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MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF MEDICINE TAKES DISCIPLINARY ACTION

WAKEFIELD:  At its meeting on December 17, 2015, the Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine took disciplinary action against the medical licenses of Joseph Pietrafitta, M.D., Robert P. Hoffman, M.D. and Peter Schlesinger, M.D.

In a Consent Order, the Board permanently restricted Dr. Joseph Pietrafitta from performing carpal tunnel release surgery after Dr. Pietrafitta agreed that he had been disciplined by the Minnesota Board of Medical Practice for concerns arising out of his performance of carpal tunnel surgery. Dr. Pietrafitta, a 1974 graduate of St. Louis University School is Medicine, is certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine and the American Board of Surgery.  He has been licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts since 1975, and has held a license in inactive status since 1993.  Dr. Pietrafitta currently practices in Minnesota and also holds a license in Wisconsin.

The Board accepted the resignations of the licenses to practice medicine of Robert P. Hoffman, M.D., and Peter Schlesinger, M.D.  Resignation is a disciplinary action that permanently removes a physician from the practice of medicine.  Dr. Hoffman, a board-certified internist, is a 1970 graduate of Albany Medical College of Union University.  He has been licensed in Massachusetts since 1977.  Dr. Hoffman’s medical license has been inactive since 2011. Dr. Hoffman was previously disciplined by the Board in 2012. Dr. Schlesinger, a 1971 graduate of the University of Chile Faculty of Medical Sciences, has been licensed in Massachusetts since 1977.  Dr. Schlesinger, a board-certified internist, worked as a solo practitioner in Cambridge until he entered into a Voluntary Agreement Not to Practice Medicine with the Board on August 3, 2015.

The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine licenses more than 40,000 physicians, osteopaths and acupuncturists.  The Board was created in 1894 to protect the public health and safety by setting standards for the practice of medicine and ensuring that doctors who practice in the Commonwealth are appropriately qualified and competent. The Board investigates complaints and determines sanctions. More information is available at www.mass.gov/massmedboard, or you may contact Bridgette Sanders at (781) 876-8202.
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