PLEASANT BAY ACEC

Boundary Description
The Pleasant Bay Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) boundary is defined as follows: 

Beginning at the most easterly point on the 10 foot contour line at Allen Point as shown on the Chatham quadrangle of the USGS topographical map, as revised to 1974,
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thence in a northerly direction to a point on the Chatham-Orleans town line 500 feet easterly of the town boundary rock at the northeasterly end of Strong Island, 

thence easterly by said town line 

and an extension thereof to the easterly boundary of Cape Cod National Seashore, 

thence northerly by said easterly boundary to a point due east of the southerly end of the 10 foot contour line approximately 1,700 feet southerly of the Nauset Beach Municipal Parking Lot in East Orleans, 

thence due west to a point 100 feet east of said 10 foot contour line, 

thence northerly by a line 100 feet easterly of the 10 foot contour line, thence westerly, southerly, easterly, and northerly, as the case may be, by a line 100 feet inland of said 10 foot contour line as it follows the perimeter of several channels, bays, coves, ponds, marshes, and swamps of the greater Pleasant Bay to a point 350 feet west of the point of beginning, 

including any areas inland within 100 feet of any stream, swamp, marsh, bog, pond, or other wetland (as defined in Wetlands Protection Act Regulations 310 CMR 10.00) the outflow of which flows into Pleasant Bay,

thence due east to the point of beginning.
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The fact that such contour line or hydrologic connection has been interrupted since the time of ACEC designation or may in future be interrupted by an artificial improvement or alteration such as a road or driveway shall not exempt such areas from the ACEC designation. All areas seaward of the above defined boundary shall be included in the ACEC designation.


Where ACEC boundaries are defined by the location of natural resource features (e.g. floodplain, wetlands), the boundaries are subject to change based on the most current definitions and data.  For a review of site specific projects within the ACEC boundary, determinations may need to be made in the field or in consultation with ACEC Program staff.  

Coastal ACEC Boundary Clarification Project, October 2002.

