January 22, 2014

Dear Property Owner,

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) is conducting an environmental assessment of rivers and streams across Massachusetts.  A total of 160 river and stream monitoring sites were randomly selected throughout the state by a computer to provide a statistically unbiased assessment.  According to parcel maps and aerial photos, we would need to access your property to reach one of the selected monitoring sites (Site ID: XXXX) located on the {stream segment} in {your town, MA}.  The purpose of this letter is to request access permission to conduct the river monitoring.  We realize that accessing your property is a privilege and we will respect your rights and wishes at all times.  We have enclosed a map identifying the monitoring site location we wish to access.

The goal of the monitoring is to collect sufficient data to assess if the state's rivers and streams are meeting their intended uses in accordance with the Clean Water Act (i.e., is it suitable for fish and other aquatic life, are bacteria levels safe for people to come in contact with the water, etc.).  Water chemistry, aquatic life, and habitat will be monitored at each of the selected sites to reach this goal.  The monitoring involves approximately ten site visits between April and October 2014, with most visits lasting approximately 15 minutes to collect water samples.  On two of the site visits, we will spend up to 2 hours at the site collecting biological samples (aquatic insects and fish that live in the river).  All monitoring will occur on weekdays during regular business hours.

  

Please complete and mail the enclosed self-addressed, stamped access permission postcard granting or denying MassDEP permission to access your property by February 12, 2014 or contact me directly to grant or deny permission.  In addition, feel free to contact me with any questions.  Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

