1

£

3

3 o | % | - UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
. (<]
<

M . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

SEP 6 1996

THE ADMINISTRATOR
Honorable William F. Weld

- Governor

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Boston, Massachusetts 021 33

Dear Governor Weld

itis my great pleasure to receive your concurrence and to approve
the Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) submitted
for the Massachusetts and Cape Cod Bays. The Massachusetts Bays
Program that developed this CCMP is truly a model for the

" intergovernmental relationships that | believe are fundamental to successful

environmental protection. The steady support from the Massachusetts
programs and staff during development of the CCMP has been crucial to its

timely completxon

The enthusiasm and high quality work of staff at the Massachusetts
Bays Program, Massachusetts Coastal Zone Office, and Urban Harbors
Institute have been outstanding. This program is an exciting model for
innovative collaboration with local communities and regional partners as
they direct the protection of their resources. |am confident that we have
strengthened and enhanced our relationships not only with each other, but
also with citizens and local elected officials. | look forward to a continuing
partnershlp with you and the Massachusetts Bays Program as we move
ahead in |mplementat|on

: If you have any questions, 'please do not hesitate to contact me, or
call Robert Perciasepe, Assistant Administrator for Water, at 202/260-5700.

Sincerely,

Recycleleecyclable

Printed with Scy/Canola Ink an paper that
contains st least 50% recycied fiber
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

ExXeEcuTIivE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE . BOSTON 02133

WILLIAM F. WELD
GOVERNOR

ARGEO

PAUL CELLUCC!

LIEUTENANT- GOVERNOR

<&EDE

HAND DELIVERED

April 3, 1996

Carol M. Browner

Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administratef Browner:

On behalf of the Massachusetts Bays Program Management Conference, the Commonwealth proudly presents this
ambitious Final Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) for your consideration.

I have examined this Management Plan. and as Governor. approve it. The public and officials from all levels of
government have had an opportunity to review and comment on the document. The Plan has also been reviewed
by the Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management Otfice (MCZM). As a result of a formal request from Jane
Downing (Manager. Massachusetts State Unit. EPA-New England) on January 16, 1996. MCZM commenced
Federal Consistency Review of the Draft Final CCMP. While this Final CCMP reflects MCZM's initial review
and input to ensure consistency between the CCMP and the Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management Plan,
completion of this process will remain open until EPA-Headquarters is prepared to issue its approval of the Final
CCMP. This proposed Federal Action will ultimately be the subject of MCZM’'s Federal Consistency
determination.

You may be assured that my Office, with the support and assent of the Legislature. will aggressively identify and
appropriate resources to implement the CCMP actions and recommendations contained herein. The Commonwealth
is well aware of its partnership status with the Federal Government regarding the implementation of this Plan. As
with other Federal programs, the Commonwealth .is prepared to prioritize implementation based on the level of
support from our Federal partners. Such prioritization will also be tempered by the myriad of commiunents and
limited fiscal resources available at the state level. As contributing partners, we can work together to provide
meaningful environmental conservation initiatives as specified in this CCMP.

Sincerely,
William F. Weld
Governor
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The Massachusetts Bays Program Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan
(CCMP) is the work of many dedicated people. Many thanks to Secretary Trudy Coxe,
Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA), and Regional Administrator
John DeVillars, United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), for their ongoing
involvement and support. The preparation of the CCMP was the result of an innovative
contractual agreement with the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission and we would
especially like to acknowledge Alan Macintosh, Environmental Program Manager for MVPC,
who served with unflagging commitment and enthusiasm as CCMP planner and principal
author, and Celine Bernier (MVPC), whose typing and formatting skills contributed to the
preparation of this and previous iterations of the document. State staff from the Massachusetts
Bays Program (MBP) who participated in the development of the document include Diane
Gould, Betsy McEvoy, Dillon Scott, Marie Studer, Ruth Kuykendall, and Susan Schneider.
Regional Planning Agency MBP staff participants included Lisa Nicol, MVPC, Nancy
Goodman and Bill Clark, Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC); and Patricia Hughes,
Cape Cod Commission (CCC). Faith Burbank, U. Mass Extension, also assisted. The
Environmental Protection Agency contributors included Tara Tracy, Matthew Liebman, and
Carol Kilbride. Members of the Massachusetts Bays Program Steering Committee, including
Peg Brady, Director, Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management (MCZM); Jane Downing, EPA;
Russ Isaac and Larry Gil, DEP; Gaylord Burke, MVPC; Armando Carbonell, CCC; Martin
Pillsbury, MAPC; Joan Foster, South Shore LGC; Peter LaPolla, Metro Boston LGC; Ted
Tarr, 8 Towns and the Bay; Jim Povey, Salem Sound 2000; Jim Watson, Old Colony Planning
Council; Judy Pederson, MIT Sea Grant; and William Robinson, U. Mass/Boston, helped to
guide the development of the CCMP.

Many others made invaluable contributions throughout the five years of planning that led to this
document. A list of current Massachusetts Bays Program Committee members is found as
follows. We would like to thank each of these individuals for their assistance and ongoing
commitment. We would especially like to thank our tireless committee chairs for their
dedication. In addition to the current chairs, whose names are noted in the list, we would like
to thank old friends who served in the past as chairs of Massachusetts Bays Program
committees, including Alan Hankin, Gwen Ruta, Jack Pitman, Mark Norton, John Farrington,
Gordon Wallace, Jay Kaufman, Dan Curll, Jack Clarke, and Jeff Benoit.

And finally, many thanks to all the local, regional, state, and federal officials, planners,
scientists, and interested citizens who generously gave of their time and who have made the
Massachusetts Bays Program and this CCMP a success.




