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SUMMARY
EXECUTIVE ORDER 562 CENTRAL REGION PUBLIC LISTENING SESSION
MASSDEP, WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

Meeting Date: September 29, 2015, 4 PM
Background:

On March 31, 2015, Governor Baker issued Executive Order 562 (EO562) which directed each body under the Executive Office of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to review each regulation under its jurisdiction. To implement this directive, MassDEP has performed a review of its regulations and has developed preliminary recommendations as to which regulations to retain, rescind or amend. MassDEP has also identified certain regulations where review and/or proposed amendments would extend beyond the March 30, 2016 deadline.

MassDEP is encouraging comment and input on its work under EO 562. MassDEP is holding three public listening sessions to allow the public to comment on the regulations identified for amendment, rescission, retention and for work beyond the March 30, 2016 deadline. This document summarizes the Central Region listening session held on September 29, 2015 in Worcester, Massachusetts. Issues and questions raised are organized by topic and included those identified below.
MassDEP is conducting two additional listening sessions around the Commonwealth to obtain further input.
Issues and Questions Raised in the 9/29/15 Listening Session:
Deputy Commissioner Card initiated the meeting with some brief remarks on the work  of Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) in the EO562 process and by thanking those present for attending the meeting. After brief introductions from attending MassDEP staff and a presentation summarizing MassDEP’s proposed regulatory recommendations, attendees were invited to ask questions and offer their comments regarding the process and MassDEP’s recommendations. Presentation slides and this memorandum summarizing the meeting will be posted on MassDEP’s website. Issues and questions raised were organized by topic and included those listed below.
Issues on Specific MassDEP Regulations:

· Can DEP describe recommendations for regulations in further detail? In particular, details on these regulatory changes were requested:

· Chapter 91 

· GW Discharge Permits

· Asbestos

· Wastewater Holding Tanks

· Drinking Water, particularly changes to contamination standards and adding new/emerging contaminants of concern (COCs)
· Environmental Results Program

· RGGI, particularly regarding the size of facilities  being considered in the proposal
· State Revolving Fund with regard to the Drinking Water program

· Title 5

· Is reuse of catch-basin soil (e.g. as landfill cap material) being considered in this effort?

· What kind of self-certification is DEP proposing in its changes to the groundwater discharge program?
· Can DEP reevaluate issues and known shortcomings in the composting regulations?

· A comment supported the continued oversight of Title 5 systems by local Boards of Health.

· Concerns were raised regarding use of sludge as fertilizer causing contamination of vegetables and potential weakening of drinking water standards.

· Can DEP include the Water Management Act regulations in this effort?
· A comment supported maintaining worker and public safety in amending asbestos regulations.

· Comments supported waiting to address SWMI regulations were made, stating that it’s too early to know the associated costs and benefits.

· An exemption for unpaved trails for private use in buffer zones was noted to exist. Can DEP consider a similar exemption for trails for public use? Can DEP clarify guidance on rail trail work in buffer zones and consider allowing an exemption for public trails in the buffer zone?

· Concern is raised regarding DEP’s proposed flexibility for Facilities of Public Accommodation (FPA) and a request is made that the regulatory provisions for FPAs and Designated Port Areas (DPA) are protected in the EO562 process. The concern is that once these areas are lost to development, they may never be recaptured.
Issues on Commonwealth Statutes:

· Comments supported repealing the Bottle Bill.

Issues on Policy and Implementation:

· Is it too late to submit amendment recommendations for a regulation that currently isn’t included in DEP’s proposed list of regulations for amendment?

· Is there a due date for written comments?

· Can DEP provide details on the grouping of regulations for release and timeline for deliverables in this process?

· Will any of the proposed regulatory changes weaken environmental protection in order to be consistent with federal regulations?

· A comment noted that weakening environmental protections to increase Massachusetts competitiveness nationally will improve economic development in the short term but can cost municipalities and citizens more money in environmental cleanup and health costs in the long term. 

· Can DEP streamline municipal permits?

· Can DEP prioritize the release of the drinking water regulation package?

· Can DEP ask the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) to publish the master list of regulatory recommendations for all agencies under their authority?

· A request is made for reduction in bureaucracy and redundancy in permitting. 
· Will DEP publish a revised list of regulatory recommendations on its website?
	This information is available in alternate format. Call Michelle Waters-Ekanem, Diversity Director, at 617-292-5751. TTY# MassRelay Service 1-800-439-2370

MassDEP Website: www.mass.gov/dep
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