DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC)
BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY, WALTHAM

DECEMBER 16, 2011

M  I  N  U  T  E  S
PARTICIPATING: 
Maria Freccero, Vice Chair, Douglas Russell, Jr., Secretary, Judi Rodger, Maria

 Damiano, Hank Paszko, Lisa Ching
GUEST & STAFF:
Stel Gragaudos, Patricia Campbell, Patricia Pakso, Anne Paszko, Reggie Clark, Cathe

Carpenter, Lisa Russell, Jill Judson, Bob Freccero, David Bellideau, Commissioner

Elin Howe, Ralph Edwards (OFC)

Maria Freccero announced that SAC Chair Christine Shane and Ron Asbjornson were absent due to family urgencies.  Douglas was asked to introduce his guest, Lisa Russell.  Jill Dudson, a Brookline self-advocate was also introduced.
The September minutes were approved.

Maria and Douglas reported that the monthly SAC/CAB Chairs conference call on Board Development was very productive.  Members shared ideas on effective member recruitment strategies.  Several chairs emphasized the value of input from Service Coordinators.  The SCs know the families and individuals who can contribute to the work of the CAB.  It was also suggested that a one page CAB description be revised and disseminated.

Christine Shane and Judi Rodger testified at the EOHHS Budget Hearing.  Lisa Ching, Cathe Carpenter, Maria Freccero and many CAB members submitted written testimony.

Hank Paszko’s participation in his last official SAC meeting as a member was noted.  Maria thanked him for his many years of SAC, Regional and Area CAB participation; his leadership on FCM and emergency preparedness; and for his overall leadership.  Hank thanked everyone and noted that he and Anne have been on this journey for nearly four decades.  He’s seen many changes and values the director in which the Department is headed under Commissioner Howe’s leadership.
Hank also announced that the C/W Regional CAB will hold a legislative breakfast, March 2nd, Meaningful Lives, in Worcester.

ACTION: A March Legislative Calendar will be created to keep everyone informed on the numerous activities during March is ID/DD Month.

Members reviewed the SAC Objectives and determined that Family Support, Legislative Advocacy would be definitive objectives.  Extensive discussion on housing and transportation identified the importance of these two topics in the quality of life of individuals served by DDS. 
In regards to Family Support, the SAC will compose two papers for dissemination to CABs, stakeholders, and perhaps legislators.  An internal position paper to be used for talking points and provide everyone an “elevator speech” and policy paper to be disseminated that defines the issues.  Outcomes include: consistency in our message; develop dialogue with legislators so that we become a source of information (and not just a group requesting funding and support); and stronger legislative action.

Consolidated, focused information on Family Support needs to be collected.  Sources are DDS documents, survey responses, and materials from MFOFC, MA21, etc.  This can be the basis for the papers.

In regards to Legislative Advocacy, an effort will be made to increase the number of individuals participating.  Each SAC member is asked to recruit at least two new people who will be advocates. A conference call or webinar will be held to provide them an orientation to key issues.  The SAC/CAB conference call can be used to announce and reinforce this effort.

Discussion of other approaches to address crucial issues indicated that SAC members could take the lead on specific topics, such as:

Integrated Employment


Cathe Carpenter

Quality Enhancement



Maria Damiano

Transportation




Reggie Clark (Pat Pakos will help in contacting Judy Shannon)

The topic leaders will keep the SAC informed on activities regarding the topics.

Commissioner Howe reported that the budget is under review by Administration and Finance (A&F). She thanked SAC members for testifying and sending written testimony.  There is good support for DDS in the Secretariat and among our stakeholders – Arc, MASS, MFOFC, ADDP, etc.  The Governor’s budget is expected around January 25th. 

More than 700 individuals responded to the Family Support survey.  Keep concerns were respite services, social skills training, accessibility to services, availability of social/recreational services, and clear communications regarding what services are available.  A report will be submitted to EOHHS, the Governor and the Legislature.

The Children’s, Youth and Family Advisory Commission issued its report without recommending consolidation of services.  It did note the value of a Family Access Center – a “one stop” site with human services information; the need to respond to the family as a unit through a wholistic approach; and providing one application for access to services.
In acknowledging the contribution and legacy of Dr. Allen Crocker, a “Medical Community Award” is being considered.  It will highlight clinicians whose research, care and leadership contribute to the quality of life of individuals served by the Department.  

The Annual SAC/DDS State House Celebration will be held March 28th.  Members are encouraged to “save the date”.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p m.
