MASSDEP BWSC GREEN REMEDIATION WORKGROUP

Meeting No. 2 DISCUSSION POINTS | Tuesday, December 11, 2012

Dear Workgroup Participants:

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for attending the December meeting of our planned workgroup series on Green Remediation.  Your continued interest and participation in the workgroup is integral to our mutual goal of promoting green remediation across the hazardous waste site cleanup profession.

MEETING No.2 DISCUSSION POINTS

1. Proposed Regulatory Amendments to 310 CMR 40.0191 & 40.0858

· BWSC proposes amending the MCP in two locations to include citations/provisions referencing the application of green remediation principles through applicable required response action(s) as a performance standard for completing such response action(s).  Although placed in regulation, the amendments will amount to requirements for “consideration of” and not require implementation of applicable guidance and policies.  BWSC noted that one specific focus of the amendment is to make renewable energy/energy efficiency considerations a component of the remedial evaluation process. 
· The proposed regulatory language was distributed to workgroup participants.  The group reviewed the regulatory proposal and had an open discussion about its merits and implement ability.  Workgroup members noted that to some extent some aspects of green remediation are already being conducted within the practice.  Some of the workgroup members thought that this was a result of consideration for energy cost savings rather than for consideration of environmental concerns such as greenhouse gas emissions.  Others noted that some PRPs are already employing these principles to some extent either through their own corporate mandates or through guidance implemented by other states that already have established policies (e.g. NYDEC Program Policy DER-31)
· It is anticipated that the proposed regulatory amendment along with the full MCP regulatory package will be available for public review and comment sometime in early 2013.  Comments on the regulatory proposal can be made through traditional lines of communication as outlined by MassDEP once the proposal is public.
2. Pilot Study: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Use Development Opportunities at 21E Sites

· MassDEP estimates that there are approximately 400+/-21E sites where active remedial systems could be evaluated for energy efficiency, overall energy use reduction and/or where alternative renewable energy could be used as part of the cleanup process.  MassDEP is planning to conduct a pilot study to assist PRPs/LSPs in employing energy efficiency measures and is looking for participants for the pilot study.  
· MassDEP emphasized that a significant objective of the pilot study was to ensure the build out of renewable energy capacity where energy is used in the remediation of contaminated sites.  Further, MassDEP would consider additional on-site build out of renewable energy opportunities (e.g. PV) including occupied commercial and industrial rooftops.  

· MassDEP distributed for review and discussion a table of data on the universe of active remedial systems as identified through remedial monitoring report submissions.  The universe of 400 active remedial systems represents approximately 13% of “open” MCP sites.  “Active remedial systems” were defined as having one or more remedial technologies installed including groundwater recover and treatment systems, soil vapor extraction systems, multi-phase extraction systems, etc.  

· The workgroup fielded questions from MassDEP to help inform on the current state of practice for active remedies as well as incentive applicability.  These questions included:

a. How many systems do you expect to install in the future?

b. What is the longevity of the systems?

c. Does the equipment get moved around and/or reused at other sites?

d. How much energy do active remedial systems use? (The group discussed the possibility of conducting a survey for LSPs for this information)

· The workgroup discussed the proposed parameters of its pilot study and solicited input from the group.  Concerns such as confidentiality and auditing were discussed.  MassDEP anticipates issuing a framework for the pilot to all participants as well as their clients/PRPs.  

· If you are interested in participating in the pilot study, please contact Randi Augustine directly at randi.augustine@state.ma.us.

3. Incentives

a. MassDEP recently met with its clean energy partners at the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) and the Office of Technical Assistance and Technology (OTA).  Further discussions with the public utilities are planned.  Specific incentives for remedial systems will be derived from ratepayer benefits as evaluated by the utilities on a case by case basis. 

b. In addition to the MCP regulatory changes, MassDEP will be exploring possible Annual Compliance Fee (ACF) payment reductions for compliance with its regulatory proposal for consideration of green remediation elements.  The fee regulations (310 CMR 4.00) will require future amendments for this incentive.  

c. MassDEP continues to follow the ongoing development of the American Standard for Testing and Measures (ASTM) Standard Guide for Greener Cleanups.  Although not finalized, this guide may serve as a valuable implementing resource when considering green remediation elements. 

4. Geothermal Feasibility Study

· MassDEP intends to study the applicability and future opportunities that exist for geothermal (as groundwater source heat pumps) as a means of heating and cooling on-site structures either associated with the remediation or located adjacent to remedial activities.  At many hazardous waste sites across the state, the infrastructure may exist to take advantage of these opportunities.  

NEXT MEETING: We anticipate the next workgroup meeting to be held sometime in early March 2013.  

In the interim, if you have any questions, comments, thoughts or suggestions or just want to share more information with us please contact Randi Augustine at randi.augustine@state.ma.us or at 617-574-6876.  Workgroup information can be found at http://www.mass.gov/dep/public/committee/grnremwg.htm.

THANK YOU AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Randi Augustine

Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup-Clean Energy Results Program

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

One Winter Street - 6th floor-Boston, MA 02108

Phone: 617-574-6876

E-mail: randi.augustine@state.ma.us
