,

	10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CONNECTING

LINE

10 FOOT 

CONTOUR

CONNECTING LINE

10 FOOT 

CONTOUR

ROAD

10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT CONTOUR

CONNECTING

LINE

MSL

CONNECTING

LINE

10 FOOT 

CONTOUR

CONNECTING

LINE

10 FOOT 

CONTOUR

ROAD

10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CONNECTING

LINE

10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CONNECTING LINE
MSL

CONNECTING

LINE

10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT CONTOUR

CONNECTING

LINE

10 FOOT

CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT CONTOUR

CULVERT

10 FOOT CONTOUR

CONNECTING

LINE

MLW

CONNECTING

LINE


	the boundary follows the 10’ contour around the Herring River marsh and Herring Pond.  It continues along the 10’ contour on the marshes north of Boat Meadow River, to the landward end of the dike separating Boat Meadow Bog from the marshes. 

The boundary goes northeast across the base of the northwestern-most end of the dike 

and follows the 10’ contour around Boat Meadow Bog, 

cutting across the southeastern-most end of the dike. 

The boundary continues along the 10’ contour around the upper reaches of the Boat Meadow River marshes to the point where that contour intersects Smith Lane and Rock Harbor Road near the Route 6 rotary.

The boundary follows the north-western side of Rock Harbor Road into Orleans until it intersects with the 10’ contour. 

It then moves northward and westward along that contour back into Eastham, eventually crossing Dyer Prince Road, then moving southeast into Orleans to 

the east side of the culvert under Route 6.

Here it connects to the 10’ contour that follows around Cedar Pond and the adjacent wetlands to the west side of the culvert under Rte. 6. 

The boundary follows the west side of the culvert under Route 6 to connect with the 10’ contour. 

The boundary follows the 10’ contour along the south side of Rock Harbor Creek to a point approximately 500 feet east of the intersection of Rock Harbor Road and Bay View Drive 

thence, due north across Rock Harbor Creek into Eastham to the mean sea level mark on the northern side of the Creek and 

generally northwest along the mean sea level line to a point where the creek and the 10’ contour to the north are in closest proximity. 

The boundary then moves due north to the 10’ contour line and

follows that line around the marsh, crossing and recrossing Dyer Prince Road to a point 100’ east of Windjammer Lane, 

thence in a line northeast to rejoin the 10’ contour. 

The boundary continues along the 10’ contour generally east, north, and southwest to the point where it intersects Bridge Road and Charlie Noble Way. 

It follows the northern side of Bridge Road to the point where it again meets the 10’ contour and 

follows that contour line generally east, northeast, northwest and southwest to the southern most point of the 10’ contour line after crossing Beach Road.

The line then runs directly west to the 10’ contour (to include the barrier beach within the ACEC)
and proceeds south along the 10’ contour past the end of Dyer Prince Road to the southern most end of the 10’contour line.   

The boundary then proceeds along a connecting line due south to the mean sea level elevation on the northern side of Rock Harbor, 

thence extending westward along the mean sea level line to its westernmost point.

The boundary then extends along a northwesterly line parallel to the Eastham/Orleans town line to a point 300’ outside the mouth of the harbor. The boundary then extends in a southwesterly direction to the town line and turns in a southeasterly direction to connect back with the 10’ contour (thus excluding dredging in the channel) on the Orleans side of Rock Harbor. 

The boundary then follows the 10’ contour around Little Namskaket Creek, 

and connects to the East side of a culvert following under Namskaket Road

to include an area south of Namskaket Road along the ten foot contour, 

and back along the West side of the culvert.

The boundary continues along the ten foot contour to Skaket Beach and to a point approximately 100 feet beyond the end of Willie Atwood Road. 

The line then cuts southeast to the 10’ contour, thereby including the barrier beach north of Namskaket Creek. 

Following the 10’ contour, the line runs around the Namskaket Creek marshes 

and extends under a culvert below the Cape Cod Rail Trail 

to meet with the 10’ contour that goes around a wetland area near the radio tower in Orleans and 

back under the Rail Trail along the west side of the culvert. 

The boundary then follows the 10’ contour line 

until it reaches and follows a second culvert going under the Cape Cod Rail Trail where it meets with 

and follows along the 10’ contour line, including another section of salt marsh.  

The boundary goes back under the culvert at the Orleans/Brewster town line 

and then back along the 10’ contour line

until it reaches Weathervane Lane in Brewster at the westernmost point of the 10’ contour. 

From this point it crosses the barrier beach and extends into Cape Cod Bay on a bearing of 330 north by north-west to the mean low water line, 

thence generally north along the mean low water line to a point due west from the starting position. 

By proceeding directly east to the starting point the boundary is completed.




Where ACEC boundaries are defined by the location of natural resource features (e.g. floodplain, wetlands), the boundaries are subject to change based on the most current definitions and data.  For a review of site specific projects within the ACEC boundary, determinations need to be made in the field or in consultation with ACEC Program staff. Coastal ACEC Boundary Clarification Project, November 2002.

