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STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD: At its meeting today the state Board of Registration in Medicine took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Charmaine Patel, M.D., Elizabeth B. Fortescue, M.D., Alvin C. Chua, M.D. and Janet M. Leaver, D.O.
The Board revoked the limited license of Dr. Charmaine Patel. The Board found that Dr. Patel forged prescriptions for her own use. Dr. Patel is a 2007 graduate of the University of Vermont College of Medicine, and was in a residency program at the time. She withdrew from the program in 2010.
In another matter, the Board found that Dr. Alvin C. Chua practiced medicine with negligence on repeated occasions, improperly prescribed controlled substances and failed to maintain proper medical records. Today the Board indefinitely suspended Dr. Chua’s license. He may petition for a stay of the suspension upon his completion of a review course in Internal Medicine, Board approval of a practice plan and Board-approval of a monitor of his clinical practice. The Board also restricted Dr. Chua from prescribing schedule II through V controlled substances. Dr. Chua is a 1978 graduate of the Autonomous University of Guadalajara. He specializes in Internal Medicine, and has been licensed in Massachusetts since 1982.
Dr. Elizabeth Fortescue was found to have practiced medicine while her ability to do so was impaired by alcohol. The Board indefinitely suspended her license. Dr. Fortescue may petition for a stay of the suspension upon documenting 18 months of continuous sobriety, and demonstration of her fitness to practice. Dr. Fortescue is a 2001 graduate of Harvard Medical School. She is a researcher and also practices Pediatric Cardiology. Dr. Fortescue was first licensed in Massachusetts in 2008.

In a final matter, the Board permanently restricted Dr. Janet M. Leaver from prescribing controlled substances. The Board found that Dr. Leaver does not have a medical practice outside of her employment as a disability claims reviewer. The Board further found that Dr. Leaver inappropriately prescribed controlled substances to relatives and acquaintances, failed to maintain medical records and engaged in conduct that places into question her competence to practice medicine. Dr. Leaver is a1987 graduate of the University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine. She has listed with the Board specialties in Family Medicine and General Medicine, and has been licensed in Massachusetts since 1988.

The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 39,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists. The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints, holds hearings and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard.

NOTE TO EDITORS: Copies of Board orders may be requested at Russell.Aims@state.ma.us.
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