NEW (beginning Feb 1, 2012) 
Continuing Professional Development (“CPD”) requirements 
As of February 1, 2012, relicensing requirements for most physicians includes Continuing Professional Development (“CPD.”) credits (formerly “CME.”) in Pain Management ( 3 CPD’s) and in End of Life Care ( 2 CPD’s). This is due to a revision of 243 CMR 2, a portion of the Board’s regulations due to statutory requirement enacted by the Legislature in 2010. (http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/provider/licensing/occupational/physicans/regulations/regulations-guidelines-and-policies.html)
Effective Pain Management 
(3 CPD’s) 
Physicians who prescribe controlled substances (Schedules I through VI), must complete 3 hours in effective pain management, including 
· identification of patients at high risk for substance abuse,   
· counseling patients about side effects, 
· proper storage and disposal of prescription drugs and 
· the addictive nature  of these substances. 
Physicians are responsible for determining whether the pain management requirement applies to them, based on the nature of their practice. For example, a physician might conclude that he or she is exempt because they are not involved with patient care.

End of Life Care 

(2 CPD’s)  

AVAILABLE ON-LINE RESOURCES

(These CPD’s qualify for required risk management credits)

Effective Pain Management (3 CPD’s)
www.opioidprescribing.com (free)
www.mghcme.org/brm (free) 

www.massmed.org 

End of Life Care (2 CPD’s)  

http://www.eolcounseling.com/course_overview (free)

www.mghcme.org/brm (free)

www.massmed.org 
If you have questions, please email Charlene Morelli at: Charlene.morelli@state.ma.us
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