MassDEP 2011-12 Audit Case Study Training:  “Homework”

Please remember to bring this WRITTEN homework as your “entry” to the class;   No partial credit can be given.

Imagine:  You are a MassDEP Auditor and an RAO Report has been assigned to you for an L1 “Screening” Audit.  Use the RAO Screening form as your “guide” as you consider the most likely concerns you have based on the type of site and re-use.  You may fill out some or all of the Screening form, or make your own notes.  The case includes several different contaminants, in different release areas, with different RTNs, that were found as the parcels were being redeveloped for construction of a municipal Middle School.  
Even though the work was completed several years ago, you know that MassDEP has lowered the original GW-2 cleanup standards for some chlorinated solvents (e.g., tetrachloroethylene went from 3000 micrograms per Liter to 50 micrograms per Liter).  This change occurred after finding that chlorinated solvents were problematic at concentrations much lower than those used in the original assumptions used to calculate Method 1 Standards.  Nevertheless, your job is to determine:

· Did the RAO as filed meet the earlier clean up criteria and performance standards (e.g., with respect to assessment, evaluation, risk calculations, etc.)? 
· Did it adequately demonstrate a condition of “No Significant Risk”?

· Do you have concerns about the site conditions that might exist now, based on your review?
· Do you have all the information you need in the RAO to make decisions about the Site?  
· If not, where else might you look and/or what else do you want to know?  
· If you were going to commence some additional sampling, where would you look?

As you proceed through your audit, make a list of at least 3 things that might be of interest/concern you about the Site.  Decide whether you would subject this to an L3 “Comprehensive” audit OR whether you could resolve the issues with a simple sampling plan.  Because of the sensitive receptors (children) and the Department’s interest in vapor intrusion pathways, determine some locations and sampling strategies you would use for a minimal “back of the envelope” indoor air/vapor intrusion screening plan.   Please continue to write on the back of this page as needed.
Questions you would have:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Back of the envelope vapor sampling strategy:


____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Recommend for L3 Audit:   _______ Yes         _______No  

