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Waste Site Cleanup Advisory Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

May 26, 2016
(times are approximate)

9:30 General program and guidance updates

9:45    Anthropogenic Background/Historic Fill public comment 

10:30  Emerging Contaminants and recent developments re:      
Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) & Other Perfluorinated
Chemicals (PFCs)

10:50  Federal Sites Program update

11:30   Clean Energy update

11:45    Adjourn
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http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/cleanup/re gulations/master-mcp-q-and-a-1993-2009.html
Review of Master MCP Q & A
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Review of Master MCP Q & A

• Reflect regulatory amendments (MCP and other cited 

regulations and changes in practice and program policy

• Every question will be reviewed:  some will remain unchanged, 

some revised & some "retired" 

• Questions reviewed without revision will be noted as 

"Reviewed [Month][Year]"  

• Questions reviewed and revised will be noted as 

"Revised [Month][Year]" 

• Original publication date will also be retained

• Reviewed/revised Q&As posted on a rolling basis 

• For a Q&A that has not been recently reviewed, if you have a 

question about its current applicability, ask 

BWSC.Regulations@MassMail.state.ma.us
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Guidance Updates
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Other Guidance Updates

• AEPMM telemetry – identifying issues

– Unregistered systems

– Systems not operating correctly

– Sites (a few PS, a few dozen TS & ROS) that require 

telemetry but don't have telemetry at all.

Please work with your clients to address these 

issues now, before it becomes a noncompliance 

matter.
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/cleanup/regulations/remote-telemetry-information.html

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/cleanup/re gulations/remote-telemetry- information.html
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Other Guidance Updates

• Vapor Intrusion Guidance & Activity & Use 

Limitation Guidance

...still not final

...top priority

...by next meeting!?

• Next meeting – June 23rd - will be in the 

MassDEP Worcester Office

(with live streaming too)
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Anthropogenic Background 
and Historic Fill

Draft Guidance for Review & Comment

Paul W. Locke
Assistant Commissioner

MassDEP Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup
Paul.Locke@state.ma.us

(617) 556-1160
www.Mass.Gov/dep

How Many 
Anthropogenic Background/Historic Fill Sites

Are We Dealing With?
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1,896 NEW
Permanent & Temporary Solutions

July 1, 2014 – April 10, 
2016
FY15 (all) - FY16 (partial)

Permanent Solution
NO Conditions

Permanent Solution
WITH Conditions

Temporary Solution
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Feasible
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147 PS w/Conditions, No AUL
(208 boxes checked – some had multiple conditions)

78 (53%)
Anthropogenic Background

62 (42%)
Gardening

32 (22%) - ROW

36 (24%) - >GW2, no building

DRAFT Historic Fill/Anthropogenic Background Guidan ce

Background & Purpose

• Guidance for DEP staff and LSPs
• Appropriate level of effort
• Use of guidelines/concentrations
• Type of Documentation needed
• Emphasis on Conceptual Site Model
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DRAFT Historic Fill/Anthropogenic Background Guidan ce

Definitions

Straight from the regulations
• Anthropogenic Background
• Fill Material
• Historic Fill

Likely to be tweaked in the future as we 
all
gain experience using them

Historic Fill Considerations

• Timing

• Presence of solid waste and/or other material

• Nature and concentrations of OHM in the fill

• “Ubiquitous presence” or “pervasive use” 
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OHM Considerations

• Metals

– Lead, in particular

• EPH & TPH

• PAHs

• VPH & VOCs

• Coal Ash

• PCBs

Site Assessment Considerations

• Site History

• Conceptual Site Model

• Subsurface Investigations

• Quantitative Laboratory Analyses

• Data Compilations
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Closure Considerations

• Permanent Solution with Conditions No AUL

• Clear and accurate description of Background 

areas 

• Historic Fill may also trigger BMPs for 

gardening (40.1056(2)(j)1.)

Attachments/Appendices

• Table 1: Technical Update entitled 

“Background Levels of Polycyclic Aromatic 

Hydrocarbons and Metals in Soil”, 2002.

• Table 2: Historic Fill Evaluation Criteria 

• Notification Exemption Summary
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