Arbor Day Post Cards: Reports and Ideas from the Field

Arboretum Day: In South Hadley, town leaders officially dedicated the Hahn-Warner Arboretum at the Michael E. Smith Middle School where a diversity of Arbor Day trees has been planted for over 30 years.

Sowing Seeds for the Future: At the Burncoat High School in Worcester, the Horticultural Program celebrated Arbor Day by planting seedlings in a newly established tree nursery.  The nursery will be part of the students’ curriculum.  When large enough, the trees will be donated to other Worcester schools for planting at future Arbor Days.  Seedlings were donated by Massachusetts Electric Company, the National Tree Trust, and a volunteer squirrel that broke into the greenhouse during December and planted acorns all around the place. Let’s hear it for nature.

Plant a Tree, Plant Hope: In Melrose, youngsters from the Chime Time Nursery School helped the Mayor plant a six-inch concolor fir donated by the Massachusetts Electric Company.  The Mayor coaxed the preschools into sharing their juice and cookies with him in his chambers by handing out balsa wood airplanes.  The tree will be used at the holidays to hold “Gifts of Hope” ornaments symbolizing contributions made to support families in need of assistance.

Partnering in Provincetown: Way out on the Cape, the Trees for Town group, local grammar school, and the Highway Department came together to celebrate Arbor Day with the planting of two Kwanzan cherries and one Princeton American elm.
Arbor Month, Anyone? The Bedford Arbor Resources Committee (BARC) traditionally builds up to Arbor Day during the month of April.  They display student “tree art” in the local library, hand out brochures, and organize an annual community “tree talk.”  For the actual big day, they reserved the Treeture (a big furry squirrel costume) from the National Federation of Garden Clubs, garnered food and coffee donations from local businesses, and asked several tree companies to give demonstrations of proper pruning techniques, as they pruned trees along the Great Road. Ideas and plans for next year are already on the table.

Past, Present, and Future: The Town of Lexington’s Arbor Day celebration is sponsored by The Lexington Field & Garden Club’s Civic Improvement Committee. One of the celebration’s central themes has been to record the memory of Garden Club members who died during the preceding year.  This year four individuals were honored through the planting of a white oak at the historic Buckman Tavern site in the town Center.  A Selectman read the Arbor Day proclamation to start the activity and the newly formed children’s Fife and Drum Corps provided patriotic music.  Looking forward, the committee then distributed free seedlings, along with planting instructions, to nursery school children who attended the event.

