
MEDIA ADVISORY for Textile Collection Event
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT:
Name 

Title 

Municipality/Department 
XXX-XXX-XXXX (office)
XXX-XXX-XXXX (cell)

Email

[Town/department] to Host Textile Collection Event for Unwanted Clothing and Other Textiles
[TOWN], Mass. (Month 00, 2016)—As part of a new public-private partnership known as the Textile Recovery Initiative, the [Town/Department] will host a public textile collection and educational event to help residents reduce the amount of textiles that end up in the trash. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association (SMART), and the Council for Textile Recycling (CTR) have joined forces to encourage Massachusetts residents to drop-off unwanted clothing, footwear, linens and other textile products at collection containers or charitable organizations. 
WHO:

[Town name and department]

WHAT:
Hosting Textile Collection Event
Acceptable Items: [Modify as needed based on your textile collection event]
· Used clothing: all items must be clean and dry. Rips, stains, missing button and non-functioning zippers are accepted.

· All footwear

· Accessories: hats, gloves, scarves, handbags, duffle bags, totes, belts, ties.

· Linens: sheets, blankets, comforters, dishtowels, throw rugs, drapery, table linens, placemats.
· Stuffed animals and pillows.
Please see the media kit for the complete list of items accepted for textile recovery and reuse.
WHEN:

[Day, Date at Time]

WHERE:
Address

MassDEP estimates only 15 percent of reusable textiles in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts are recovered from the waste stream, and reused or converted to other products. According to waste composition analyses, approximately 230,000 tons of usable clothing, footwear, towels, linens and other fabric-based materials end up in landfills and incinerators in Massachusetts annually. Meanwhile, SMART officials estimate 95 percent of all textiles can be recycled or reused.
Municipal officials will be onsite to facilitate the collection process and provide information about textile recovery. Please direct event media inquiries to [Media Contact] at [Phone] or [Email]. For more information about textile recovery programs in Massachusetts, contact [insert local contact information]. For media inquiries specifically regarding the statewide initiative, contact Joe Ferson at 617-654-6523.
###

About the Textile Recovery Initiative
The Textile Recovery Initiative is a statewide effort of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association (SMART), and the Council for Textile Recycling (CTR). The initiative encourages Massachusetts residents to donate unwanted clothing, footwear and other textile products to collection containers, for-profit and charitable organizations. The initiative aims to reduce the amount of textiles that end up in the waste stream by educating the public on ways to recover and reuse textiles.

Acceptable items for donation include used clothing and accessories, footwear, linens, stuffed animals, and other fabric-based products that are clean and dry. To learn more about textile recycling, view the media kit on MassDEP’s website. Individuals can locate textile collection locations in their area by using the interactive tool on MassDEP’s Beyond the Bin Directory. 

About MassDEP
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection is responsible for ensuring clean air and water, safe management and recycling of solid and hazardous wastes, timely cleanup of hazardous waste sites and spills, and the preservation of wetlands and coastal resources. To learn more about MassDEP, visit: www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep
About SMART
Established in 1932, the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association (SMART) is an international nonprofit trade association that strengthens the economic opportunities of its diverse membership by promoting the interdependence of the for-profit textile recycling industry segments and providing a common forum for networking, education and trade. SMART members use and convert recycled and secondary materials from used clothing, commercial laundries and non-woven, off spec material, new mills ends and paper from around the world. SMART member companies create thousands of jobs worldwide, proving each day you can make money by being social responsible. 

For more information on SMART, visit the association’s website at www.smartasn.org or view the SMART Media Kit at www.smartasn.org/about/SMART_PressKitOnline.pdf. For media inquiries regarding SMART, contact Josie Hankey at josie.hankey@fallstongroup.com or 410-420-2001.

About CTR
The Council for Textile Recycling (CTR) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to raising public awareness about the importance of textile reuse and recycling and the need to reduce the amount of used clothing and other post-consumer textile waste being sent to our nation’s landfills. The Council’s goal is to achieve zero textile waste going into landfills by 2037. For more information, visit: www.weardonaterecycle.org
NEWS RELEASE for Textile Collection Event
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT:

Name 

Title 

Municipality/Department 

XXX-XXX-XXXX (office)

XXX-XXX-XXXX (cell)

Email

[Town] Residents Make Textile Drive a Huge Success; Collect More than [X] Pounds of Clothing and Other Textiles

[TOWN], Mass. (Month 00, 2016)—In conjunction with the statewide Textile Recovery Initiative, [Town/department] held a textile drive on [Date], which collected more than [X] pounds of textile items. [If the town has plans for another drive or longer term campaign, state so with details here].

A joint effort of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association (SMART), and the Council for Textile Recycling (CTR), the Textile Recovery Initiative encourages Massachusetts residents to donate unwanted clothing, footwear, linens and other textile products to collection containers or charitable organizations, in an effort to reduce the amount of textiles that end up in the trash. Clothing and other textiles should not be placed in curbside recycling carts or bins, as they get tangled in the recycling machinery and can cause injury to workers.

“This is the first step toward getting clothing and other textile products out of our waste stream,” said [Coordinator’s Name, Title of Organization]. “We want the public to know that it doesn’t stop with clothing. Belts, purses, hats, shoes, towels, curtains and even throw pillows should be donated. This material has value to local, regional and global businesses for resale, wiping cloth manufacturing and conversion to insulation, carpet backing and other secondary uses.”

According to waste composition analyses, Massachusetts residents throw away approximately 230,000 tons of usable clothing each year. Officials from SMART estimate 95 percent of all clothing and textile products can be reused or reclaimed through secondhand clothing stores and overseas exports, wiping cloth manufacturing, or fiber conversion. “Only five percent of all textile materials must ultimately be disposed of as trash because they are wet or contaminated with hazardous substances,” said SMART Executive Director Jackie King. “As long as the item is clean and dry, it can be reused or recycled in some manner, regardless of stains or rips.”

“Textiles don’t go in the recycling bin with bottles and cans,” says MassDEP Commissioner Martin Suuberg, “but nearly all used clothing, shoes and household linens can be placed in local textile drop-off containers or taken to thrift stores or charity outlets located throughout Massachusetts. Worn or torn, fashionable or faded, donate it all!”

In a 2013 study, the U.S. EPA reported 2.3 million tons of textiles are recovered for recycling annually—the equivalent of removing 1.3 million cars from America’s highways. That is five times the impact of six times the impact of glass recycling (210,000 cars removed); recycled yard trimmings (220,000 cars removed); more than plastic recycling (760,000 cars removed); and equal to the impact of aluminum recycling (1.3 million cars removed).

Please direct event media inquiries to [Media Contact] at [Phone] or [Email]. For more information about textile recovery programs in Massachusetts, visit http://www.mass.gov/dep. For media inquiries specifically regarding the statewide initiative, contact Joe Ferson at 617-654-6523.
###

About the Textile Recovery Initiative
The Textile Recovery Initiative is a statewide effort of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association (SMART), and the Council for Textile Recycling (CTR). The initiative encourages Massachusetts residents to donate unwanted clothing, footwear and other textile products to collection bins, for-profit and charitable organizations. The initiative aims to reduce the amount of textiles that end up in the waste stream by educating the public on ways to recover and reuse textiles.

Acceptable items for donation include used clothing and accessories, footwear, linens, stuffed animals, and other fabric-based products that are clean and dry. To learn more about textile recycling, view the media kit on MassDEP’s website. Individuals can locate textile collection locations in their area by using the interactive tool on MassDEP’s Beyond the Bin Directory. 

About MassDEP
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection is responsible for ensuring clean air and water, safe management and recycling of solid and hazardous wastes, timely cleanup of hazardous waste sites and spills, and the preservation of wetlands and coastal resources. To learn more about MassDEP, visit: www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep.
About SMART
Established in 1932, the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association (SMART) is an international nonprofit trade association that strengthens the economic opportunities of its diverse membership by promoting the interdependence of the for-profit textile recycling industry segments and providing a common forum for networking, education and trade. SMART members use and convert recycled and secondary materials from used clothing, commercial laundries and non-woven, off spec material, new mills ends and paper from around the world. SMART member companies create thousands of jobs worldwide, proving each day you can make money by being social responsible. 

For more information on SMART, visit the association’s website at www.smartasn.org or view the SMART Media Kit at www.smartasn.org/about/SMART_PressKitOnline.pdf. For media inquiries regarding SMART, contact Josie Hankey at josie.hankey@fallstongroup.com or 410-420-2001.

About CTR
The Council for Textile Recycling (CTR) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to raising public awareness about the importance of textile recycling and the need to reduce the amount of used clothing and other post-consumer textile waste being sent to our nation’s landfills. The Council’s goal is to achieve zero textile waste going into landfills by 2037. For more information, visit: www.weardonaterecycle.org

OP-ED PIECE for Textile Collection Event
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT:
Name
Title
Town/Department
XXX-XXX-XXX
Email

Worn or Torn, Faded or Fashionable—Donate All Household Clothing and Textiles

MassDEP encourages residents to donate unwanted clothing and other household textiles in the statewide Textile Recovery Initiative

On April 22, 1970, thousands of Americans joined together to launch a new environmental movement known as “Earth Day.” Those early environmental pioneers encouraged Americans to reconsider what kind of cars we drive, what chemicals we use to produce food, what types of energy we use, and how we personally impact our environment. In the 36 years since, Americans have accepted recycling of paper, plastic, aluminum and glass as an everyday activity. And yet we’ve overlooked a whole category of highly recoverable household “waste”—unwanted clothing and other household textiles. Worn or torn, faded or fashionable, these materials have value to local, regional and global businesses for resale, wiping cloth manufacturing, and conversion to insulation, carpet backing and other secondary uses.

Approximately 95 percent of the 230,000 tons of textiles that Massachusetts residents throw away each year can be reused or converted to other items. And textiles are more than just clothing. Think: shoes, belts, bags, sheets, rugs, pillows, stuffed animals, and more! Contrary to popular belief, textiles in any condition, including stained, ripped, missing buttons or with broken zippers can be reused or reclaimed by donating them to collection bins or charitable organizations. Only moldy or wet items or items contaminated with hazardous substances are unusable.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reports that nationally, more than 15 million tons of textiles are discarded in our nation’s landfills and incinerators annually, and only 2.3 million tons (15.2 percent) 1 are recovered for reuse. Recovering 2.3 million tons of textiles per year is the equivalent of removing 1.3 million cars from U.S. roads—the only other material that has a bigger impact on greenhouse gas emissions when recycled is aluminum! 2
Many people consider donating to charitable organizations or thrift stores as the end of the line for their unwanted clothing and textiles, but that’s just the beginning of the story. When you donate old clothes, hats, shoes, handbags, bedding and other textiles to charities and businesses, they sort and re-sell the reusable goods not only in retail storefronts, but to export markets. About 45 percent of textiles are reused in their donated condition. Businesses like ERC Wiping Products in Lynn, Massachusetts help convert 30 percent of unwanted textiles into absorbent shop rags that are sold to garages and public works facilities. Fiber conversation companies like Millbury Textile Recycling in Millbury, Massachusetts shred about 15 percent of textiles for conversion to carpet backing, insulation for cars, seat and cushion stuffing.

When you donate textiles instead of trashing them, you become part of a supply chain for local businesses and charities that sell higher quality items and the manufacturing companies that depend on the lesser quality items as a manufacturing feedstock. The bottom line is: don’t judge your unwanted textiles. They have value in the textile recovery chain, support jobs, and provide access to used goods for the needy. Not to mention the environmental benefits of less trash and a smaller carbon footprint. 

As we honor Earth Day and vow to protect our environment and natural resources, remember to donate your clothing and other textiles and be a part of the solution to reduce our waste. It’s very important to remember NOT to place textiles in your town’s curbside recycling bins or carts, as they get tangled in the recycling sorting machinery and can cause injury to workers. Always keep textiles separate from household recyclables and donate them at a convenient location. 

To get the word out about textile donations, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) has teamed up with the Secondary Materials and Recycled Textiles Association (SMART) and the Council for Textile Recycling (CTR) to promote the statewide Textile Recovery Initiative. [Town/Department] will be hosting a local textile collection on [Date] at [Time] at [Location]. For more information about the event, contact [Name] at [Phone] or [Email]. Learn more about the statewide initiative and view the complete list of acceptable donations at http://www.mass.gov/dep/textile-recycling.

###

SOURCE:

1 Tables ES-2, Generation, Recovery, and Discards of Materials in MSW, 2013. Advancing Sustainable Materials Management: Facts and Figures 2013. Published June 2015. 
2 Table 5, Page 12. Municipal Solid Waste Generation, Recycling, and Disposal in the United States: Facts and Figures for 2011.
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When most people think of reducing what they throw away, they don’t think of old clothing and textiles. In fact, we trash over 200 thousand tons a year of textiles in Massachusetts, and 95 percent of this can be reused or repurposed.  

Worn or torn, fashionable or faded, nearly every article of clothing or household textile, including footwear, hats, belts, undergarments, linens and stuffed animals, can be reused or converted into new products. Stained or torn? Missing a button? Not to worry. If it’s clean, dry and odorless take it to a local charity or a drop-off collection container.

Remember, don’t put clothing and textiles in your curbside recycling bin and certainly don’t put them in the trash — give them a second life.  

Contact your municipal recycling coordinator, or visit www.mass.gov and search textile recovery to learn where to donate textiles and reduce your carbon footprint. 



