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In the Matter of
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Town of Douglas




DEP File No. 9P-12-007.01
Water Management Permit 2010






________________________

RECOMMENDED FINAL DECISION
The Town of Douglas (“the Town”) brought this appeal challenging a Permit that the Central  Regional Office (“CERO Office”) of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (“MassDEP” or “the Department”) issued to the Town on February 25, 2010 with respect to the Blackstone River Basin  pursuant to the Massachusetts Water Management Act, G.L. c. 21G (“WMA”), and the WMA Regulations at 310 CMR 36.00.  As a result of the parties’ good faith settlement efforts, the parties have settled the litigation by executing a Settlement Agreement (“Agreement”) under which the Permit will be sustained in final form as it was originally issued by the Department, but with certain conditions set forth in the Agreement that are in the public interest and further the statutory interests of the WMA to manage the Commonwealth’s valuable water resources and balance competing interests in those resources.  See Agreement, ¶¶ 1, 2, 2a-2e.   Accordingly, I recommend that the Department’s Commissioner issue a Final Decision approving and incorporating the parties’ Agreement, and that per the parties’ request, the effective date of the Permit is date of the Final Decision.  In accordance with 310 CMR 1.01(8)(c), the parties agree that if the Commissioner approves the Agreement, this appeal (Docket No. 2010-024)  will be dismissed with the parties waiving whatever rights they may have to further administrative review before the Department as well as any appeal to Court.
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