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DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL  

Meeting Minutes 
Location: Brandeis University 

 

Date:  Feb 19, 2016 

 

Attendance 
DDS Commissioner Elin Howe, Christine Shane (Chair), Lisa Ching, Judi Rodger, Lusa Lo, 
Sue Loring, Pat Pakos, Patricia Campbell and Victor Hernandez (DDS) 

Also in attendance: Cathe Carpenter 

Agenda Items 
1. Chair called meeting to order 9: 27am 

2. Jan 15, 2016 SAC meeting minutes approved. 

3. Chair did a quick review of the FY17 budget proposal highlighting challenges to the 

Department and other agencies. She requested a review of the 4 SAC candidates up for 

approval at the Governor’s office and suggested they be invited to future meetings. 

4. Patricia Campbell reviewed the evaluations and personal feedback she received 

regarding the 2015 SAC Annual Conference. The evaluations were high regarding the 

topics and conference events. Suggested topics for next annual conference are: 

employment and inviting self-advocates to discuss the value of work; healthcare updates 

e.g. educating medical professionals on disabilities, aging issues, etc,; sexuality; update 

on benefits e.g. MassHealth, Medicaid, AFC, etc. and eye care benefits in MA. 

5. Commissioner Elin Howe reviewed the Governor’s 2017 H2 budget for DDS and the 

upcoming budget process. The Commissioner also reviewed current initiatives and 

updates with the Council, in particular the “Community of Practice” initiative through the 

University of Kansas and NASDDDS.  

6. Victor Hernandez reviewed the SAC member term limits and the need for a consistent 

approach for establishment of a member’s term. 

7. Chair suggested the need for an April meeting dedicated to reviewing the SAC By-Laws. 

Members agreed there was a need. 
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8. DDS/SAC Statehouse event scheduled for March 23rd was reviewed and a brief 

discussion followed. 

9. Chair adjourned meeting at 11:34am 

Action Items (All Complete) 
 

1) Forward following to SAC:  

• Date/Location of April meeting 
• Information regarding the Mar 4th Family Support Meeting 
• SAC Regulations 
• Community of Practice description 

 

2) Invite candidates to April Meeting 

3) Send proposed SAC conference topics to CAB chairs 

Other Notes  
NA 
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