	BARNSTABLE HARBOR/SANDY NECK ACEC

Boundary Description

The Barnstable Harbor/Sandy Neck Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) boundary is defined as follows:  beginning at a point on the MLW line due north of the easternmost point of the 10 foot contour on East Sandwich Beach,
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	the ACEC boundary extends eastward along the mean low water line from Scorton Harbor to the easternmost point of Beach Point; 

then follows a closure line extending in a southeasterly direction across Barnstable Harbor to the Barnstable town line at the mouth of Mill Creek.

The boundary follows the town line through Hallet’s Mill Pond to its intersection with the 100 year floodplain. 

The boundary then extends in a westerly direction along the 100 year floodplain line (floodplain definitions are based on the most currently available Flood Insurance Rate Maps from the Federal Emergency Management Agency) through Barnstable to the intersection of said line with the western side of Millway Road;

the boundary then extends northward along the western side of Millway Road. across Maraspin Creek, then eastward along the northern side of Commerce Road to the intersection of said road with the 100 year floodplain line.

The boundary extends along the 100 year flood plain in a southeasterly, northerly, then westerly direction until it intersects with the boundary of Lot 63 on Sheet 301 of the Barnstable Assessors maps.

The boundary then runs due west from this point to the west side of Freezer Point where it intersects the MHW line.   

The boundary then follows the MHW line in a southerly direction.

The boundary then heads east across Freezer Point Road at a point approximately 500 feet west from the southeast corner of the bulkheaded marina shown on a USGS basemap, until it intersects the 100 year floodplain.  

The boundary then continues along the 100 year floodplain line through Barnstable and Sandwich to Scorton Harbor, to the intersection of the said line with Ploughed Neck Road.

The boundary then follows the eastern side of Ploughed Neck Road northerly across Scorton Creek to the closest intersection of the said road with the 10 foot contour line.

The boundary then follows the 10 foot contour line easterly to the easternmost point of East Sandwich Beach.

The boundary then continues due north to the intersection with the MLW line, the point of origin.


Three exclusions are made: 

(1) Land in Cobbs Village north of Commerce Road and east of Millway Road. 

(2) Freezer Point and the developed marina. 

(3) Scorton Neck, as defined by the land located above the 100 year floodplain line, with the exception that the northeastern exclusion boundary is a portion of Sandy Neck Road.  In this area, the A Zone floodplain connects with Sandy Neck Road just North of the intersection of Leonard Road with Sandy Neck Road.  The boundary follows along Sandy Neck Road in a northerly direction and extends along the western edge of the parking lot to connect to the V Zone floodplain, which it follows in a westerly direction until connecting back with the A Zone floodplain.    

*NOTE

Exclusion areas 1 and 2 are now incorporated into the boundary description.  These changes supercede the boundary clarification made in 1986 by James S. Hoyte, Secretary, Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.


Where ACEC boundaries are defined by the location of natural resource features (e.g. floodplain, wetlands), the boundaries are subject to change based on the most current definitions and data.  For a review of site specific projects within the ACEC boundary, determinations need to be made in the field or in consultation with ACEC Program staff.  

Coastal ACEC Boundary Clarification Project, November 2002.
