
BAG2SCHOOL 
RAISING AWARENESS OF TEXTILE RECYCLING IN OUR COMMUNITIES  



ABOUT US 

• Founded in 2001 and was a pioneer and leader in developing community 
event based clothing drives 

• Operations in over 10 countries including; USA, Canada, England, Holland, 
Switzerland, Germany, France, and Australia 

• Worked with over 25,000 schools facilitating the efficient recycling of almost 
50,000,000 lbs  of textile waste each year 



What is Event based? 

• Short term (one month, week, day) campaign run multiple times a year 
• Collection dates are booked in advance (generally 1-2 months) and a 

specific clothing drive is co-ordinated 
• Bag2School works alongside students, teachers, principals and families 

to help educate and encourage wide engagement 



Benefits 

• Concentrated focus fosters broad community involvement, high student and 
school engagement, and successful results 

• Textile recycling is embedded as a school event throughout the year which 
both raises awareness and reminds families of the importance of recycling 

• It’s Easy and Fun!  Students of all ages are actively involed 



Textile Recycling in the Beverly 
Schools 

Lorinda Visnick 



Beverly Textile Recycling Beginnings 

• Weymouth Event 

• City wide recycling (mandatory) 

• City based Solid Waste/Recycling Committee 

– All Volunteer 

– No Authority 

• School based “Green Teams” / Recycling Clubs 

• Superintendent, Mayor, City Council, DPW 



Beverly Textile Rollout 
• Free Money! 
• Very Sensitive to Beverly Bootstraps 

– Limited Storage Capacity (donations must be in season) 

• Press Release 
• PSA 

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXxWpkUF-bA 

• Contest 
• All school advertising via PTOs 

– Backpack mail 
– Electronic newsletters 
– Connect-Ed 
– Social Media (ongoing) 



Beverly Textile Numbers 
  Beverly Program to Date (Weights in Pounds) - May 2013 -  September 15, 2015 

Total weight Rebate Students 

Beverly H.S. 49575 $2,478.75 1301 

Centerville 46875 $2,343.75 363 

Cove 21025 $1,051.25 500 

Briscoe 86360 $4,318.00 924 

Hannah 16775 $838.75 371 

Memorial Bldg 11920 $596.00   

Mckeown 8235 $411.75   

Ayers 18225 $911.25 484 

North Beverly 31425 $1,571.25 392 

St. Mary's School 3990 $199.50 140 

Total 294405 $14,720.25 3943 

 City Savings $11,500       

Box Average (12) 24,534 



Beverly Textile Numbers September 



Beverly Textile Future 
• Room for Growth via the Community 

• City wide Mailing via Water Bill 

• Curbside Compost Pilot 

• Potential PAYT Long Term 



• Textile Recycling is just one piece of the picture 

• Environmental Education 

– Nature’s Classroom, Ort Report 

• Taste Test Tuesdays 

• Waste Free Wednesdays 

– Lunch room compost 6th-12th 

• Walk to School Days 

• School Gardens – local produce 

• Love your Mother Earth – holistic approach 

– A child with a health body, a healthy mind, in a 
healthy environment is better prepared to learn 

Beverly Healthy Initiatives 



In partnership with 

Weymouth DPW  
 
    

South Shore Recycling 
Cooperative  

 

  Tri Town Alliance 

http://www.baystatetextiles.com/index.htm


WPS has a School-Community  Partnership Program 



WPS Demographics 



Proceeds benefit our goal of infusing 21stCentury Skills through supplemental support  



Need:   
• Help the environment 
• Raise funds for school district  
• Decrease cost for DPW 
• Help Global Economy 

Goal:   
• Educate public  
• Encourage participation in Textile Recycling 



How do we educate and encourage participation? 

• Communicate the benefits of textile recycling, along with all other areas of 
recycling. 

 
• Communicate the results of participation 

• Number of textile poundage NOT in landfills 
• Number of dollars saved by DPW 
• Items purchased for the schools and how their child benefits 

 
• Keep accurate and current records for use in communication and grant 

applications 
 

• Offer additional opportunities such as scholarships, internships, etc.                                     
as appropriate 



Effective forms of communication: 

• Scrolls on Channel 22, Weymouth’s Educational Information Channel 
 

• WPS website:  www.weymouthschools.org 
 

• Weymouth Pride Newsletter 
 

• Banners posted in numerous  locations  
 

• Backpack Express – a flyer sent in each student’s backpack 
 

• Alert Now e-mails and phone calls   
 

• Flyer distribution at events such School Open Houses,  Parent Teacher 
Conferences, Great Pumpkin Give-a-Wey 
 

• Media coverage such as newspaper articles, Facebook, etc. 
 

• Mailers via USPS 
 

• All other options as deemed appropriate 
 

http://www.weymouthschools.org/


Scrolls are used for Channel 22, Back-pack Express, All-Staff & Alert Now e-mails 

8’ Banners placed in strategic locations  

Are you spring cleaning?   
Have your children outgrown their clothes, shoes and stuffed animals?  
  
Please join the Textile Recycling Challenge! 
  
The Weymouth Public Schools is working in collaboration with the Town of Weymouth 
Department of Public Works, South Shore Recycling Cooperative, Capitol Waste and 
Baystate Textiles to reduce textile disposal costs.  Please consider dropping off your 
recyclable textiles in a drop box located at each school.  For your convenience, attached 
please find a flyer with recycling information. 
  
 Thank you in advance for participating in the Textile Recycling Challenge – an opportunity to 
recycle while providing much needed funds to the school of your choice. 
   
Betsy Harris 
Community Relations Liaison 
Weymouth Public Schools 
111 Middle Street 
Weymouth, MA  02190 
781-335-1460, x-319 
elizabeth.harris@weymouthschools.org 

  
  
 

mailto:elizabeth.harris@weymouthschools.org


Website postings in numerous 
locations on the Weymouth 

Public Schools site 



Informational Flyer 



Weymouth 
Pride 

 is a district-wide 

newsletter that is e-mailed 

to all-staff, families and                               

School-Community 

Partners 



Media Communications 

Click here for WPS Facebook Link 



Postcards mailed to  

ALL Weymouth Residents – 

17,500 Households 

Sponsored by  

Bay State Textiles 



“Leading the Sustainable Wey” Fair 

An interactive event 

showcasing the role of 

STEAM  
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) 

in the green industries 

A collaboration between: 
WPS 
Higher Education 
Community Organizations 
Businesses 



Record Keeping 

Record Keeping includes an Excel Spreadsheet with pages indicating $$$ earned per school by month, 
poundage collected per school by month, poundage per student ratio per school by month as well as 

pounds collected per school for each pick-up   



Impact: 

 
  

 Educated people who will continue to recycle 
 

 Funds earned for WPS to provide supplemental funding for Educator Support, 
Professional Development, Technology and Extra-Curricular Activities   

 Textiles NOT in landfills    Disposal costs saved by DPW   Helping Global Economies   
 



Impact: 

  





Betsy Harris                                                                                    
Community Relations Liaison                                 
 

111 Middle Street, Weymouth, MA  02189                                                                            

781-337-7500  x 25201                                                 
781-335-8777  (Fax)                                                                                
elizabeth.harris@weymouthschools.org                                     
www.weymouthschools.org 
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