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NORTHEAST RECYCLING COUNCIL:

TEXTILE RECYCLING WORKSHOP



Why Textiles?Why Textiles?



Waste Characterization Studies

� Six municipal waste combustors
� Regulations under “Class II Recycling 

Programs (310 CMR 19.303)
� WCS every 3 years� WCS every 3 years
� Test Methodology:  ASTM D5321-92
� MassDEP specified:

� 9 aggregate categories
� 62 secondary material categories



WCS Cont’d

� First WCS – Fall/Winter 2010
� Six facilities handle 3 millions tons MSW/year
� >50% of solid waste in Mass
� Residential and commercial/institutional � Residential and commercial/institutional 

substreams
� Textiles include: clothing, curtains, towels 

and other fabric materials
� More info at DEP website: 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/recycle/priorities/wr
r.htm



The Numbers on Textiles

� Textiles = 4.9% of municipal solid waste 
disposed in Massachusetts

� 230,000 tons per year disposed  (based 
on 2010 tonnage)on 2010 tonnage)

� 5.8% of residential waste disposed
� 3.7% of commercial/institutional waste 

disposed



SMART Educates MassDEP

� Informal meeting – July 2011
� Textiles – includes a lot more stuff than 

thought.  
� Very forgiving market� Very forgiving market
� Life cycle/market segments
� How charities and for profits interact
� The “AHA Moment”



The “Ideal” Recyclable Stream

� Textiles are not:
� Hazardous
� Bulky or awkward to handle /store
� Smelly, attractive to vermin� Smelly, attractive to vermin

� Extensive collection infrastructure
� Stable market, high demand across 

sectors
� Supports local business and non-profits 
� Triple bottom line



Textile Summit – September 2012

� Broad cross section of industry
� Charities

� Salvation Army
� Goodwill� Goodwill
� St. Vincent

� Graders, brokers
� Wiping Cloth Manufacturers
� Fiber Converters 
� State Recycling Organizaton



The Take-Homes from Summit: 

� 85% of textiles are going to disposal
� All but 5% can be reused/recycled
� Non-profits and for-profits play critical role 

in collection cyclein collection cycle
� Consensus reached on a universal 

message to the public  
� We want it all, with FEW exceptions”

� The barrier:  overcoming current 
misconceptions



Action Items from Summit 

� Create statewide outreach initiative (on 
shoe string budget)

� Hold regional workshops for municipal 
recycling coordinatorsrecycling coordinators

� Issue joint press release (DEP/SMART) 
� Take message to state/regional recycling 

conferences
� Provide outreach tools, templates to 

municipal coordinators



Great Partnership - DEP/SMART 

� America Recycles Day – DEP/SMART press 
release (Nov 2011)

� Template textile event flyer
� Videos, PSAs – perfect for public access cableVideos, PSAs – perfect for public access cable
� Posters, display materials, handouts for 

community events
� Resource on transparency policy
� Textile recycling articles for newspapers, blogs:

� “Holey Socks,  Not in the Trash!”
� “Wanted:  Your Unwanted Textiles”

� Regional coordination - textile collection events



And more outreach….

� RecyclingWorks – list textile recyclers for 
commercial generators

� Textile collections at DEP offices
� Municipal tours at Salvation Army, � Municipal tours at Salvation Army, 

Goodwill
� Project Repat – Upcycling used t-shirts
� Lots of news stories in dailys, weeklys
� Lots of textile collection events

















Getting Schools Involved

� MassDEP’s Green Team 
� e-newsletter to 400 teachers, administrators
� Link to SMART’s curriculum on textiles

� School fundraising – Bay State, Shoebox � School fundraising – Bay State, Shoebox 
Recycling

� College/University Recycling Council 
� Move-out days
� Goodwill partnership with Boston University



Measuring progress

� Charities and for profit recyclers 
expanding collections:
� New permanent donation sites
� School partnerships� School partnerships
� Dozens of spring and fall events

� Waste characterization studies
� Spring and summer 2013
� Fall and winter 2016

� Curbside collection of textiles



More work to be done….

� MassDEP textile recycling web page
� Populate searchable database (Eco-Point)
� Publish case studies
� Grants to support outreach, collection
� Hold second “Textiles Summit” 
� Commercial textiles?
� Mass Chapter of Reuse Alliance (SMART 

on steering committee)



Questions?

� Brooke Nash
� brooke.nash@state.ma.us
� 617-292-5984


