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STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD: At its meeting today the state Board of Registration in Medicine took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Laura D. McLaughlin, M.D., Punyamurtula Kishore, M.D., Sheldon Schwartz, M.D. and Donald M. Thea, M.D.
The Board found that Dr. Laura D. McLaughlin was charged with Operating Under the Influence of Liquor, Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle and two counts of Assault & Battery on a police officer, and subsequently admitted to sufficient facts, and was placed on probation. Dr. McLaughlin was also found to have failed to respond to the Board. Today the Board indefinitely suspended her right to renew her license. She may petition for a stay of suspension upon demonstration of her fitness to practice medicine. Dr. McLaughlin is a 1986 graduate of the University of Medicine and Dentistry in New Jersey. She is board certified in Internal Medicine and was first licensed in Massachusetts in 1989.
Dr. Punyamurtula Kishore was reprimanded, fined $2,500 and required to perform 50 hours of Board-approved community service and to complete additional continuing professional development credits. He was found to have inappropriately filed four Temporary Involuntary Hospitalization Applications for the purpose of drug treatment and drug testing. Dr. Kishore is a 1975 graduate of Andhra Medical College in India. He specializes in Addiction Medicine and has been licensed in Massachusetts since 1978.
The Board reprimanded Dr. Sheldon Schwartz, finding that he violated the Board’s Disruptive Physician Behavior Policy. Dr. Schwartz is a 1970 graduate of New York University School of Medicine. He is board certified in Internal Medicine and was first licensed in Massachusetts in 1995.

Dr. Donald M. Thea was found to have inappropriately issued several prescriptions to a member of his household, and prescriptions to two friends outside the ordinary course of his practice. The Board reprimanded Dr. Thea. He is a 1981 graduate of Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons. He is board certified in Internal Medicine and was first licensed in Massachusetts in 1985. 
The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists. The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints, holds hearings and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard.

NOTE TO EDITORS: Copies of Board orders may be requested at Russell.Aims@state.ma.us.
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