
Helpful websites for Proposal Development and Funding Sources – 2016
Draft and Final TMDL Analyses and the 2014 Integrated List of Waters http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dep/water/resources/07v5/14list2.pdf
The Clean Water Toolkit, Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Pollution Management Manual.  An interactive manual in electronic format that provides an overview of nonpoint source related issues, specific fact sheets and detailed information about best management practices to address nonpoint source problems, and a selector tool to help you identify appropriate best management practices based on several criteria

http://prj.geosyntec.com/npsmanual/default.aspx
NPDES Stormwater Regulated Communities. 319 funds cannot be used for activities that support final NPDES permits in the regulated area.  

https://www3.epa.gov/region1/npdes/stormwater/ma.html
University of New Hampshire Stormwater Center, http://www.unh.edu/unhsc/, where in situ testing of several Best Management Practices is conducted.  Visit this site for fact sheets and information about porous asphalt, gravel wetlands, swirl concentrators, and other relevant information.
UMass Stormwater Technologies Clearinghouse. A source of verified technical information about many stormwater best management practices and innovative devices 

http://www.mastep.net/
MassDEP Indicative Summaries. One page descriptions of projects that have received 604b or 319 funding over the last five years.

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/grants/watersheds-water-quality.html
Water Quality Assessment Reports
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/watersheds/water-quality-assessments.html
Stormwater Policy and general publications

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/wastewater/stormwater.html
General information about funding and MassDEP grant programs, 2016 Grantees Guide
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/grants/watersheds-water-quality.html
Surface Water Quality Standards

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/regulations/314-cmr-4-00-mass-surface-water-quality-standards.html
Cornell Extreme Precipitation Analysis website, providing rainfall analysis calibrated to the present climate http://precip.eas.cornell.edu/ 

EPA 319 Program Guidelines https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-09/documents/319-guidelines-fy14.pdf
Various information including a summary of Grant and Loan Programs of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, (EEA) http://www.mass.gov/eea/grants-and-tech-assistance/grants-and-loans/eea-grants-guide/
Three excellent newsletters with comprehensive grant information from public and private sources:
Ebb & Flow Newsletter, http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/der/
CZ-Mail, http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/czm/program-areas/communications/cz-mail/
Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition, http://www.massland.org/
MassDEP: 319 Nonpoint Source Competitive Grants Program
Overview Section 319 (319) of the federal Clean Water Act of 1987 was established as a national program to control nonpoint sources of water pollution.  Each year the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (the Department), Bureau of Water Resources, in conjunction with the EPA, provides 319 funds for projects that address prevention, control, and abatement of nonpoint source (NPS) pollution, and that attain environmental results by restoring beneficial uses and/or meeting or maintaining state water quality standards.
The U.S. EPA defines NPS pollution as that which is "caused by diffuse sources that are not regulated as point sources and are normally associated with precipitation and runoff from the land or percolation."  Projects addressing stormwater impacts that are not covered by EPA final NPDES stormwater permits are eligible for funding, provided they meet all other 319 eligibility guidelines. 
How the 319 program works: 
Program priorities: 
· Projects that address nonpoint sources of pollution in a watershed with a goal to meet water quality standards or restore beneficial uses; 

· Protection of healthy watersheds and unimpaired/high quality waters;
· Development of municipal and regional stormwater utilities or other funding mechanisms for stormwater management; and
· Outreach and education projects of statewide value

How projects are selected: projects are competitively reviewed by an inter- and intra-agency committee and ranked. Projects that best meet program priorities are selected for funding.
Funding: about $1.2 million is available to be awarded each year. Grantees are required to provide a 40% non-federal match. Projects run about three years, paid on a reimbursement basis. 10% retainage is withheld. Quarterly reports are required.
How to apply: 

A Request for proposals is issued annually on or about April 1. Prior to that, meetings are held to discuss priorities and initiatives for the year. Proposals are due about June 1. Applicants are notified of proposal status in late summer or early fall. Funds are available in early winter.
Applicants or those considering application are encouraged to meet with program staff prior to RFR issuance to discuss project strategy and proposal development. Staff cannot assist with proposal development once the RFR is issued.

Elements of competitive proposals, in general, are:

· Watershed-based approach

· Addressing and removing significant amount of major source of impairment 

· Activities that will mitigate the source of the pollutant as well as the point of discharge

· Conceptual designs, soil information, description of permits and regulatory considerations: evidence that, if funded, the project is ready to go forward

· Outreach and education work that provides a basin- or statewide benefit

· 40% non-federal match and strong stakeholder support
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508-767-2795
MassDEP: 604(b) Water Quality Management Planning Grant Program

Overview: This grant program is authorized under the federal Clean Water Act Section 604(b) for water quality assessment and management planning. The 604(b) Grant Program is designed to assist regional planning agencies and other eligible recipients in carrying out watershed or sub-watershed based nonpoint source assessment activities that support the Department’s assessment and planning initiatives.
The Department focuses 604b grant funds on watershed or subwatershed based nonpoint source assessment and planning projects that lead to the: 1) determination of the nature, extent and causes of water quality problems; 2) assessment of impacts and determination of pollutant loads reductions necessary to meet water quality standards; 3) development of green infrastructure projects that manage wet weather to maintain or restore natural hydrology; and 4) development of assessments, preliminary designs and implementation plans that will address water quality impairments in impaired watersheds.
Eligibility

Eligible applicants include municipalities, regional planning agencies, and other regional public comprehensive planning organizations or interstate organizations such as councils of governments, conservation districts, counties, and any other substate public planning agencies and interstate agencies.

How it works
Priorities: The RFR contains a list of priority basins for the year.  Special consideration for funding is given to 604(b) projects proposed in these river basins and drainage areas, but suitable water quality assessment and planning projects in all basins are welcome.  Each project should contain a public outreach component.  Additional consideration is given to projects that contain innovative approaches to the problems identified and that will result in technology and information transfer.  Proposals that are comprehensive and combine elements of water supply protection and planning and water quality assessment are encouraged.

How projects are selected: Consideration is given to 
· well thought out projects which support basin-wide water quality management activities; 

· extent to which the project, scope of services and targeted watersheds further MassDEP’s water quality management priorities or other suitable water quality management goals;

· extent to which the performance-based objectives are well defined, feasible, practical, cost effective, and have measurable results; and 

· likelihood of success of the project, including usefulness of assessment or planning actions, and proposed implementation strategies. 
Funding: About $200,000 is available each year. Four to six projects are typically selected.   Matching funds are not required, but offering additional cash or in-kind cost sharing as demonstration of local support may enhance proposals.

How to Apply
Request for Responses (RFR) are typically issued by MassDEP in January/February for competitive projects with proposals due approximately six weeks later.  Requests for Responses and program notices are posted on the Commonwealth’s procurement website, Commbuys: http://www.mass.gov/anf/budget-taxes-and-procurement/procurement-info-and-res/conduct-a-procurement/commbuys/
Questions? Gary Gonyea, Department of Environmental Protection, One Winter Street, 5th Floor,

Boston, MA 02108 gary.gonyea@state.ma.us  617 556-1152
Key Grant Programs from other EEA agencies

EEA: Coastal Zone Management: Coastal Pollution Remediation Grants http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/czm/program-areas/coastal-water-quality/cpr/ The CPR program provides funding to Massachusetts municipalities to assess and treat stormwater pollution from paved surfaces or to design and construct commercial boat waste pumpout facilities. Since 1996, more than $8.3 million in CPR grants have been awarded.

EEA: Massachusetts Environmental Trust http://www.mass.gov/eea/grants-and-tech-assistance/grants-and-loans/mass-enviro-trust/met-grants.html These grants provide funding to support programs, research, and other activities that promote the responsible stewardship of the Commonwealth's water resources. MET's goal is to encourage development of new approaches and ideas and to spur innovation among grantees or partnering organizations. The Trust supports projects that: improve water quality or quantity, conserve aquatic habitat and species, reduce runoff pollution, mitigate the effects of climate change on water resources, promote human health as it relates to water resources, and/or other efforts consistent with the Trust's mission.

Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program (AEEP) Grants http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/about/divisions/aeep.html
This program funds conservation practices that protect water quality and ensure water conservation. Eligible projects include manure waste storage, irrigation efficiency, water control structures, pesticide storage, and fencing to keep livestock out of a water resource.

See also, http://www.mass.gov/eea/grants-and-tech-assistance/grants-and-loans/eea-grants-guide/ Various information including a summary of Grant and Loan Programs of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, (EEA)
******

Additional Resources soon to be Available from the MassDEP Nonpoint Source Program – contact Jane Peirce, jane.peirce@state.ma.us or Malcolm Harper, Malcolm.Harper@state.ma.us
New NPS Management Plan: The new statewide plan provides a comprehensive framework for addressing nonpoint source pollution and restoring water quality statewide.
New Watershed-based Plans: watershed based plans are required by EPA to help guide and refine project development, following nine required elements similar to a TMDL implementation plan.
Updated Clean Water Toolkit: the current Clean Water Toolkit is being revised, featuring interactive media and updated information.
Greater cooperation with agricultural programs: A stronger partnership with state and federal agricultural agencies, encouraged by EPA and NRCS, will result in better cooperation and more effective use of tools and resources to address agricultural nonpoint sources of pollution.
Recovery Potential Screening Tool: A screening method that relies on existing data and information to help refine strategies that focus on highly recoverable watersheds.

