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Potential Trails are everywhere…









New trail route at Flag Rock, 

Monument Mountain



Manhan Trail Project for Pascommuck 

Conservation Trust



Doyle Center Universally 

Accessible Trail, Leominster



Connecticut River



WHY EASEMENTS?

Establishment of town trail systems

•Trail links among towns

•Connections with rivers

•Accommodation of many types of users

•Getting children & adults outdoors

•Attracting people to natural resource-based 
events and sales locations

•Being creative – every place should have 
usable trails



Groves Conservation Land Tax Credit project, Pelham



Martin-Held Tax Credit project, Westhampton



High Valley Agricultural Easement, 

Columbia County, New York



LEGAL MECHANISMS FROM INFORMAL 
TO FORMAL

•Handshake agreement

•Short-term license

•Lease

•Short- or long-term easement

•Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

•CR or APR with trail easement or right of 
public use recorded in advance

•Fee acquisition



Proposed 

Cultural Trail 

System, 

Hampshire 

College & 

partners







Farm of Walter Banfield - father of the 

M&M Trail (now the New England 

National Scenic Trail)



Robert Frost Trail starting into 

DFG property, Montague 

Wildlife Corridor



Mt Warner Trails & Protected Land



Mt Warner Trail 

Dedication, TTOR, 

October 2014



John Green and Rick & Mary Thayer



Proposed Trail Link to 

Mount Warner



Trail to Mt Warner on Dyer Parcel, 

Kestrel Land Trust 



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY…

•Be aware of existing uses (e.g. snowmobiles, 

equestrians)

•Respect farm use and avoid alienating farmers

•Use established trails

•Bring land trusts and other partners on board

•Start with short-term permissions

•Emphasize commercial benefit

•A project with multiple cooperating groups can 

be a strong candidate for grant funding



Mill River at Ferry 

Road, Hadley



Proposed car-top boat landing, 

Connecticut River Paddlers’ Trail



Connecticut River boat ramp (private)



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY…

•Find ways to control harmful uses

•Confine use to designated right-of-way

•Work with abutting landowners

•Emphasize commercial value

•Be aware of the history of conflicting 

factions

•Plan for future stewardship



DCR beach



Red Rocks, Connecticut River



Meadow 

Street

APR



Adjacent APR field



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY…

•Talk to all owners before giving up on a 

potential route

•Be ready to regroup and try something 

different

•Be aware of historical difficulties

•Treat all owners with respect

•Time can change the picture

•Build public access/trail rights into an 

APR or CR before it’s recorded



Mt Holyoke Range & Connecticut River



Proposed New England 

Scenic Trail relocation 

easement



New England National 

Scenic Trail – present 

trailhead Old Mountain 

Road



Relocation Route, New England Scenic Trail



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY…

•Listen to neighbors and keep them informed

•Be alert to possible new ideas or trail routes

•Connect with overall land protection mission

•Work with the landowner throughout the 

process of discussion and planning

•Plan for alternatives in case the landowner 

does not agree to an easement or trail 

permission

•Make sure maintenance is provided for.



Connecticut River to 

Mt Holyoke Range 

proposed trail links



SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY…

•Scope out all potential permits that may 

be required

•Learn from previous permit experience

•Work closely with town officials

•Incorporate Universal Accessibility 

where possible

•Respect the renting farmer



Adams Brook crossing, 

Shutesbury

AND a few cheerful examples of cooperative 

and generous landowners…







Gellman property, 

Leverett





SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE AWAY

•Don’t be afraid to talk to landowners

•Listen to concerns

•Be flexible

•If necessary, start with a handshake 

agreement or short-term license or easement

•Arrange for proper trail inspection and 

maintenance

•Engage partners



Maidenhair Fern, Hatfield Trail



Wild Ginger, New England Scenic Trail route



ISSUES AND QUESTIONS

•Will land value be diminished (or enhanced)?

•Are there neighbors who will object?

•Will an existing APR or CR prevent a trail easement?

•Is the physical route suitable?

•Are there permitting issues (archaeological-historical, 
wetlands, NHESP, town regs, …)

•Liability (re Chap 21 sec 17C)

•Has there been a history of trespass or misuse?

•Will there be objections to bike or vehicle use?

•Will farmers be bothered by public trail use?

•Are there wildlife or rare species concerns?

•Can parking be accommodated?



Thanks to:

Amanda Lewis & Dick O’Brien

DCR Greenways & Trails Program

MARTAB Board

Double Tree Hotel & Conference Center

Generous cooperating landowners

Many others….


