MASSDEP BWSC GREEN REMEDIATION WORKGROUP

Meeting No. 1 DISCUSSION POINTS | Tuesday, September 25, 2012

Dear Workgroup Participants:

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for attending the initial meeting of our planned workgroup series on Green Remediation.  We recognize that the LSP community has a central role in shaping and driving the application of Green Remediation.  LSPs are the key decision-makers in selecting and implementing Green Remediation and the key communicators in persuading clients of its benefits.   Therefore, we see this workgroup as integral to our mutual goal of promoting green remediation across the hazardous waste site cleanup profession.  

MEETING No.1 DISCUSSION POINTS
1. Green Remediation:

· The Practice of considering environmental impacts/footprint of remediation activities to maximize the net environmental benefit through every phase of the cleanup process to include five elements: Total Energy Use and Renewable Energy Use, Air Pollutants and Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Water Use and Impacts to Water Resources, Materials Management and Waste Reduction, Land Management and Ecosystems Protection.  

· BWSC intends to focus its initial Green Remediation efforts at state 21E sites on total energy use and renewable energy use development opportunities that may also contribute to the state’s Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard (RPS) and renewable energy goals.  BWSC regulates a universe of approximately  400 sites with active remedial systems that may be eligible.

2. Proposed Regulations :

· BWSC proposes AMENDING THE MCP to include citations/provisions referencing the application of green remediation principles though applicable required response action(s) as a performance standard for completing such response action(s).  Although placed in regulation, the amendments will amount to requirements for “consideration of” and not direct implementation of applicable guidance and policies.  Comments on the regulatory proposal can be made through traditional lines of communication once the proposal is public (anticipated for Fall 2012).  

3. Proposed Regulatory Implementation: 

· Through our workgroup efforts along with collaboration and support of the LSPA Technical Practices Committee, we anticipate a shift in the way we think of and conduct response actions under the MCP to effectively implement Green Remediation throughout all response actions.   In addition, MassDEP will be exploring any and all available technical/programmatic/policy/financial incentives for successful implementation.  The following were specifically discussed:

A. Accelerating the Covenant Not to Sue process for sites with Class C RAOs that were considering renewable energy development as part of green remediation.  

B. Reduction of BWSC Annual Compliance Fees (ACFs) based on application of “green” elements. 

C. Use of Existing Energy Efficiency Program Incentives (e.g. through DOER and OTA)

Please email Randi Augustine at randi.augustine@state.ma.us  with any additional ideas for incentives (financial or otherwise).  We intend to make exploration and implementation of incentives a top priority for the workgroup.  MassDEP anticipates that Green Remediation will eventually sell itself by demonstrating the efficiencies and cost savings that can be realized through its implementation.

MassDEP will also explore the use of the America Standard for Testing and Measures (ASTM) Standard Guide for Greener Cleanup currently under development with support by USEPA as a framework for implementation.  The guide includes an evolving list of greener “best management practices (BMPs) for green remediation.  

4. PILOT STUDY: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Use Development at 21E Sites

MassDEP estimates that there are approximately 400+/- 21E sites where active remedial systems could be evaluated for energy efficiency, overall energy use reduction and/or where alternative renewable energy could be used as part of the cleanup process.  MassDEP is implementing a pilot study to assist PRPs/LSPs in employing energy efficiency measures and is looking for participants for the pilot study.  MassDEP is currently looking for active remedial systems regulated through the MCP with LSP oversight.  

The pilot study will help us to understand how to effectively apply incentives to MCP response actions as well as generate case studies for the waste site cleanup profession.  

If you are interested in participating in the pilot study, please contact Randi Augustine directly at randi.augustine@state.ma.us.

NEXT MEETING: We anticipate the next workgroup meeting to be held sometime in early December, 2012.  At that meeting we hope to continue our exploration of energy efficiency and renewable energy development incentives.  In addition to MassDEP, we plan to engage our Clean Energy partners at the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources and Massachusetts Office of Technical Assistance & Technology in our green remediation efforts.  

In the interim, if you have any questions, comments, thoughts or suggestions or just want to share more information with us please contact Randi Augustine at randi.augustine@state.ma.us or at 617-574-6876. 

Workgroup information can be found at http://www.mass.gov/dep/public/committee/grnremwg.htm
THANK YOU!

Randi Augustine

Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

One Winter Street - 6th floor-Boston, MA 02108

Phone: 617-574-6876

E-mail: randi.augustine@state.ma.us
