
Connecticut River boat ramp (private) 





Mill River at 

Ferry Road, 

Hadley 



  

Ferry Road layout 



Ferry Road Farm Road 



Old ferry landing 



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY… 

•Find ways to control harmful uses 

•Confine use to designated right-of-way 

•Work with abutting landowners 

•Emphasize commercial value 

•Be aware of the history of conflicting 

factions 





DCR beach 



Adjacent APR field 



“Red Rocks” (private) 



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY… 

•Talk to all owners before giving up on a 

potential route 

•Be ready to regroup and try something 

different 

•Be aware of historical difficulties 

•Treat all owners with respect 

•Time can change the picture 





  

Mt Holyoke Range & 

Connecticut River 



Former DCR barn 



New England National 

Scenic Trail – present 

trailhead Old 

Mountain Road 



Proposed 

NENST Trail 

crossing of NU 

power line 



Pull-in parking, Wentworth Farm, Amherst 



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY… 

•Listen to neighbors and keep them informed 

•Be alert to possible new ideas or trail routes 

•Connect with overall land protection mission 

•Work with the landowner throughout the 

process of discussion and planning 

•Make sure maintenance is provided for. 





Dry Brook gate, DCR 

property, South Hadley 





Sullivan Lane, South Hadley 



Possible trail to Bachelor 

Brook, South Hadley 





Northeast Utilities R/W over land of the Town of 

South Hadley & Mt Holyoke College 



Bachelor Brook 

proposed bridge site 



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY… 

•Scope out all potential permits that may 

be required 

•Learn from previous permit experience 

•Work closely with town officials 

•Incorporate Universal Accessibility 

where possible 

•Respect the renting farmer 



  

Adams Brook 

crossing, Shutesbury 

AND a few cheerful examples of cooperative 

and generous landowners… 







Proposed gift CR, Belchertown 





Gellman property, 

Leverett 





Echo Hill Association trail, Amherst 





Northampton watershed 

forest, Whately 





Robert Frost Trail starting 

into DFG property, 

Montague Wildlife Corridor 



Winged euonymus (burning bush), 

Easthampton 





STUFF TO TAKE AWAY 

•Don’t be afraid to talk to landowners 

•Listen to their concerns 

•Be flexible 

•If necessary, start with a handshake 

agreement or short-term license or easement 

•Arrange for proper trail inspection and 

maintenance 

•Engage partners 



Thanks to: 

Amanda Lewis & Dick O’Brien 

DCR Greenways & Trails Program 

MARTAB Board 

Double Tree Hotel & Conference Center 

Many others…. 



ISSUES AND QUESTIONS 

•Will land value be diminished (or enhanced)? 

•Are there neighbors who will object? 

•Will an existing APR or CR prevent a trail easement? 

•Is the physical route suitable? 

•Are there permitting issues (archaeological-historical, 
wetlands, NHESP, town regs, …) 

•Liability (re Chap 21 sec 17C) 

•Has there been a history of trespass or misuse? 

•Will there be objections to bike or vehicle use? 

•Will farmers be bothered by public trail use? 

•Are there wildlife or rare species concerns? 

•Can parking be accommodated? 


