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STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD:  At its meeting on June 25, 2014 the state Board of Registration in Medicine took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Richard Ng, M.D., William J. Mugg, M.D., John E. Fattore, M.D, and Manuela C. Matel, M.D..

In a Consent Order, the Board revoked the license of Dr. Richard Ng, retroactive to March 26, 2014 after finding that Dr. Ng pleaded guilty in Suffolk Superior Court to eleven counts of illegal prescribing, nine counts of Medicaid false claims and seven counts of Medicaid excess charges. Dr. Ng was sentenced to two and one half years in the Suffolk County House of Correction, suspended for five years with probation for five years, and with the following special conditions: GPS/home confinement for the first six months of probation; restitution of $9,737.88 to Mass Health and a fine of $10,000.  Dr. Ng is a 1984 graduate of the Tufts University School of Medicine and is certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine.  Dr. Ng was first licensed in Massachusetts in 1987 and practiced medicine until he entered into a Voluntary Agreement Not Practice Medicine on March 26, 2014.

The Board also indefinitely suspended the medical license of Dr. William J. Mugg after finding that his treatment of a patient fell below the standard of appropriate care. Dr. Mugg failed to examine this patient on a quarterly basis, failed to adequately monitor the patient’s laboratory status and failed to report the patient’s condition to the Disabled Persons Protection Commission as required by law. In the Consent Order, Dr. Mugg also agreed that his documentation regarding the patient was substandard. The suspension of Dr. Mugg’s license was immediately stayed by the Board as Dr. Mugg entered into a Probation Agreement. He agreed to a practice audit and a practice monitor, as well as the completion of continuous professional courses in statutory reporting requirements for physicians and in medical record-keeping. Dr. Mugg graduated from the University of Michigan Medical School in 1970.  He is certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine and has been licensed in Massachusetts since 1975.  He currently works in a solo private practice in South Hadley.

In a Final Decision & Order, the Board reprimanded John E. Fattore, M.D. after finding that Dr. Fattore had “used his scrubs, hospital identification, familiarity with the hospital, and familiarity with the nurses to end up in [a non-patient’s] recovery bay, with the curtain closed, for no medical purpose.” The Board also fined Dr. Fattore $10,000, the maximum fine that the Board may impose, and required Dr. Fattore to complete specified continuous professional development courses in the maintenance of physician-patient boundaries, the rights of hospitalized patients and ethics.  Dr. Fattore graduated from the University of  Michigan Medical School in 1986 and has been licensed in Massachusetts since 1991.  He is certified by both the American Board of Surgery Medicine and the American Board of Plastic Surgery. He maintains a private practice in Norwood. 

In another matter, the Board approved a Consent Order in which it reprimanded Dr. Manuela Matei for accessing the electronic medical records of a patient with whom she did not have a physician/patient relationship..  Dr. Matei agreed that she accessed these records without a legitimate medical reason and without the patient’s consent.  Dr. Matei is a 1992 graduate of the Carol Davila University of Medicine & Pharmacy and is certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine.  She has been licensed in Massachusetts since 2005 and currently works as a hospitalist at Lowell General Hospital.

The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists.  The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints, holds hearing and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard.
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