DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC)

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY - WALTHAM
FEBRUARY 17, 2012

    M I N U T E S      
PARTICIPANTS: Christine Shane (Chair), Maria Freccero (Vice Chair), Douglas Russell, Jr. (Secretary), Maria Damiano, Lusa Lo, Judi Rodger

GUESTS & STAFF:
Patricia Campbell, Robert Freccero, Ron Asbjornson, Cathe Carpenter, Jill Judson, Hank Paszko, Anne Paszko, Sue Loring, Reggie Clark, Laura Clemente

Christine Shane welcomed everyone to the meeting.  A special welcome was extended to Ron Asbjornson who has completed his term on the SAC.  Dr. Lusa Lo was welcomed back from sabbatical.
Ron thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve.  It was both challenging and rewarding.  He encouraged members to adhere to their responsibility which is to advise the Commissioner.  The SAC needs to give advice on what can be done.  Ron also suggested that SAC/CAB Chairs’ conference calls be summarized and put on the website so that all members can benefit from the information.

Commissioner Howe and Christine Shane thanked Ron for his service and exacted a promise that he would continue to be part of the SAC.

Lusa Lo briefly described her sabbatical in China and Hong Kong where she examined inclusive education. She highlighted a few elements such as a commitment to schools being fully inclusive and teacher preparation for working with students with disabilities.  A more detailed update will be provided at a later SAC meeting.

The January minutes were approved.

Several members/guests submitted their Legislative Advocacy log: Reggie Clark, Jill Judson, Christine Shane, Sue Loring.  Maria Freccero reminded everyone of the importance in making and reporting the legislative contacts.  Maria Damiano and Sue Loring described how the form is being effectively used by the Metro North and North Central CABs, respectively.
Additional opportunities to meet with legislators are on March 7th (ArcMass event) and March 28th, SAC/DDS event.  Also, information packets will be available for distribution to legislators.

Maria Damiano described the DDS Quality Enhancement efforts, some of the changes and how it relates to DDS initiatives, services and supports.  Much of the information is available on the website and members are encouraged to use it.

Hank Paszko shared information on Walgreen initiatives to have 20% of its workforce be individuals with disabilities.  
Commissioner Howe described the work being done regarding the DDS budget.  Information on changes on various budget lines was provided. Progress is being made in institutionalizing self-determination within a DDS context.  The “Real Lives” legislation should be read by each SAC member as it provides a blueprint for promoting and supporting self-determination.
ACTION: A copy of the legislation will be sent to SAC members.

Other notes: Former MASS President, John Anton will be featured in Time magazine as they examine the impact of Downs Syndrome.  The “Real Friends” project that provides workshops and training to self-advocates on making friends is underway.  It is being implemented by Arc MASS.  
ACTION: ArcMass will be invited to provide a “Real Friends” update at a future meeting.

A CMS response regarding dual eligibles is pending. Member can view the Commonwealth’s CMS proposal at www.mass.gov/masshealth/duals 
A copy of the DDS vision regarding Positive Behavioral Supports was sent to SAC members.  Dr. Janet George will present on this topic on the March 13th SAC/CAB Chairs’ conference call.  Members are encouraged to participate.

Christine highlighted key elements of the Family Support Report, “a very well written document.”  There was consensus regarding its value and the need to inform legislators to obtain their support.

Pat Campbell provided the second segment of the reTREAT evaluation.   Participants gave high marks to the reTREAT overall.  Top suggestions for workshop topics were Integrated Employment and Housing.  Ideas for the general session included: national trends in disability; DDS programs and strategies; what’s new in Massachusetts; and how will DDS serve a growing population?  A consistent suggestion is that more time be allotted for board members to talk with each other and to discuss plans for the year.  AND, many would prefer a different location (closer to them).  The HMEA in Sterling is one alternative.
Christine thanked Pat for her work on the original evaluation form, coordinating the evaluation at the reTREAT and her analysis.  Pat also drafted a revised evaluation form for SAC consideration.  A report will be provided to CAB Chairs. Pat consented to participate on the reTREAT planning group; CAB Chairs will be asked to join at the March conference call.

ACTION: A report will be sent to CABs along with the draft evaluation for their input.  A self-advocates panel (We’ve Come a Long Way) will be given consideration.

Hank Paszko reported on the Family Citizen Monitoring  (FCM) Survey that covers January – June 2011.
He noted that although 20 of 23 advisory boards conduct FCM, the response rate was low – 7 of the 23 CABs responded: Merrimack / Lowell / South Coastal / Cape & Islands / Fall River / Metro North / Newton – South Norfolk. It is unclear why others did not respond.
Overall, most visits focus on residential programs and are generally ranked good (out of  poor / fair / good). In the reported visits to Day/Employment programs, program activity was rated poor in one program.
The reporting level is insufficient to accurately gauge the extent and impact of FCM.  The matter will be discussed on a Chairs’ conference call.  Hank and Anne are available to assist boards with FCM.

ACTION: “Survey Monkey” will be explored are tool for FCM reporting.  Future requests will be sent to the Chair / Co-Chair / Area Director to encourage a response.

Ralph Edwards encouraged members to attend the March 28th SAC/DDS State House Celebration.  Families will be celebrated for their creativeness and prudent management of resources to achieve their dreams for their family member.  The Dybwad Leadership Awardee will be announced as well as the inaugural recipient of the Allen Crocker Health Services Award. Members traditionally have provided refreshments for the event.  A “wish list” will be sent shortly.  Maria F. noted that this is an opportune time to also visit legislators.  

ACTION: A legislative packet will be provided for members on March 28th.

With members’ scheduling conflicts on April 20th, the meeting date was changed to FRIDAY, APRIL 13th, at BRANDEIS.

The meeting adjourned at 12:54 p m.
