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SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION LAW 
M.G.L. c. 76, § 15 and related regulations, 105 CMR 220.000 

 
Section 15 
 
"No child shall, except as hereinafter provided, be admitted to school except upon presentation of a physician's 
certificate that the child has been successfully immunized against diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, measles and 
poliomyelitis and such other communicable diseases as may be specified from time to time by the Department of 
Public Health.    
 
A child shall be admitted to school upon certification by a physician that he has personally examined such child 
and that in his opinion the physical condition of the child is such that his health would be endangered by such 
vaccination or by any of such immunizations.  Such certification shall be submitted at the beginning of each school 
year to the physician in charge of the school health program.  If the physician in charge of the school health 
program does not agree with the opinion of the child's physician, the matter shall be referred to the Department of 
Public Health, whose decision will be final. 
 
In the absence of an emergency or epidemic of disease declared by the Department of Public Health, no child 
whose parent or guardian states in writing that vaccination or immunization conflicts with his sincere religious 
beliefs shall be required to present said physician's certificate in order to be admitted to school." 
 
There are additional requirements for  immunization against mumps, rubella, hepatitis B and varicella for school 
and preschool entry, as specified in Department of Public Health regulations (105 CMR 220.000). 

 
Immunization Program Interpretation of Law 

 
1. You are required to keep an immunization record on file for each student enrolled in the school or system. 
 
2. The immunization record must contain the complete date (preferably month, day, and year, but at a 

minimum, the month and year) of each immunization, and be signed by the health care provider. 
 
3. Immunization histories must be up-to-date for each child according to the enclosed Massachusetts 

Department of Public Health document, Recommended Immunization Schedule 2016. 
 
4. A history of serologic proof of immunity will be accepted in lieu of immunization for measles, mumps, 

rubella, hepatitis B and varicella.  In the case of varicella, a physician certificate of parental history or 
physician diagnosis is also accepted. 

 
5. No unimmunized student shall be admitted to, or be allowed to remain in, your school unless they can 

satisfy these requirements: 
 

a. a medical exemption is allowed if a health care provider submits documentation to school that an 
immunization is medically contraindicated; or 

b. a religious exemption is allowed if a parent submits a signed statement to school stating that 
immunizations are contrary to his/her sincere religious beliefs.  This statement only needs to be 
submitted once. 

 
6. The only exception is for unimmunized or partially immunized homeless children, or homeless children 

whose records are not immediately available, who cannot be excluded from school per the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001. 
 

Please note that students who are not immunized (including those with medical and religious exemptions) may be 
subject to exclusion from school if there is exposure to certain communicable childhood diseases, as specified in 
105 CMR 300.200. 
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