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Agenda 

• 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM:  Overview 

• 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM:  Gas-insulated switchgear 

• 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM:  Requirements for transportation 

• 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM:  State vehicle fleet 

• 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM:  Methane leaks from the natural 
    gas distribution system 

• 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM:  General stakeholder discussion 
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GWSA Regulations Stakeholder Meeting 
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Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court: 

 

“…this court concluded that the plain language of [GWSA, Section 3(d)] 
requires the department to promulgate regulations that address multiple 

sources or categories of sources of greenhouse gas emissions, impose a 
limit on such emissions that may be released, limit the aggregate 

greenhouse gas emissions that are released from each group of regulated 
sources or categories of sources, set greenhouse gas emissions limits for 

each year, and set limits that decline on an annual basis.” 

 

May 17, 2016 
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Global Warming Solutions Act of 2008 

 

Section 3(c): 
“Emissions levels and limits associated with the electric sector shall be established 
by the executive office and the department, in consultation with the department of 

energy resources, based on consumption and purchases of electricity from the 
regional electric grid, taking into account the regional greenhouse gas initiative 

and the renewable portfolio standard.” 

 

Section 3(d): 
“The department shall promulgate regulations establishing a desired level of 

declining annual aggregate emission limits for sources or categories of sources 
that emit greenhouse gas emissions.” 

GWSA Regulations Stakeholder Meeting 
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New 310 CMR 7.73 - Reducing Methane Emissions 
from the Natural Gas Distribution System 
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Executive Order 569: 

 

“The Department of Environmental Protection shall promulgate final regulations 
that satisfy the mandate of Section 3(d) of [GWSA] by August 11, 2017, having 
designed such regulations to ensure that the Commonwealth meets the 2020 

statewide emissions limit mandated by the GWSA….The Department of 
Environmental Protection shall: 

…consider limits on emissions from, among other sources or categories of sources, 
the following: (i) leaks from the natural gas distribution system…” 

 

September 16, 2016 
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• Applies to every Massachusetts gas operator with a Gas 
System Enhancement Plan (GSEP) 
 

• GSEPs are annual plans to repair or replace aging or leaking 
natural gas infrastructure 
 

• Applies to gas mains and service lines 
 

• Establishes maximum annual methane emissions for each gas 
operator with a GSEP and an aggregate cap that equals the 
sum of companies’ individual caps 
 

• Establishes declining emissions for the length of each GSEP 
(year 2034 for most operators, year 2038 for Eversource) 
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New 310 CMR 7.73 - Methane Emissions 
Overview of Draft Regulation 
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• Establishing an appropriate mass limit for all operators and 
an appropriate maximum annual methane emissions for 
individual operators 

• Include years past 2020 in these regulations? 

• Identify implications of future regulation of grade 3 leaks with 
a “significant environmental impact” 
• Required by Chapter 188, Section 13 of the Acts of 2016 
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New 310 CMR 7.73 - Methane Emissions 
Key Discussion Issues 
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New 310 CMR 7.73 - Methane Emissions 
Draft CH4 Emission Limits 

• Regulated Entities 
• Boston Gas Company d/b/a National Grid 

• Colonial Gas Company d/b/a National Grid 

• Bay State Gas Company d/b/a Columbia Gas of Massachusetts 

• Berkshire Gas Company 

• Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company d/b/a Unitil 

• New England Natural Gas Company Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities 

• NSTAR Gas Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 
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New 310 CMR 7.73 - Methane Emissions 
Draft CH4 Emission Limits 
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Maximum Annual CH4 Emissions – for each gas operator 

with a GSEP 

Calendar Year Maximum Allowable CH4 Emissions 

(million metric tons of CO2e) 

2018 TBD 

2019 TBD 

2020 TBD 

Maximum Annual CH4 Emissions – Aggregate 

Calendar Year Maximum Allowable CH4 Emissions 

(million metric tons of CO2e) 

2018 TBD 

2019 TBD 

2020 TBD 
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Information posted at: 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/air/climate/s
ection3d-comments.html 

 
Staff Contact: 
 Sharon Weber 
 sharon.weber@state.ma.us 
 617-556-1190 
 
Comments (requested by Wednesday 11/16): 
 climate.strategies@state.ma.us 


