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MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD:  At its meeting on November 19, 2015, the Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Joseph F. Piazza, M.D, Jay Capunitan, M.D., Leo Tchong, M.D. and Franklin B. Waddell, M.D.

In a Final Decision & Order, the Board revoked Dr. Piazza’s right to renew his medical license after finding that he was convicted of Conspiracy to Commit an Offense against the United States.  Dr. Piazza admitted that he illegally prescribed a large amount of oxycodone pills while working at a cash-only pain management clinic.  Dr. Piazza was sentenced to five years in federal prison. Dr. Piazza graduated from the University of Palermo Faculty of Medicine & Surgery in 1980 and was first licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts in 2005.   Dr. Piazza, an internist, last practiced medicine in Florida.

The Board revoked the medical license of Dr. Jay Capunitan after he agreed in a Consent Order that he engaged in boundary violations with a patient and engaged in disruptive behavior in his workplace. Dr. Capunitan is a board-certified internist, with a subspecialty certification in infectious disease. He graduated from the University of Santo Tomas Faculty of Medicine & Surgery in the Philippines in 1998 and was first licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts in 2012.  He currently maintains an inactive license to practice medicine in New Jersey.

In a Consent Order, the Board reprimanded the medical license of Dr. Leo Tchong after he agreed that he had failed to respond accurately to a question on his Initial Full License Application form.   Dr. Tchong was also fined $5,000.  Dr. Tchong graduated from Tufts University School of Medicine in 2003.  He is certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine and has been licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts since 2008.  Dr.  Tchong is currently employed as an endocrinologist at Lahey Hospital and Medical Center in Burlington.

The Board also reprimanded the medical license of Dr. Franklin Waddell after he agreed in a Consent Order that he had failed to truthfully answer questions on two separate medical license applications.  Dr. Waddell was also fined $2,500.  Dr. Waddell is a 1976 graduate of the University of North Carolina School of Medicine who has been licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts since 1990.  He is certified by the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Dr. Waddell maintains a private practice in Stoneham.  He is also licensed to practice medicine in New Mexico. 
 
The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists.  The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard or you may contact Bridgette Sanders at (781) 876-8202.
