
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Board of Registration in Medicine
200 Harvard Mill Square, Suite 330, Wakefield, MA 01880
Telephone: (781) 876-8210    Fax: (781) 876-8383 
www.mass.gov/massmedboard
Dear Registrar:
The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine (hereinafter “the Board”) will not grant a limited license to an applicant unless that applicant has been awarded a medical degree.  Since the rationale for the Board’s licensing regulations and statutes is to ensure that only qualified applicants are licensed, the Board has determined that an applicant must be awarded a medical degree prior to granting a limited license to practice medicine in Massachusetts.
Previously, a medical school verified either an applicant’s graduation from medical school or the applicant’s anticipated graduation from medical school.  We recognize that there are certain circumstances under which an applicant would not graduate, as expected, from medical school, for example:  1) failure to either take or pass Step 2 of the USMLE; 2) uncorrected failing grades in a preclinical course; 3) uncorrected failing or marginal performance in a clinical clerkship; or 4) failure to meet any other curriculum requirements.  Therefore, the Board has initiated a new procedure for the verification of medical school education.
All applicants must have Form A, copy attached, of the Medical School Verification completed by their medical school.  An additional form is required for applicants who are fourth year medical school students and who have completed the requirements for the M.D./D.O. degree, but have not yet been awarded the degree.  For these applicants, the medical school must complete Form B of the Medical School Verification form, copy attached.   Any state medical board to whom you have certified an applicant’s graduation would wish to be notified immediately regarding a medical school’s determination that the applicant will not graduate, as reported on Form B.   In addition, fourth year medical school students are required to notify the Board within twenty-four hours of notification by the medical school that they have not met the medical school’s graduation requirements.  The notification form entitled “Medical School Status Update” is available on the Board’s website at www.mass.gov/massmedboard.
The Board appreciates your assistance in making your students aware of these new requirements. Should you have any questions, please contact me at the above listed number.
Sincerely,
Licensing Division

Form B
Medical School Verification Form
Applicants who are fourth year medical school students and who have completed the requirements for the M.D./D.O. degree, but have not yet been awarded the degree are also required to have this form completed by their medical school.
Original signature of the Dean or another medical school official is required to complete the requested information.  Signature stamps will not be accepted.
Any state medical board to whom you have certified an applicant’s graduation would wish to be notified immediately regarding a medical school’s determination that the applicant will not graduate.
Please complete Form A and return it to the sender.   This Form B must be sent to the Board of Registration in Medicine after the student completes the degree requirements.
My signature below certifies that  


(Student’s Name)
has completed the requirements for the       M.D. degree          D.O. degree
from  


(Name of Medical School)
and will receive the degree on           /          /            .
Signature of Certifying Official:     


(Original Signature is required – Stamps not accepted)
Printed Name: 

Title: 

Date: 

The completed Form B may be faxed to the Limited License Coordinator at
(781) 876-8383 or mailed to the Board of Registration in Medicine. 200 Harvard Mill Square, Suite 330. Wakefield, MA 01880.  Telephone:  781-876-8210.
Thank you.
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