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The Attorney General facilitates Brownfields cleanup and redevelopment by providing liability protection for current and prospective owners of contaminated property. Under state cleanup laws (Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 21E) there is strict, joint, and several liability for current and past owners/operators of contaminated property.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the past, liability concerns discouraged many parties from getting involved in Brownfields transactions. In addition, many questions arose, such as: What is the liability of the municipality that owns a Brownfield if an assessment finds contamination? What is the liability of the private owner? What is the liability of a municipality that acquires a property for failure to pay taxes or other mechanism? How can the municipality limit its liability? Are there partners that may be interested in sharing the liability as part of a redevelopment venture? The Brownfields Act established statutory liability relief for certain parties undertaking Brownfields projects. Parties interested in determining if they are eligible for this protection should refer to MGL Chapter 21E, and consult with an attorney with expertise in liability relating to oil/hazardous material releases.
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