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Pete Westover, Conservation Works, LLC 



Connecticut River Valley 



One-mile universally accessible trail, Silvio O 

Conte National Fish & Wildlife Refuge – built 2014 
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Terry Blunt memorial, Hatfield, with Vickie 

Blunt and Jen Soper (DCR) 



  

Terry Blunt 

Memorial 

Ceremony 



Doyle Center Universally 

Accessible Trail, 

Leominster 





  

  

Dick O’Brien speaking at Doyle Trail dedication 



Manhan Trail Project for 

Pascommuck Conservation Trust 





Whittemore Trail, Southampton 

– work by Eric Boudreau, 

Conservation Works 



  

Memorial Park Trail, City of 

Holyoke 



Hatfield Trail 

reconnaisance 2011 



Hatfield trail work 2013 





  

Chain saw training 

workshop 2014 



Little Grassy Pond, Myles Standish 

State Forest Trail Closure Project 









Amherst College Fort River Trail 



RECENT CONSERVATION WORKS 

PROJECTS 
•Assistance with establishment of Amherst College Farm 

•4-toed salamander inventory for NHESP, Hampshire County  

•Bird Surveys of Seven Gates Farm (Martha’s Vineyard), Hampshire 

College, Amherst College 

•Connecticut River Byway Easement Negotiation & Design 

•Rice Sanctuary Management Plan, Wilbraham 

•Red Pine Scale Management Plan, Amherst College 

•DCR & DFG Boundary Marking, Berkshire County 

•Baseline Documentation Reports, TTOR & many others 

•Hadley Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 

•Mass Conservation Land Tax Credit application & successful 

payment, Westfield 

•Negotiation of APRs & CRs in many towns 

•Bobolink and Wood Turtle Inventory, Leverett 

•Ecological Inventory & Report, New England Small Farm Institute 

•Insight Meditation Society Quarterly Trail Maintenance 

 



WHY EASEMENTS? 

Establishment of town trail systems 

•Trail links among towns 

•Connections with rivers 

•Accommodation of many types of users 

•Getting children & adults outdoors 

•Attracting people to natural resource-based 
events and sales locations 

•Being creative – every place should have 
usable trails 



Farm of Walter Banfield - father of 

the M&M Trail 



Whately Snowmobile Route 



LEGAL MECHANISMS FROM INFORMAL 
TO FORMAL 

•Handshake agreement 

•Short-term license 

•Lease 

•Short- or long-term easement 

•CR or APR with trail easement or right of 
public use recorded in advance 

•Fee acquisition 



  

Mt Warner Trails & Protected Land 



Mt Warner Trail 

Dedication, TTOR, 

October 2014 





  

Proposed trail license, Porter Phelps 

Huntington Museum, Hadley 



  

Proposed connecting trail to Mt Warner 



Trail to Mt Warner on Dyer 

Parcel, Kestrel Land Trust  



John Green and Rick & Mary Thayer 



  

Parking for Mt Warner 

trails, TTOR 



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY… 

•Be aware of existing uses (e.g. snowmobiles) 

•Respect farm use and avoid alienating farmers 

•Use established trails 

•Bring land trusts and other partners on board 

•Start with short-term permissions 

•Emphasize commercial benefit 


