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Additional required elements
for inclusion in a Forest Stewardship Plan
All bird habitat assessment elements directly relate to the Foresters for the Birds Toolkit documents, found on the Working Forest Initiative webpage, and the field habitat assessment forms.  Take time to familiarize yourself with these documents prior to plan writing.  It is important to understand both landscape level habitat features as well as stand level features for inclusion in the habitat assessment portion of the Forest Stewardship Plan.
All necessary forms are posted on the DCR Service Forestry Website:

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/state-forestry-laws-forms-and-directions.html
Color photos, maps, etc may be used if they will be legible when photocopied in black and white. 
Management Plan Elements:
Cover Page


Highly recommended but not required

How to Use this report

Required.  This may be adapted to include other stewardship elements important to the landowner(s) such as chapter 61, timber or recreation.

Page 1


If the property is within a focus area and approved for habitat assessment cost-share then check the EEA cost-share box and Birds.
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Landowner Goals Page

No changes from standard Forest Stewardship Plan

Property Overview, Regional Significance and Landscape Summary

Bird species have a variety of habitat needs, open vs. closed canopy, shrubland vs. forest land, young forest vs. mature forest.  They also vary in their sensitivity to fragmentation and have a variety of home range sizes.  Therefore, emphasis is placed on summarizing habitat features at both the property and landscape level.


Landscape analysis within a 2,500ac block surrounding the property which includes:

· Percent  forest

· Mature forest vs. young forest

· Non-forest areas such as farmland, suburban, urban, wetlands

· Protected open space

· Degree of fragmentation

Bird Habitat Characteristics

· Overview of some important bird habitat characteristics – refer to “Silviculture for the Birds” document pages 2-7
· Habitat characteristics found on the property

· Habitat characteristics missing on the property or missing from the surrounding landscape

Stewardship Issues

Required if not addressed in property overview, if in doubt please include.

Forest Stand Descriptions

Photographs are highly encouraged


Required – stand description summary table.  In the notes section include interesting physical or habitat features and a summary sentence of the forest type, age/size and stand complexity as well as any other pertinent information.
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In addition to information required in a Forest Stewardship stand description please include a description of the current habitat conditions.  Habitat elements that should be included in the description are from the field assessment forms.

· Canopy
· Height

· Cover

· Distribution

· Midstory

· Cover

· Distribution

· Type

· Understory

· Cover

· Distribution

· Type

· Soft Mast – presence/absence

· Non-native Invasive plants – presence/absence

· Leaf litter – adequacy

· Coarse Woody material – adequacy

· Fine Woody material – adequacy

Optional – list of birds observed by sight or sound.

Required -  Desired future condition table.

· Condition – this should be a descriptive word for the habitat elements that will be changed or enhanced through active or passive management recommendations

· Action – management recommendation that will achieve the desired condition
· Responsibility Birds – list of conservation priority species as determined by National Audubon Society and can be found on page 22 of the “Silviculture with Birds in Mind” booklet.  The MA birders dozen is a subset of this list.  Tables including the birders dozen that will benefit from various silvicultural practices are included under the 3 stand condition types in the “Silviculture with Birds in Mind” publication on pages 9-18.
          Example:
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Forest Management Recommendations

Required – summary table for management recommendations.   The value/cost/cost-sharing column is intended to be a conceptual guide for landowners.  This column can be modified to suit the landowner/plan preparer.  
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Management Recommendations

For the purposes of this report management pracices with an object code of CH6 are required to be
accomplished 25 2 commitment to the Massachusetts Curent Use Program.  Practices with object codes of
STEW are volmary and are provided as suggestions of activiies that can help you achieve your woodland

Summary of the Management Recommendations for your property
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Optional - Management Options & Considerations

    Providing options to reach management goals can be a helpful tool for discussion with landowners and municipalities.   If multiple options are provided in the management recommendation section one should be chosen for further detailed discussion and that option listed in the summary table and the silvicultural prescription cell of the data line.

Required - Management Description

In addition to the required management description elements required in a Forest Stewardship management plan include a description of habitat elements and tie management practices to the desired future condition and landowner goals.

Optional - Additional Management Considerations

Examples can be found in the “Silviculture with Birds in Mind” publication on page 21

