
 

Upcoming Changes to 
Infiltration/Inflow Requirements 

 

 
 Extraneous water from infiltration/inflow (I/I) sources reduces the 
capacity and life of sewer systems and treatment facilities, which transport 
and treat domestic and industrial wastewaters. Infiltration enters a sewer 
system through defective sewer pipe joints, breaks, manhole defects, and 
when sewer lines are poorly designed and constructed. Inflow normally 

occurs when rainfall enters the sewer system through direct connections such as roof leaders, yard 
drains, catch basins, sump pumps, defective manhole covers and frame seals, or indirect connections 
with storm sewers.  
 

The mitigation of I/I by sewer system rehabilitation and inflow source removal, combined with an on-
going operation and maintenance program is essential to protect the significant capital investment in 
sewers and wastewater treatment facilities made by cities, towns and the Commonwealth as well as for 
the protection of the environment.  

Changes to Operation and Maintenance Regulations, 314 CMR 12.04(2) in 2014 required Municipalities 
to:  

• Develop and implement an ongoing I/I program to:  
o Identify and eliminate “excessive” Inflow/Infiltration sources  
o Focus on inflow sources 
o Phased evaluation of sewer system consistent with MassDEP Guidance 
o I/I mitigation for new connections for some systems  

By December 2017, municipalities must submit an I/I analysis to MassDEP in accordance with 314 CMR 
12.04(2).   That analysis at a minimum must: 

• To address excessive I/I based on MassDEP’s Guidelines for Performing I/I Analyses and Sewer 
Systems Evaluation Survey 

• Assess the risk for sanitary sewer overflows  for the 5-year 24-hour storm 

 In situations where municipalities have completed the assessment and the Sewer System Evaluation 
Survey prior to the 2014 changes and are in the process of implementing the recommended actions 
identified in the Sewer System Evaluation Survey, those plans, along with an update as to what 
recommendations have been completed, and what remains to be completed, including a schedule for 
completion, may be submitted on or before December 31, 2017. 

 



 

Schedule for the upcoming revisions to the 1993 MassDEP Guidelines for Performing I/I Analyses and 
Sewer Systems Evaluation Survey. 

• Final Draft for public review and comments late Spring 2016 
• Notice in Environmental Monitor 
• 30 day comment period 
• Release Final Guidance document Summer 2016 
 

For more information, you can contact the MassDEP regional office contacts:  

Northeast - Wilmington 
Kevin.Brander@state.ma.us - 978-694-3236 

Southeast - Lakeville 
Jeffrey.Gould@state.ma.us - 508-946-2757 

Central - Worcester 
David.Boyer@state.ma.us - 508-767-2823 

Western - Springfield 
Paul.Nietupski@state.ma.us - 413-755-2218 

More information on Infiltration/Inflow can be found here: 

314 CMR 12.00: http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/regulations/314-cmr-12-00-o-and-
m-and-pretreatment-standards-for-wwtps.html  

Guidelines for Performing I/I Analyses and Sewer Systems Evaluation Survey: 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/regulations/water-resources-policies-and-
guidance-documents.html#9  
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